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B INTRODUCTION

The publication of the Recovery Version of the Holy Bible with accompanying
outlines, footnotes, and marginal cross-references culminates nearly three decades
of labor on God’s holy Word. This work followed the ongoing life-study of the Bible,
which Witness Lee commenced in April 1974 with simultaneous studies of Genesis and
Matthew and concluded in 1995 with a study of the Song of Songs. This complete study
is published in the seventeen volumes of the Life-study of the New Testament and the
fifteen volumes of the Life-study of the Old Testament. In anticipation of the life-study
of each book of the Bible, a new translation from Greek or Hebrew was produced. In
addition, for the books of the New Testament, Witness Lee wrote extensive footnotes
and provided outlines and cross-references. In 1991, after extensive revision,
augmentation, and improvement, the Recovery Version of the New Testament was
published. In 1994, before the life-study of the Old Testament was completed, Witness
Lee asked the editorial section of the Living Stream Ministry to undertake a revision
of the translation of the Old Testament and to compile footnotes from his published
life-study and provide a body of marginal cross-references for the Old Testament. This
work was in progress when Witness Lee went to be with the Lord on June 9, 1997.
The revised text of the Old Testament along with the text of the New Testament was
published in one volume in 1999. This text-only edition included the extensive outlines
of every book of the Bible that were either written directly by Witness Lee or taken
from his published life-study. The present volume contains the revised Old Testament
text with outlines, the full set of Old Testament footnotes, compiled from Witness Lee’s



EHREAEXRAMEBURRENN R A L. HRE
2B, HHTFXEHNELSREAE S RMTIF, BHHE
BB AL BT MEAT, BREEH.

EMEEREBAZ GE, NHEBFAELKREAGEZ
ZHBREA, wHHEEREAIREFE XS LR Z
MR T EHRAE. SRR AR B0 T:

RS

BREE, BREEWES K. EIERKLAE,
BEEBREH, ETEAF R AFHREREAE,
HEEE R THEER S RALE, EARY RS
MG URAMLER, AEHER BUKE

FARRER, UREET R AR ENERBLE,
TEABAE. AR, CARERA. BH. LRERA,
ETENRE, BRES PWET, RERFE, B3
ERB, RERENBA.

BEER, REARHEGERXZWHENS, WERHE
TR MEE TR, FREEREMEE AR, 4
EERMMFRZ TN, BHEEN. KERATIREL,
TIW R mZ AR, MLz, TEBE-THEK, &7
B B OR R L A, AR E R R

BREZLEXHE, NHRELZIRE. RHFEH,
RAERREZES, TFRRHEE TE. LM &R
—BRAFEZEXL, HARRAFTRAAFEZLTX, &
AWBEMEREZIE, MEREE. KEFEAZELE
&, ENDL R R AL

Life-study of the Old Testament and other of his publications, an extensive body of
Old Testament marginal cross-references, and the complete contents of the previously
published Recovery Version of the New Testament.

The work on the Recovery Version of the Old Testament followed the same
principles which guided the work on the New Testament. These principles were
expressed clearly in the “Brief Explanation” that prefaced the Recovery Version of the
New Testament, and thus it is fitting to simply reproduce that explanation here:

B A BRIEF EXPLANATION

Throughout the centuries, translations of the Bible have steadily improved. In
general, each new translation inherits from previous ones and opens the way for
later ones. While a new translation derives help from its predecessors, it should go
further. The Recovery Version of the New Testament, following the precedent set by
the major authoritative English versions and taking these versions as reference, not
only incorporates lessons learned from an examination of others’ practices but also
attempts to avoid biases and inaccurate judgments. This version, frequently guided by
other versions, attempts to provide the best utterance for the revelation in the divine
Word, that it may be expressed in the English language with the greatest accuracy.

Translating the Bible depends not only on an adequate comprehension of the
original language but also on a proper understanding of the divine revelation in the
holy Word. Throughout the centuries the understanding of the divine revelation
possessed by the saints has always been based upon the light they received, and this
understanding has progressed steadily. The consummation of this understanding
forms the basis of this translation and its footnotes. Hence, this translation and the
accompanying footnotes could be called the “crystallization” of the understanding of
the divine revelation which the saints everywhere have attained to in the past two
thousand years. It is our hope that the Recovery Version will carry on the heritage that
it has received and will pave the way for future generations.

As with any New Testament translation, the determination of the original Greek
text, based upon the available manuscripts, forms the basis for the text of the Recovery
Version of the New Testament. The Recovery Version follows, for the most part, the
Nestle-Aland Greek text as found in Novum Testamentum Graece (26th edition).
However, in determining the original form of any verse, the translators of the Recovery
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Version gave careful consideration to the larger context of chapter and book and to
similar portions of the New Testament. The most recently discovered manuscripts or
the manuscripts of oldest date are not necessarily the most accurate or reliable; hence,
the determination of the text for this version was based largely upon the principle
stated above. Departures from the Nestle-Aland text are sometimes indicated in the
footnotes. Italicized words in the verses indicate supplied words, not found in the Greek
text. Quotation marks are used to indicate close quotation from the Old Testament.

The Recovery Version embodies extensive research into the meaning of the original
text and attempts to express this meaning with English that is to the point, easy to
understand, and readable. In those places where it is difficult to express the exact
meaning of the original Greek, explanatory footnotes have been supplied.

The subject provided at the beginning of each book and the outline of each book
take the historical facts as their base and express the spiritual meaning in each book.
The footnotes stress the revelation of the truth, the spiritual light, and the supply of life
more than history, geography, and persons. The cross-references lead not only to other
verses with the same expressions and facts but also to other matters related to the
spiritual revelation in the divine Word.

Witness Lee and the editorial section
August 1, 1991

Anaheim, California

Apart from these general comments regarding the translation of the text and
the characteristics of the outlines, footnotes, and cross-references, a few particular
comments about the Old Testament work are in order. Following the principle used
in translating the New Testament, the translation of the Old Testament is based on
the current scholarly text of the Hebrew Scriptures, Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia
(BHS; revised 1990 edition). Departures from this edition are generally indicated in
the footnotes. Frequently the ancient translations of the Old Testament into Aramaic,
Greek, Syriac, and Latin were consulted for clarification of the Hebrew text, and in
some instances these translations were adopted in the Recovery Version; the reading
of the Hebrew text is generally given in the footnotes. As much as possible the poetic
structure of the Hebrew text, as indicated by BHS, has been preserved.
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The reader will quickly note the use of the name Jehovah in this translation. In
spite of the historical linguistic arguments against its use, no other rendering of the
Tetragrammaton has the same heritage that Jehovah has in classic English literature.
While our forebears in translation, based on a faulty understanding of the Hebrew
vowel pointing, might have mistakenly transliterated the divine name, their great
influence has firmly embedded the name Jehovah into the English language, as
evidenced by its inclusion in our modern dictionaries. Our employing of the name
Jehovah is motivated not by linguistic considerations but by a recognition of the
heritage of the English language and, more importantly, by a desire to be true to our
convictions as translators that the name of God, revealed and delivered to His saints
(Exo. 3:16; 20:7), should be deliberately rendered in the translation of the Hebrew
Scriptures. Deference to ancient religion and confusion from modern sectarians are
no reasons to shrink back from the use and enjoyment of God’s personal and revealed
name.

With these words of introduction we put forward this Recovery Version of the Holy
Bible and pray earnestly that through it the Holy Spirit will shine in the hearts of all its
readers “to illuminate the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2
Cor. 4:6).

The editorial section
August 1, 2003
Anaheim, California

2010 Living Stream Ministry
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GENESIS

Outline

I. God’s Creation (1:1—2:25)
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A. God’s Desire and Purpose (1:1—2:3)

1. God’s Original Creation (1:1)
2, Judgment and Corruption (1:2a)
3. God’s Restoration and Further Creation (1:2b—2:3)
a. The Spirit, the Word, and the Light Coming, the First Day (1:2b-5)
b. The Waters under the Expanse Separated from the Waters above the Expanse,
the Second Day (1:6-8)
c. The Earth Separated from the Seas and the Plant Life Generated, the Third
Day (1:9-13)
d. The Light-bearers Appearing, the Fourth Day (1:14-19)
e. The Living Creatures in the Water and in the Air Generated, the Fifth Day (1:20-23)
f. The Living Creatures on the Earth Generated, the Sixth Day (1:24-31)
(1) The Animals of the Earth (vv. 24-25)
(2) Man (vv. 26-28)
(a) The Conference of the Godhead (v. 26)
(b) Created by God Male and Female (v. 27)
(c) Blessed by God to Be Fruitful (v. 28)
(3) Man and All Other Living Creatures Satisfied by God’s Provision (vv. 29-30)
(4) Everything Being Very Good to God (v. 31)
g. God Resting in Satisfaction, the Seventh Day (2:1-3)

B. God’s Procedures to Fulfill His Purpose (2:4-25)
1. The Background—No Rain from Heaven, No Man on the Ground, No Life in the

1 Genesis
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Field, Only a Mist from the Earth (vv. 4-6)
2, The First Step—Creating Man as a Vessel to Contain God as Life (v. 7)
3. The Second Step—Having Man Receive God as Life (vv. 8-17)
a. Placing Man in Front of the Tree of Life (vv. 8-9)
b. Putting Man in the Garden with Its River (vv. 10-15)
c. Allowing Man to Have Free Choice (vv. 16-17)
4. The Third Step—Working God into Man as Life to Be His Complement (vv. 18-25)
a. Man, Typifying God, Needing to Have a Complement (vv. 18-20)
b. Man Gaining a Complement in and by Life (vv. 21-25)

I1. Man’s Fall through Satan’s Corruption (3:1—11:32)
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A. The First Fall—from God’s Presence to Man’s Conscience (3:1-24)

1. The Serpent’s (Satan’s) Temptation and Man’s First Fall (vv. 1-7)
2. God Dealing with Man’s First Fall (vv. 8-24)

a. Seeking Man (vv. 8-13)

b. Judging the Serpent (v. 14)

c¢. The Promise regarding the Seed of the Woman (v. 15)

d. Disciplining Man through Suffering (vv. 16-19)

e. Redemption Anticipated (vv. 20-21)

f. Closing the Way to the Tree of Life (vv. 22-24)

B. The Second Fall—from Man’s Conscience to Others’ Control (4:1-26)

1. The Background (vv. 1-2)

2, Man’s Presumption, Anger, Murder, Lying, and Arrogance (vv. 3-9)

3. God Dealing with Man’s Second Fall—Cursing Man and Making Him a Fugitive
and a Wanderer (vv. 10-15)

4. Man Producing a Culture without God (vv. 16-24)

5. The Way to Escape Man’s Second Fall—Man Realizing His Fragility and Calling
on the Name of Jehovah (vv. 25-26)

2 Genesis
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C. The Generations of the Saved Revealing the Ultimate Issue of Man’s Fall
and the Way to Escape It (5:1-32)

1. The Ultimate Issue of Man’s Fall—Death (vv. 1-21, 25-27)

2, The Way to Escape Death—Walking with God (vv. 22-24)

1. The Ultimate Issue of Man’s Fall—Death (cont’d) (vv. 25-27)
3. The Family of Salvation Finding Comfort and Rest (vv. 28-32)

D. The Third Fall—From Others’ Control to Human Government (6:1—8:3)

1. The Evil Spirits Mingling with Man and Man Becoming Flesh (6:1-4)
2. God Dealing with Man’s Third Fall—Blotting Out Man from the Earth (6:5-7)
3. The Way of Salvation from the Third Fall (6:8—8:3)
a. Walking with God (6:8-10)
b. Building the Ark (6:11—7:16)
(1) Receiving the Revelation (6:11-21)
(2) Preparing the Ark (6:22)
(3) Entering the Ark and Being Shut in the Ark by Jehovah (7:1-16)
c¢. Saved through Water (7:17—8:3)

E. Life in Resurrection (8:4—10:32)

1. The Ark Resting upon the Mountains, Signifying Resurrection with Christ (8:4-5)

2, The Raven Being Sent Forth, Signifying the Fleshly Ones Going Back to the
World Judged by God (8:6-7)

3. The Dove Being Sent Forth, Signifying the Spiritual Ones Staying with the
Church and Caring for Life in the Spirit (8:8-12)

4. Going Forth from the Ark in Resurrection (8:13-19)

5. Making Burnt Offerings to Jehovah on an Altar, Signifying the Offering of Christ
to God through the Cross (8:20-22)

6. Fulfilling God’s Purpose to Express and Represent Him (9:1-7)

7. Living under God’s Covenant (9:8-17)

a. No More Judgment through Death’s Waters (vv. 8-11)

3 Genesis



b AULAEFME B FAIRIECSE 12 ~ 17 b. The Rainbow as the Sign of God’s Faithfulness in Keeping His Covenant (vv. 12-17)

8 HAEARRREMI KB L 18 ~ 29 8. The Failure of the Leader and Deputy Authority (9:18-29)
a D TAER ) 18 ~ 21 a. Caused by the Success of His Work (vv. 18-21)
b S EE KA, PR S 2 R 22 ~ 24 b. Ham Exposing the Failure, and Shem and Japheth Covering the Failure (vv. 22-24)
c SRR ICER, PR RIGHAE 25 ~ 29 c¢. Ham’s Son Receiving the Curse, and Shem and Japheth Receiving the Blessing (vv. 25-29)
9 B EE, DR RS + 1~ 32 9. The Nations Issuing Forth with Babel as the Consummation (10:1-32)
N HWRMEE—RANBAET LI BIIRSH TOFR +— F. The Fourth Fall—From Human Government to Rebellion under Satan’s
1~9 Instigation (11:1-9)
1 — A — e, DA, A, UEHHACKHS 1~4 1. Building a City and a Tower to Rebel against God, to Renounce God, and to Make
a Name for Themselves (vv. 1-4)
2 MBI R M A —E AR, WERLBMEE S 5~ 9 2. God Dealing with Man’s Fourth Fall—Scattering Them in Living and
Confounding Them in Language (vv. 5-9)
t AREKEGHIZHAEELZHEZ +—10~32 G. The Generations from Man’s Salvation through Water to Jehovah’s
Calling (11:10-32)
A AEWNTE +=1~21 26 III. Jehovah’s Calling (12:1—50:26)
— H—7Em—RAEFNEE T 21 ~2218 A. The First Aspect—The Experience of Abraham (12:1—25:18)
1 MEeEE +=1~7F 1. God’s Calling (12:1-7a)
2 WEME 7 F~+ 24 2. Living by Faith (12:7b—14:24)
a SIEBIRMAE +-7 F~8 a. A Life of the Altar and the Tent (12:7b-8)
b ZHEMRM +—-9~+=18 b. The Trial of the Called (12:9—13:18)
O i t-9~1=4 (1) Famine (12:9—13:4)
O) Bz F +=5~18 (2) The Brother’s Striving (13:5-18)
c ZFAEMER T041~24 c. The Victory of the Called (14:1-24)
O BhgHE 1~12 (1) The Brother Being Captured (vv. 1-12)
O R FE 13~ 17 (2) Fighting for the Brother (vv. 13-17)
) SZEEEPEAIHEE 18 ~ 20 (3) Ministered To by Melchizedec (vv. 18-20)
o Briddh ERAIREEE 21 ~ 24 (4) Overcoming the Temptation of Earthly Substance (vv. 21-24)

Alttse 4 Genesis
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3. Knowing Grace for the Fulfillment of God’s Purpose (15:1—17:27)

a. God’s Covenant with Abraham (15:1-21)
(1) Concerning the Seed (vv. 1-6)
(2) Concerning the Land (vv. 7-21)
b. The Two Women—An Allegory (16:1-16)
¢. God’s Covenant Confirmed with Circumcision (17:1-14)
d. The Birth of Isaac Promised (17:15-27)
4. Living in Fellowship with God (18:1—24:67)
a. Communion with God on the Human Level (18:1-22)
b. A Glorious Intercession (18:23-33)
c. The Negative Record of Lot (19:1-38)
(1) A Defeated Righteous Man and a Pillar of Salt (vv. 1-29)
(2) The Seed by Incest (vv. 30-38)

d. A Hidden Weakness and a Shameful Intercession (20:1-18)

e. The Birth and Growth of Isaac (21:1-8)

f. Hagar and Ishmael Cast Out (21:9-14)

g. Two Wells—Two Sources of Living (21:15-34)
h. The Offering Up of Isaac (22:1-24)

i. The Death and Burial of Sarah (23:1-20)

J- The Marriage of Isaac (24:1-67)

5. Having No Maturity in Life (25:1-18)

B. The Second Aspect—The Experience of Isaac (25:19-21, 27-28; 26:1—

27:4, (27b-41; 28:6-9)
1. Gaining Twin Sons (25:19-21)

C. The Third Aspect—The Experience of Jacob (with Joseph) (25:22-26, 29-

34; 27:5-27a; (27:42—28:5; 28:10—50:26)

1. Being Dealt With (25:22-26, 29-34; 27:5-27a; (27:42—28:5; 28:10—32:21)

5 Genesis
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a. Being Chosen to Be Born Second (25:22-26)
(B. The Experience of Isaac—cont’d))
2, Living in the Natural Life like Jacob (25:27-28; 28:6-9)
(C. The Experience of Jacob—cont’d))
(1. Being Dealt With—cont’d))
b. Being Forced to Leave the Loving Mother and the Father’s Home (25:29-34;
27:5-27a; 27:42—28:5)
(1) Supplanting the Birthright (25:29-34)
(B. The Experience of Isaac—cont’d))
3. Inheriting the Promise Given to His Father (26:1-5)
4. Having Natural Weakness like Abraham (26:6-11)
5. Reaping a Hundredfold and Becoming Great (26:12-14)
6. Finding Wells in Many Places (26:15-22)
7. God Confirming His Promise to Him at Beer-sheba, the Unique Place of God’s

Appearing (for the Fulfillment of His Purpose (26:23-35)
8. Not Having Much Maturity in Life (27:1-4, 27b-41)

(C. The Experience of Jacob—cont’d))

(1. Being Dealt With—cont’d))

(b. Being Forced to Leave Home—cont’d))

(2) Supplanting the Father’s Blessing (27:5-27a)

(B. The Experience of Isaac—cont’d))

8. Not Having Much Maturity in Life (cont’d) (27:27b-41)
(C. The Experience of Jacob—cont’d))

(1. Being Dealt With—cont’d))

(b. Being Forced to Leave Home—cont’d))

(3) Being Instructed by His Mother to Go Away (27:42-46)
(4) Being Blessed and Sent Away by His Father (28:1-5)
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(= ARG & R—4%) (B. The Experience of Isaac—cont’d))

2 WEEERMEmE, BHES—HK () Z/\6~9 2. Living in the Natural Life like Jacob (cont’d) (28:6-9)
(= MHR&aHEF—1) (C. The Experience of Jacob—cont’d))
(1 ZH—4D (1. Being Dealt With—cont’d))
c ERRINE — )\ 10 ~ 22 c. The Dream at Bethel (28:10-22)
d FEMESMAEET, BRI — 1~ 14 d. Being Led in God’s Sovereignty to Meet Rachel and Laban (29:1-14)
e SCHIYEERER, 27 RPEMMME LR /L 15~ 30 e. Being Cheated by Laban to Marry Laban’s Two Daughters (29:15-30)
f MEMEFEETEL R, BirlbA 23l ~=+24 f. The Competition, Envy, and Wrestling between Jacob’s Wives in Bearing
Children (29:31—30:24)
g BHIBERARE, WGRRUE, MM =1 256 ~=—16 g. Being Squeezed by Laban and Tricking Him, but Being Blessed by God (30:25—31:16)
h REEHHE, W HEERE =— 17 ~ 55 h. Fleeing from Laban and Being Pursued by Him (31:17-55)
iR =2 1~21 i. Fearing Esau (32:1-21)
2 WO =22 ~=J1 31 2. Being Broken (32:22—34:31)
a BRFIREE =22 ~ 32 a. Wrestling with God (32:22-32)
b RZLMFWHE == 1~16 b. Being Welcomed by Esau (33:1-16)
c IR[EME, (AEZERE == 17~ 20 c. Returning to Canaan but Only to Shechem (33:17-20)
d MFERESEPRSA =1~ 31 d. Still Needing the Dealing in His Circumstances (34:1-31)
3 ML = 1~29 3. Being Transformed (35:1-29)
a TEMHIRFRIEMRERE 1~ 15 a. Being Reminded by God at Bethel (vv. 1-15)
b HIRZ. EY) S REAT 16 ~ 26 b. Deeper and More Personal Dealings (vv. 16-26)
) figEZ At 16 ~ 20 (1) The Death of Rachel (vv. 16-20)
O M&MZZHE, RTASHEMERE 21 ~ 26 (2) The Birthright Being Changed through the Defilement of Jacob’s Concubine (vv. 21-26)
c ENTIWAIACH 27 c. Entering into Full Fellowship (v. 27)
d SRR SRR R A 28 ~ 29 d. Released from the Tie with His Father (vv. 28-29)
(PLRHIBIC =8 1 ~43) (The Descendants of Esau) (36:1-43)
4 Wi =t1~2F, 32~36, )y 1~5, 429 ~J4= 4. Being Matured (37:1-2a, 32-36; 42:1-5; 42:20—43:14; (45:25—47:10; 47:28—
14, P9 25 ~PU+t 10, P9t 28 ~Fi+ 13 50:13)
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a WEHERE—REREBRET =1 ~21L1, 32~36, I{1~
5, U= 29 ~P4= 14
O EMHFEFNTT, BSOENTH (W HEEL =1 ~2
F, 32~36
5 MM LG ERER —, RRAGE =2 F~31, =)\ 1~—
57, W= 6~28, M=15~PUH 24, PU-E11~27, it 14~ 26
a RN, HZELhE =t2TF~14
b B R R A AR, RaEarRlg. HcllfE =t5~
11
c MMM SR, EmPHILM =t 12~17
d A F IR =18 ~ 31
(4 WHTRA—4ED
( a BUARIERE—RZ RS B E A —48)
O EMHEFHTT, BSOENTH (W gEEL @ =t
32 ~ 36
(5 BRI LAEF ERER —1H, FRAE—8)
e AIEWMENIME =N 1~=H 12
) AR RS R =)\ 1 ~ 30
O Bafh, FEETRE =L~ 12
f BAHESC RS =13 ~P0— 13
g PEACFERR IU— 14~ 39
h B AN, WAERE, 2B 1—40 ~ 44
i R ANIIERCE, EalftES (WER#ERE) U—45 ~ 46

j BUENRER I 47 ~ 57
(4 A —40
( a AR —R AR B A —5D
O REa, fT#RTEREAER N1 ~5

AlttEe

a. The Process of Maturity—Dealings in the Last Stage (37:1-2a, 32-36; 42:1-5;
42:29—43:14)
(1) Being Robbed of the Treasure of His Heart (Joseph) under God’s Sovereign
Hand (37:1-2a, 32-36)
5. The Reigning Aspect of the Matured Israel as Seen in Joseph (37:2b-31; 38:1—
41:57; 42:6-28; (43:15—45:24; 47:11-27; 50:14-26)
a. Being a Shepherd and the Father’s Beloved (37:2b-4)
b. Viewing His People as Sheaves of Life and as the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars
of Light (37:5-11)
c. Ministering to His Brothers according to the Father’s Will (37:12-17)
d. Living as a Sheaf of Life (37:18-31)
(4. Being Matured—cont’d))
( a. The Process of Maturity—Dealings in the Last Stage—cont’d))
(1) Being Robbed of the Treasure of His Heart (Joseph) under God’s Sovereign
Hand (cont’d) (37:32-36)
(5. The Reigning Aspect as Seen in Joseph—cont’d))
e. Living as a Star of Light (38:1—39:12)
(1) His Brother Judah Indulging in Lust (38:1-30)
(2) Overcoming Lust and Shining in Darkness (39:1-12)
f. Being Delivered into the Prison of Death (39:13—41:13)
g. Being Resurrected from the Prison of Death (41:14-39)
h. Being Enthroned with Authority and Receiving Glory and Gifts (41:40-44)
i. Becoming the Savior of the World, the Sustainer of Life (the Revealer of
Secrets) (41:45-46)
J- Supplying People with Food (41:47-57)
(4. Being Matured—cont’d))
( a. The Process of Maturity—Dealings in the Last Stage—cont’d))
(2) Being Stricken with Famine and Forced to Send His Sons to Egypt to Buy
Grain (42:1-5)
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(5 AR LETERER —1, RRaE—4)
k BULEFI R MR N6 ~ 28, JU= 15 ~JUf 24
O DEERA A W, mMfMERE N6 ~ 28
(4 8 RA—4E)
( a BUAMERE—RIR BB —8D
© R TaAIfERIR & DY 29 ~ 38
0 BEREINE, BoadT B TR R L =1~ 14
(5 AR LETERER —1, RRaE—4)
(k FsLAEFIH R 1M BT —4)
O E—LRE MK Y= 15 ~P4]Y 34
©) [ o MR ) RS U1 ~ 15
) At 26 AT 2 A ERER 22 DY 16 ~ 24
(4 WHRA—4ED
b RAMRE VUH 25 ~PU+t 10, DUt 28 ~F+ 13
O MRAFERE, —KEMZE W25 ~28
O) fERZERRE S DS 1 ~4
©) HRBZEE 1IN 5~ 34
) FERERAEN P0-E 1~ 10, POk 28 ~PUh, 28
) PitEEZ N1~ 10
(5 AR LETERER —1, RRaE—4)
1 B8 0B 11 ~27, fit14~26
(4 WHRA—4ED
( b BAMRE—E
C 0 FERAARA—4D
@) fAmELE—T M4t 28 ~P)\ 22
@) fitEE AT L1~ 28
()RR UL 29 ~Ft 13
(5 AR LETERER —1, RRaE—4)
1 B0 () At 14~26
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(5. The Reigning Aspect as Seen in Joseph—cont’d))
k. Being Recognized by the Children of Israel (42:6-28; 43:15—45:24)
(1) Being Wise in Dealing with His Brothers and Showing Them Love (42:6-28)
(4. Being Matured—cont’d))
( a. The Process of Maturity—Dealings in the Last Stage—cont’d))
(3) Having His Second Son, Simeon, Detained in Egypt (42:29-38)
(4) Being Stricken with Severe Famine and Sending His Youngest Son, Benjamin (43:1-14)
(5. The Reigning Aspect as Seen in Joseph—cont’d))
(k. Being Recognized—cont’d))
(2) Testing His Brothers Further (43:15—44:34)
(3) Revealing His Exaltation and Glory to His Repentant Brothers (45:1-15)
(4) His Brothers Participating in the Enjoyment of His Reign (45:16-24)
(4. Being Matured—cont’d))
b. The Manifestation of Maturity (45:25—47:10; 47:28—50:13)
(1) Assigning No Blame at Hearing That Joseph Was Still Alive (45:25-28)
(2) Offering Sacrifices to God at Beer-sheba (46:1-4)
(3) Meeting Joseph Again (46:5-34)
(4) Blessing People All the Time (47:1-10; 47:28—49:28)
(a) Blessing Pharaoh (47:1-10)
(5. The Reigning Aspect as Seen in Joseph—cont’d))
1. Reigning (47:11-27; 50:14-26)
(4. Being Matured—cont’d))
(’b. The Manifestation of Maturity—cont’d))
( (3) Blessing People All the Time—cont’d))
(b) Blessing Joseph’s Sons (47:28—48:22
(¢) Blessing His Own Sons (49:1-28
(5) Departing in an Excellent Way (49:29—50:13
(5. The Reigning Aspect as Seen in Joseph—cont’d)
1. Reigning (cont’d) (50:14-26)
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INTRODUCTION

Author: Moses, the author of the five books of
the Law (Deut. 31:9, 24; Luke 24:27, 44;
John 1:45; 5:46; Acts 28:23; 2 Cor. 3:15).

Time of Writing: Probably about 1490
B.C., when Exodus was written (see
introductory material in Exodus).

Place of Writing: In the wilderness east of Egypt.

Time Period Covered: From the beginning of
creation (1:1) until approximately 1635
B.C., the death of Joseph (50:26).

Subject:

God Created, Satan Corrupted,
Man Fell, and Jehovah Promised to Save

Genesis
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GENESIS 1

I. God’s Creation
1:1—2:25

A. God’s Desire and Purpose
1:1—2:3

1. God’s Original Creation
1:1

[1:1)] “In the *beginning *God “created the *heavens and

the earth.

1:1' (In) The Bible, composed of two testaments, the Old Testament

and the New Testament, is the complete written divine revelation of God to
man. The major revelation in the entire Bible is the unique divine economy
of the unique Triune God (Eph. 1:10; 3:9; 1 Tim. 1:4b). The centrality and
universality of this divine economy is the all-inclusive and unsearchably
rich Christ as the embodiment and expression of the Triune God (Col.
2:9; 1:15-19; John 1:18). The goal of the divine economy is the church as
the Body, the fullness, the expression, of Christ (Eph. 1:22b-23; 3:8-11),
which will consummate in the New Jerusalem as the union, mingling, and
incorporation of the processed and consummated Triune God and His
redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and glorified tripartite people. The
accomplishing of the divine economy is revealed in the Bible progressively in
many steps, beginning with God’s creation in Gen. 1—2 and consummating
with the New Jerusalem in Rev. 21—22. In the Old Testament the contents of
God’s economy are revealed mainly in types, figures, and shadows, whereas

in the New Testament all the types, figures, and shadows are fulfilled and

Genesis

1:1°

cf. John 1:1-2
1:1°

Zech. 12:1;
Psa. 33:6;
Isa. 42:5;
45:18;

Jer. 10:12;
51:15;

John 1:3



RT. Bk, ENEHKIEEANREmE,
AR EBRIER.

[AlEe ] BRE+ T HBXEAMEAEAEN
2R, HNTXER, £&E, ZR. fIERKREL
F—EF, FHESHHENAE, hEESHH
ERENER. Eit, MERENETIRRMAEE
EER. BEETHEUREEET, HREROER,
RAIHR, ELBRARR—EETEZ R

At E R BAEE SR ETIMES, RN
SR ERENA, (—26, ) BHRNIBER
UesEdmA, (==28, m/N\2, ) EA
MESNEBHEIEG, EAMERMMER, (Eibk
RHHRVEZER. SRR LR ST ZFTER B RIS B
¥, HERo

FxE L, Al———(EEIAENRCE; EEL,
EMENGETP, $TF—EHETEEBEHTR
B, (B—1, 4, +—25, +M6, ) BEE
SHEEBE. =~A+ZRREA/\KAMBET
ENAANMSERE, EEEA, REAEHNHRE
¥R E. H. LA, KEZFEMREE;
TEAE. U, BENAE, RRZBHEE.
HAFrsc#Ely, EELRZELANTIE, TH2 1M
WA, &5, TMMEFEREERE. Ea/HES
=, WAAEMEEM/ BEAMNER, Erdx
BRHE S HE .

EE M4, | EEE0NEEE. (28H—1.)
HEFRENFTEHNAE, ZEEZABREERR

THIEH, (B-+11~15, ) BRERNDEEES
BRHECEKRERE, BEGRNKIE, FAMAIKIE
EE. (FHB=11.)

AlttEe

12

realized. Thus, the Old Testament is a figurative portrait of God’s eternal
economy, and the New Testament is the practical fulfillment.

Genesis, adopted by the Septuagint as the title of this book, is a word
meaning giving of birth, origin. As the first book in the Bible, Genesis
gives birth to and is the origin of the divine truths in the holy Word. Thus,
the seeds of the divine truths are sown in this book. These seeds grow and
develop in the succeeding books, especially in the New Testament, and are
finally harvested in the last book, the book of Revelation.

The book of Genesis is a miniature of the complete revelation of the
entire Bible. It begins with a man created in God’s image (1:26) and ends
with a man called Israel (32:28; 48:2), a transformed person, a man not
only outwardly in the image of God but a man in whom God has wrought
Himself, making him His expression. The transformed Israel is a seed, a

miniature, of the New Jerusalem.

Apparently, chs. 1—2 of Genesis are merely a record of creation;
actually, nearly every item in the record of these two chapters is a
revelation of Christ, who is life to God’s people (John 1:1, 4; 11:25; 14:6)
for the producing and building up of the church. Chapters 3—50 present
biographies of eight great persons in two groups of four, representing
two races of men: Adam, Abel, Enoch, and Noah, representing the
created race, and Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, representing the
called race. What is recorded is not primarily the works of these men but
mainly their life, their living, and their way with God. In Genesis God
uses both the record of creation and the biographies of eight persons to
reveal the life that fulfills His purpose.

1:1% (beginning) Referring to the beginning of time (cf. John 1:1).
Time began at the creation of the universe and continues until the final
judgment at the great white throne (Rev. 20:11-15). Time is for the
accomplishing of God’s eternal purpose, which God made in eternity past

(Eph. 3:11) for eternity future.

Genesis
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1:1* (God) Heb. Elohim, meaning the Mighty One. The Hebrew name

here is plural, but the verb created is singular. Furthermore, in v. 26 the
plural pronouns Us and Our are used in reference to God, whereas in v.
27 the pronouns He and His are used. These are seeds of the Trinity. God
is one (Isa. 45:5; 1 Cor. 8:4; 1 Tim. 2:5), but He is also three—the Father,
the Son, and the Spirit (Matt. 28:19). He is the Triune God. It was the
Triune God who created. See note 14", par. 3, in 2 Cor. 13.

Genesis is divided into three sections, each beginning with a
name. The first section (1:1—2:25), beginning with the name God,
concerns God’s creation; the second (3:1—11:32), beginning with the
serpent, covers the serpent’s corrupting of mankind; and the third
(12:1—50:26), beginning with the name Jehovah, concerns Jehovah’s

calling of fallen man.

1:1* (created) Created here, denoting to bring something into

existence out of nothing, differs from made in 2:4 and formed in 2:7, the
latter two denoting to take something that already exists and use it to
produce something else.

The motive of God’s creation was to fulfill God’s desire and to satisfy
His good pleasure (Eph. 1:5, 9). The purpose of God’s creation is to
glorify the Son of God (Col. 1:15-19) and to manifest God Himself (Psa.
19:1-2; Rom. 1:20 and notes 1 and 2), especially in man (1 Tim. 3:16)
through His Son, Christ, who is the embodiment of God and the image,
the expression, of God (Col. 2:9; 1:15). The basis of God’s creation is
God’s will and plan (Eph. 1:10 and note 1; Rev. 4:11 and note 2). The
means of God’s creation were the Son of God (Col. 1:15-16; Heb. 1:2b)
and the Word of God (Heb. 11:3; John 1:1-3), both of whom are Christ
(John 1:1, 18; Rev. 19:13).

1:1° (heavens) In the process of God’s creation, the heavens and the
angels therein were created first, and the earth, probably with some

living creatures, was created second (Job 38:4-7 and note 7).
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2. Judgment and Corruption
1:2a

[1:2a] 'But the earth became *waste and emptiness, and
2darkness was on the surface of the *deep,

3. God’s Restoration and Further Creation
1:2b—2:3

a. The Spirit, the Word,
and the Light Coming, the First Day
1:2b-5

[1:2b] “and the *"Spirit of God was brooding upon the
surface of the waters.

1:2" (But) God created the earth in a good order (Job 38:4-7; Isa.
45:18). But here and became later in this verse indicate that something
happened to cause God’s creation to become “waste and emptiness.”
This cataclysmic event was God’s judgment on the preadamic universe
following Satan’s rebellion. This judgment was executed on Satan, on the
angels and the preadamic creatures living on the earth who joined Satan
in his rebellion, and on the heavens and the earth themselves. See Isa.
14:12-15 and notes; Ezek. 28:12-19 and notes.

1:2% (waste) Whenever the words waste and emptiness are used
together in the Old Testament, they denote a result of God’s judgment (cf.
Jer. 4:23; Isa. 24:1; 34:11). The darkness on the surface of the deep also
is a sign of God’s judgment (cf. Exo. 10:21-22; Rev. 16:10).
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[1:3] And God “said, Let there be "light; and there was

light.

1:2% (deep) Le., the deep water. In the Bible water symbolizes either
life (John 4:10, 14; 7:38; Rev. 22:1) or death (7:17-24; Exo. 14:21-30;
John 3:5; Rom. 6:3). The water here signifies death. As a result of God’s
judgment on the preadamic universe, the entire earth was covered with
deep water, signifying that the earth was filled with death and was under

death. See notes 23" in Mark 1, 1° in 1 Tim. 4, and 1® in Rev. 21.

1:2* (and) Verse 1is a record of God’s original creation. Verse 2a refers
to God’s judgment on the preadamic universe. The entire section from
1:2b—2:3 refers not to God’s original creation but to God’s restoration of

the damaged universe, plus His further creation, in six days.

1:2° (Spirit) Heb. ruach, variously translated spirit, wind, breath. This is
the first mentioning of the Spirit in the Bible. The Spirit of God, as the Spirit
of life (Rom. 8:2), came to brood over the waters of death in order to generate
life, especially man (v. 26), for God’s purpose. In spiritual experience, the

Spirit’s coming is the first requirement for generating life (John 6:63a).

1:3" (said) After the Spirit’s brooding (v. 2b), the word of God came
to bring in the light (cf. Psa. 119:105, 130). In spiritual experience, the
coming of the word is the second requirement for generating life (John
5:24; 6:63b), and the coming of the light is the third requirement (Matt.
4:13-16; John 1:1-13).

The Spirit, the word, and the light were the instruments used by God
to generate life for the fulfillment of His purpose. The Spirit, the word,
and the light are all of life (Rom. 8:2; Phil. 2:16; John 8:12b). Christ as
the Spirit is the reality of God (Rom. 8:9-10; 2 Cor. 3:17; John 16:13-15);
Christ as the Word is the speaking of God (John 1:1; Heb. 1:2); and Christ
as the light is the shining of God (John 8:12a; 9:5).
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[1:4] And God saw that the light was “good, and God
Pseparated the light from the darkness.

[1:5) And God called the light “Day, and the darkness
He called Night. And "there was evening and there
was morning, one day.

b. The Waters under the Expanse Separated from
the Waters above the Expanse, the Second Day
1:6-8

[1:6] And God “said, Let there be an 'expanse in the
midst of the waters, and let it *’separate the waters from
the waters.

[1:7] And God made the expanse and separated the
waters which were under the expanse from the *waters
which were above the expanse, and it was so.

1:4" (separated) The separation of the light from the darkness for the
purpose of discerning day from night (v. 5; cf. 2 Cor. 6:14b) is the fourth

requirement for generating life.
1:6" (expanse) The atmosphere, the air surrounding the earth.

1:6® (separate) The separating of the waters by producing an expanse
between them, signifying, spiritually, the dividing of the heavenly things
from the earthly things through the work of the cross (Col. 3:1-3; Heb.

4:12), was the fifth requirement for generating life.
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[1:8] And God called the expanse Heaven. And “there
was evening and there was morning, a second day.'

c. The Earth Separated from the Seas and the
Plant Life Generated, the Third Day

1:9-13

[1:9] And God “said, Let the waters under the heavens be
"gathered together into one place, and let the “dry land
appear; and it was so.

[1:10] And God called the dry land 'Earth, and the
gathering together of the waters He called 'Seas; and
God saw that it was “good.

1:8" (day) At the end of the second day there is no record that God said
that the expanse (the air) and the waters were good (cf. vv. 4, 10, 12, 18,
21, 25). This is because in the air there are fallen angels (Eph. 2:2; 6:12),

and the water is the dwelling place of the demons (Matt. 12:43 and note).

1:9" (dry) The appearing of the dry land is the sixth requirement for
generating life. This took place on the third day, corresponding to the day
of resurrection (1 Cor. 15:4). In the Bible the sea represents death and the
land represents Christ (see note 7' in Deut. 8) as the generating source of
life. After the land appeared, every kind of life—the plant life, the animal
life, and even the human life—was produced out of the land (vv. 11-12,
24-27; 2:7). This typifies that the divine life with all its riches comes out
of Christ. On the third day Christ came out of death in resurrection to

generate life (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3) for the constituting of the church.
1:10" (Earth) Dividing the land from the waters signifies separating
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[1:11] And God “said, Let the earth "sprout 'grass, herbs
yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit “according to their

kind with their seed in them upon the earth; and it was so.

[1:12] And the earth brought forth grass, herbs yielding seed
*according to their kind, and trees bearing fruit with their seed
in them “according to their kind; and God saw that it was "good.

[1:13) And “there was evening and there was morning, a

third day.

d. The Light-bearers Appearing, the Fourth Day
1:14-19

life from death. From the second day (vv. 6-7) God began to work to
confine and limit the waters of death that covered the earth (cf. Jer. 5:22).
Eventually, when God’s work is completed, in the new heaven and new
earth there will be no more sea (Rev. 21:1 and note 3). Furthermore, in
the New Jerusalem there will be no more night (Rev. 21:25 and note 2).
This means that both death and darkness will be eliminated.

1:11" (grass) The plant life is the lowest form of life, a life without
consciousness, corresponding to the earliest stage of the divine life in
a newly-regenerated believer (cf. 1 Cor. 3:6). The countless varieties
of the plant life typify the rich expression of the unsearchable riches
of the life of Christ in their beauty for man’s sight (2:9), in their
fragrance (S.S. 1:12-13), and in their nourishing man and animals
(1:29-30). The trees (2:9; Exo. 15:23-25; S.S. 2:3; 5:15; Isa. 11:1;
John 15:1; Rev. 22:2), the flowers (S.S. 1:14), and the grains as food
for man (John 6:9, 13) and as offerings to God (Lev. 2:1-3, 14) are all
types of Christ.
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[1:14]) And God “said, Let there be “light-bearers in the
expanse of heaven to separate the day from the night, and let

them be for *signs and for seasons and for days and years;

[1:15] And let them be light-bearers in the expanse of

heaven to give light on the earth; and it was so.

[1:16] And God “made the two great light-bearers, the
®greater light-bearer to rule the day and the *lesser light-

bearer to rule the night, and the “’stars.

1:14" (light-bearers) According to the revelation of the whole Bible,
light is for life; light and life always go together (Psa. 36:9; Matt. 4:16;
John 1:4; 8:12; 1 John 1:1-7). The higher the light, the higher the life.
The indefinite light of the first day (v. 3) was sufficient for generating the
lowest forms of life; the more solid and more definite light from the light-
bearers—the sun, the moon, and the stars (v. 16; Psa. 136:7-9)—on the
fourth day was necessary for producing the higher forms of life, including
the human life. This signifies that for our spiritual rebirth, the light of the
“first day” is sufficient; but for the growth in the divine life unto maturity,
more and stronger light, the light of the “fourth day,” is needed.

1:142 (signs) All the signs, seasons, days, and years are shadows of
Christ (Col. 2:16-17).

1:16" (made) Although the sun, the moon, and the stars had been
created earlier (cf. Job 38:7), God stopped their functions when He
judged the heavens and the earth following Satan’s rebellion (see note
5' in Job 9). On the fourth day their functions were recovered for the

producing of the higher forms of life.
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[1:17] And God “set them in the expanse of heaven to

give light on the earth

[1:18] And to 'rule over the day and over the night and to
'separate the light from the darkness, and God saw that it

was “good.

1:162 (greater) The sun (Psa. 136:8), signifying Christ (Mal. 4:2; Luke
1:78-79; Matt. 4:16; Eph. 5:14). The overcoming saints were also likened
to the sun by the Lord Jesus (Matt. 13:43a).

1:16® (lesser) The moon (Psa. 136:9). In J oseph’s dream his father
was likened to the sun, his mother, to the moon, and his brothers, to the
stars (37:9). The moon can be considered a figure of the church, the wife
of Christ (cf. S.S. 6:10). The moon has no light of its own but shines in
the night by reflecting the light of the sun. Likewise, the church shines in
the dark night of the church age by reflecting the divine light of Christ (cf.
Phil. 2:15).

1:16* (stars) The stars first signify Christ (Num. 24:17; 2 Pet. 1:19;
Rev. 22:16b). Although Christ is the real sun, He does not appear
as the sun during the present age of night. Rather, He shines as the
bright morning star (Rev. 22:16 and note 4). The stars also signify the
overcoming saints (Dan. 12:3; cf. Rev. 1:20). The light from the stars is
needed particularly when the moon wanes; likewise, the shining of the
overcoming saints as the heavenly stars is needed particularly in the time

of the church’s degradation (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26-28; 3:5, 12, 20-21).

1:18" (rule) The ruling of the fourth-day light-bearers also
strengthened the separating of the light from the darkness in v. 4. Both

are requirements for the growth in life.
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[1:19]) And “there was evening and there was morning, a

fourth day.

e. The Living Creatures in the Water and in
the Air Generated, the Fifth Day
1:20-23

[1:20) And God “said, Let the waters swarm with swarms
of living animals, and let *birds fly above the earth in

the open expanse of heaven.

1:20" (living) This is the animal life with the lowest consciousness,
corresponding to the first step in the believers’ growth in life (cf. 1 John
2:13). The animal life in the sea typifies the riches of the life of Christ in
the power that overcomes death (signified by the salt water) in His living.
Just as fish can live in salt water without becoming salty, Christ and His
believers, who have the divine life, can live in the satanic world without
being “salted” by the world’s corruption (cf. John 14:30; 17:15-16). The
animal life in the sea also shows the riches of Christ’s life in feeding man

with His riches (John 6:9a; 21:9).

1:202 (birds) The bird life is higher than the fish life. Fish can live in
the death waters, but birds can transcend the death waters. By growing
further in the divine life, the believers are able to transcend all the
frustrations of the earth (cf. Isa. 40:31). The bird life typifies the riches
of the life of Christ as seen in His being the eagle for carrying God’s
redeemed to His destination (Exo. 19:4; Deut. 32:11-12; Rev. 12:14) and
in His being the turtledoves or pigeons for offering to God for the sins of

God’s people (Lev. 1:14; 5:7).
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[1:21) And God created the “great sea creatures and
every living animal that moves, with which the waters
swarmed, "according to their kind, and every winged bird
"according to its kind; and God saw that it was ‘good.

[1:22] And God “blessed them, saying, Be "fruitful and
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds
multiply on the earth.

[1:23] And there was evening and there was morning, a
fifth day.

f. The Living Creatures on the Earth Generated,
the Sixth Day
1:24-31

(1) The Animals of the Earth
VV. 24-25

[1:24] And God said, Let the earth bring forth “living
animals "according to their kind, 'cattle and *creeping
things and 'animals of the earth "according to their
kind; and it was so.

1:24" (cattle) The cattle and the animals on the land are a higher life
with a higher consciousness than that of the fish and the birds, a life
that can accomplish something on the earth. The animals and the cattle

on the land typify the riches of the life of Christ as seen in Christ as the
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[1:25] And God made the animals of the earth “according
to their kind and the cattle according to their kind and
everything that creeps on the ground “according to its
kind, and God saw that it was "good.

(2) Man
vv. 26-28

(a) The Conference of the Godhead
V. 26

[1:26]) And God said, 'Let “Us make *man “in Our
*image, according to Our *likeness; and let “them have
“dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over the cattle and over all the earth and
over every ‘creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

conquering lion (Rev. 5:5) to fight for God’s economy, as seen in Christ
as the sheep and oxen for offering to God for the fulfillment of God’s full
redemption (Lev. 1:2-3, 10; 3:1, 6, 12; 4:3; 5:6; John 1:29; 1 Pet. 1:19;
Rev. 5:6-9), and as seen in Christ as the ox to bear the responsibility and
to labor faithfully for the accomplishing of God’s will (Matt. 20:28; John
6:38). Through further growth in the divine life the believers in Christ
are able to live on the earth a life that is useful for the fulfilling of God’s
will (cf. 1 Cor. 3:2; Gal. 6:2; 1 Cor. 15:58).

1:24% (creeping) See note 26°.

1:26" (Let) Let Us... reveals that a council was held among the three

of the Godhead regarding the creation of man. The decision to create

Genesis

1:25"
Gen. 1:11
1:25"
Gen. 14

1:26"
Gen. 3:22;
11:7;
Isa. 6:8

b
1:26
Gen. 2:7;
Psa. 8:4-5;
Heb. 2:6-7;
Eccl. 7:29;
cf. Eph. 4:24;
Col. 3:10

1:26°

cf. Gen. 1:11
1:26¢

Gen. 1:27;
9:6;

1 Cor. 11:7;
Col. 1:15;

cf. 2 Cor. 3:18
1:26°

Gen. 5:1;
James 3:9;
See note 26°
1:26'

Psa. 8:6-8;
Heb. 2:7-8;
Gen. 9:2;
James 3:7
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man had been made by the Triune God in eternity past, indicating that
the creation of man was for the eternal purpose of the Triune God (Eph.
3:9-11). God’s intention in creating man was to carry out His divine
economy for the dispensing of Himself into man (1 Tim. 1:4 and note 3,

par. 1). This is fully unveiled in the following books of the Bible.

1:26” (image) God’s image, referring to God’s inner being, is the
expression of the inward essence of God’s attributes, the most prominent
of which are love (1 John 4:8), light (1 John 1:5), holiness (Rev. 4:8), and
righteousness (Jer. 23:6). God’s likeness, referring to God’s form (Phil.
2:6), is the expression of the essence and nature of God’s person. Thus,
God’s image and God’s likeness should not be considered as two separate
things. Man’s inward virtues, created in man’s spirit, are copies of God’s
attributes and are the means for man to express God’s attributes. Man’s
outward form, created as man’s body, is a copy of God’s form. Thus, God
created man to be a duplication of Himself that man may have the capacity
to contain God and express Him. All the other living things were created
“according to their kind” (vv. 11-12, 21, 24-25), but man was created
according to God’s kind (cf. Acts 17:28-29a). Since God and man are of the
same kind, it is possible for man to be joined to God and to live together

with Him in an organic union (John 15:5; Rom. 6:5; 11:17-24; 1 Cor. 6:17).

Christ the Son, as God’s embodiment (Col. 2:9), is the image of
the invisible God, the expression of the essence of God’s attributes
(Col. 1:15; 2 Cor. 4:4; Heb. 1:3). Man was created according to
Christ with the intention that Christ would enter into man and be
expressed through man (Col. 1:27; Phil. 1:20-21a). Created man is
a living vessel, a container, to contain Christ (Rom. 9:21, 23; 2 Cor.
4:7). Eventually, in His incarnation Christ put on human nature and
became in the likeness of men (Phil. 2:6-8) so that through His death
and resurrection man may obtain God’s eternal, divine life (1 Pet. 1:3;

1 John 5:11-12) and by that life be transformed and conformed to the

Genesis
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image of Christ inwardly (2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 8:29) and transfigured
into the likeness of Christ’s glorious body outwardly (Phil. 3:21) that
he may be the same as Christ (1 John 3:2b) and may express God with
Him to the universe (Eph. 3:21).

Created man was a duplication of God in God’s image and likeness,
but he did not have the reality of God or the life of God. Thus, he still
needed to receive God as his life by eating of the tree of life so that he
might have the reality of God to express Him (2:9 and note 2).

1:26 (man) Or, mankind; Heb. adam. So also in the next verse.
The human life is the highest created life, the life that can express
God in His image and likeness and can exercise dominion for God.
Adam, the first man, typifies Christ (Rom. 5:14; 1 Cor. 15:45, 47; Psa.
8:4-8; Heb. 2:6-9) as the center of God’s creation (Col. 1:16-17), as the
Head of all creation (Col. 1:15) and of all men (1 Cor. 11:3), as God’s
expression in God’s image and likeness (Heb. 1:3; 2 Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15),
and as God’s representative to rule over all things created by God (Psa.
8:6-8; Matt. 28:18).

1:26* (them) The pronouns them here and in vv. 27-28 and their in
5:2 indicate that Adam was a corporate man, a collective man, including
all mankind. God did not create many men; He created mankind
collectively in one person, Adam. God created such a corporate man in
His image and according to His likeness so that mankind might express
God corporately.

1:26° (dominion) God created a corporate man not only to express
Himself with His image but also to represent Him by exercising His
dominion over all things. God’s intention in giving man dominion is
(1) to subdue God’s enemy, Satan, who rebelled against God; (2) to
recover the earth, which was usurped by Satan; and (3) to exercise God’s
authority over the earth in order that the kingdom of God may come to
the earth, the will of God may be done on the earth, and the glory of God
may be manifested on the earth (Matt. 6:10, 13b).

Genesis
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(b) Created by God Male and Female
V. 27

[1:27] And God created man “in His own image; in the
image of God He created him; "male and female He

‘created them.

(c) Blessed by God to Be Fruitful
v. 28

God’s intention that man would express God in His image and
represent God with His dominion is fulfilled not in Adam as the first
man (1 Cor. 15:45a), the old man (Rom. 6:6), but in Christ as the
second man (1 Cor. 15:47b and note 2), the new man (Eph. 2:15 and
note 8), comprising Christ Himself as the Head and the church as His
Body (Eph. 1:22-23; 1 Cor. 12:12 and note 2; Col. 3:10-11 and note
11). It is fully fulfilled in the overcoming believers, who live Christ for
His corporate expression (Phil. 1:19-26) and will have authority over
the nations and reign as co-kings with Christ in the millennium (Rev.
2:26-27; 20:4, 6). It will ultimately be fulfilled in the New Jerusalem,
which will express God’s image, having His glory and bearing His
appearance (Rev. 4:3a; 21:11, 18a), and also exercise God’s divine
authority to maintain God’s dominion over the entire universe for

eternity (Rev. 21:24; 22:5).

1:26° (creeping) Typifying Satan, the serpent (3:1, 14; Rev. 12:9), and
his angels (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:4a, 7b), as well as the demons who follow

Satan (cf. Luke 10:19). See note 62, par. 1, in Rev. 4.
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[1:28) And God “blessed them; and God said to them, Be
*fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 'subdue it, and
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
heaven and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

(3) Man and All Other Living Creatures
Satisfied by God’s Provision
VV. 20-30

[1:29] And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb
that produces seed that is on the surface of all the earth
and every tree 'which has fruit that produces seed; they
shall be for you as *food.

[1:30] And to every animal of the earth and to every bird
of heaven and to everything that creeps upon the earth,
in which is a living soul, I have given every green herb
for food; and it was so.

1:28" (subdue) Subdue here implies that a war is raging on earth
between God and His enemy, Satan. Whoever gains the earth will have
the victory. Man was created by God to subdue, to conquer, the earth and

recover it for God.
1:292 (food) See note 3" in ch. 9.

1:29" (which) Lit., on which is the fruit of a tree seeding seed.
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(4) Everything Being Very Good to God
V. 31

[1:31] And God saw everything that He had made, and
indeed, it was 'very *good. And there was evening and
there was morning, the sixth day.

GENESIS 2

g. God Resting in Satisfaction, the Seventh Day
2:1-3

[2:1] Thus the heavens and the earth and all their host

were finished.

[2:2] And on the “seventh day God finished His work
which He had done, and He "rested on the seventh day
from all His work which He had done.

1:31" (very) Previously God had said “good” (vv. 4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25),
but here He said “very good” because Adam had God’s image and had

been given God’s dominion.

2:2' (rested) God rested because He had finished His work and was

satisfied. God’s glory was manifested because man had His image, and
His authority was about to be exercised for the subduing of His enemy,
Satan. As long as man expresses God and deals with God’s enemy, God is

satisfied and can rest.

Later, the seventh day was commemorated as the Sabbath (Exo.

Genesis
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[2:3) R HELH, B REE, [2:3] And God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it
BEAris H a7 —1) ' gl i because in it He rested from all His work which God had

ER T, W2 7. 'created and made.
— ERH BN FE B. God’ d '
— MEMBERBFE . God’s Procedures to Fulfill His Purpose
—4~25 2:4-25
dkE
1 Bx— 1. The Background—
RAPER, HEAHME, No Rain from Heaven, No Man on the Ground,
A 'Eﬁ/= AL o L Ld L3
HEEESRY, RELEAKH L No Life in the Field, Only a Mist from the Earth
4~ 6 VV. 4-6
HELHDIRANE—H. HELBHET—HEAN 20:8-11). God’s seventh day was man’s first day. God had prepared
2%, AHEE, TAEMAHBTIE, NHE2ENH everything for man’s enjoyment. After man was created, he did not join
MEZE. ARBEAEETIEL, NHEUEEmE, I in God’s work; he entered into God’s rest. Man was created not to work
H—FRE, (2K+—28~30, ) ZEHRE but to be satisfied with God and rest with God (cf. Matt. 11:28-30). The
AR, AFNEELREHAERN. (A7J=27.) Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27).
EENLZEERE—NEF, EERNEKEEE, The rest here is a seed that develops through the Bible and is
WA EEREE. EREFHERSIFEENELZEHD harvested in Revelation. The development of this seed includes the rest
=28 (H=+8~11) fiEmzesa., (BF+—9, of the Sabbath day (Exo. 20:8-11) and the rest of the good land (Deut.
K8, ) FMHNREAMRE, (FE—10, =+ 12:9; Heb. 4:8) in the Old Testament, the rest of the Lord’s Day in the
7, MREIt752,. ) MFEFRMNRZRE. (KA1, 3, New Testament (Rev. 1:10; Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2), and the rest of the
9, 11, ) ZERIERHRTE R =T R ETith [E #E 3§ millennial kingdom (Heb. 4:1, 3, 9, 11). The consummation of rest is the
HANRE, B EFREEEEEEESEaHEY rest of the new heaven and new earth with the New Jerusalem, in which
g (2T —11, 23, ) HERBHBPERIET, all the redeemed saints will express God’s glory (Rev. 21:11, 23) and reign
(BE—-—=57T, ) HFIZKE. RFM9:F 1. with God’s authority (Rev. 22:5b) for eternity. See note 9" in Heb. 4.
@ 2:3' H:E, AlEMELE. 2:3" (created) Lit., created to make.
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[2:4] 'These are the generations of the heavens and of
the earth when they were “created. "When *Jehovah God
’made earth and heaven,

[2:5] And no “plant of the field was yet in the earth, and
no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for Jehovah God
had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was
no man to “work the ground,

2:4" (These) God’s desire and purpose to have a corporate man to
express Him in His image and to represent Him with His authority is
unveiled in 1:1—2:3. The remainder of ch. 2 is an added record to reveal
the way, the procedure, God takes to accomplish His purpose. This way
is life. In order for man to express God and represent God, he must have
God as his life, signified by the tree of life in v. 9.

2:42 (created) See note 1% par. 1, in ch. 1. First, God created the
heavens and the earth (1:1); then He made the earth and the heavens. In
God’s creation, it was first the heavens and then the earth (1:1), whereas
in God’s restoration and further creation, it was first the earth and then
the heavens.

2:4® (When) Lit., In the day.

2:4* (Jehovah) Elohim (1:1) is the name of God in His relationship
to creation, whereas Jehovah is God’s name in His relationship with
man. Jehovah means I am who I am (Exo. 3:14; cf. John 8:24, 28, 58),
indicating that Jehovabh is the self-existing and ever-existing eternal One,
the One who was in the past, who is in the present, and who will be in the
future forever (Rev. 1:4).
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[2:6] But a mist went up from the earth and watered the

whole surface of the ground—

2, The First Step—Creating Man
as a Vessel to Contain God as Life

V.7

[2:7] Jehovah God ‘formed *man from the **dust of the
‘ground and breathed into his nostrils the *breath of

life, and man became a living *soul.

2:5" (work) This signifies that there was no man to work with God by
human labor in coordination with His divine labor (cf. John 5:17; 1 Cor.
3:9). When man labors in coordination with God’s labor, God has the
basis to send the rain, signifying His Spirit of life (Joel 2:23, 28-29), to
mingle with man, the dust of the earth (v. 7), to produce life.

2:7* (ground) Heb. adamabh.

2:7 (dust) Man’s body, formed from the dust of the ground, is man’s
outward form and an organ for him to contact the material realm.

2:7' (formed) Or, shaped (as a potter would). See note 1*, par. 1, in
ch. 1.

2:7% (man) Heb. adam. The first step of God’s procedure in fulfilling
His purpose was to create man as a vessel to contain Himself as life (Rom.
9:21, 23; 2 Cor. 4:7; 2 Tim. 2:21).

2:7° (breath) Heb. neshamah, translated spirit in Prov. 20:27,
indicating that the breath of life breathed into man’s body became the
spirit of man, the human spirit (cf. Job 32:8). Man’s spirit is his inward

organ for him to contact God, receive God, contain God, and assimilate
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God into his entire being as his life and his everything. It was specifically
formed by God and is ranked in importance with the heavens and the
earth in God’s holy Word (Zech. 12:1). The spirit of man is for man to
worship God (John 4:24), to be regenerated by God (John 3:6b), and to
be joined to God (1 Cor. 6:17; 2 Tim. 4:22) that man may walk and live in
an organic union with God (Rom. 8:4b) to fulfill God’s purpose.

The breath of life breathed into man’s nostrils was not the eternal
life of God nor the Spirit of God. See note 382 in Luke 3. Man did not
receive the Spirit of God until the Lord breathed the Holy Spirit into
His disciples on the day of His resurrection (John 20:22). Nevertheless,
because the human spirit came out of God’s breath of life, it is very close
to the Spirit of God. Thus, there can be a transmission between God the
Spirit and man’s spirit, and the human spirit is able to contact God and
be one with God (Rom. 8:16 and note 2; 1 Cor. 6:17 and note 2).

Within man’s spirit there are three functions: conscience, enabling
man to know what God justifies and what He condemns (Rom. 9:1
and note 2); fellowship, that man may contact God, worship God, and
commune with God (John 4:24; Eph. 6:18a; Rom. 1:9); and intuition,
giving man a direct sense of God and a direct knowledge from God (Mark
2:8; 1 Cor. 2:11).

2:7% (soul) Man’s soul, which is his person, his very self (Exo. 1:5; Acts
2:41), was not formed from a certain element but was produced by the
combining of the human spirit and the human body. The soul, composed
of man’s mind, emotion, and will, has the psychological consciousness to

contact the psychological realm.

God is triune—the Father, the Son, and the Spirit (Matt. 28:19)—and
man is tripartite—spirit and soul and body (1 Thes. 5:23). The Triune
God created such a tripartite man to be a living vessel that man may have
the capacity to contain God and be joined to God organically (John 15:4-
5; Rom. 11:17-24) to be His organism for His expression in humanity. See

note 23° in 1 Thes. 5 and notes 12 and 12% in Heb. 4.
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3. The Second Step—
Having Man Receive God as Life
vv. 8-17

a. Placing Man in Front of the Tree of Life
vv. 8-9

[2:8] And Jehovah God planted a *garden in 'Eden, in the
east; and there He put the man whom He had formed.

[2:9] And out of the ground Jehovah God caused to
grow every tree that is 'pleasant to the sight and good
for food, as well as the *tree of life in the middle of the

garden and the *’tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

2:8' (Eden) A Hebrew word meaning pleasure.

2:9" (pleasant) Indicating that God wanted to please man and make
him happy. God wants man to be pleased with Him and satisfied with
Him (Psa. 100; Phil. 4:4).

2:9% (tree) The second step of God’s procedure in fulfilling His
purpose was to place the created man in front of the tree of life, which
signifies the Triune God embodied in Christ as life to man in the form
of food. God’s placing man in front of the tree of life indicates that God
wanted man to receive Him as man’s life by eating Him organically
and assimilating Him metabolically, that God might become the very
constituent of man’s being. According to John 1:1, 4, life is in the Word,
who is God Himself. This life—the divine, eternal, uncreated life of God—
is Christ (John 11:25; 14:6; Col. 3:4a), who is the embodiment of God (Col.
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Gen. 2:17
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4
branches.

2:9). The tree of life grows along the two sides of the river of water of life
(Rev. 22:1-2), indicating that it is a vine. Since Christ is a vine tree (John
15:1) and is also life, He is the tree of life. He was processed through
incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection that man might have life and

live by eating Him (John 10:10b; 6:51, 57, 63).

2:9® (tree) The tree of the knowledge of good and evil signifies Satan
as the source of death to man (Heb. 2:14). It also signifies all things apart
from God, for anything that is not God Himself, including good things
and even scriptural things and religious things, can be utilized by Satan,
the subtle one, to bring death to man. Even the Scriptures inspired by
God and the law given by God can be utilized by Satan as the tree of
knowledge to bring in death (John 5:39-40; 2 Cor. 3:6b).

The tree of life causes man to be dependent on God (John 15:5),
whereas the tree of knowledge causes man to rebel against God and to be
independent from Him (cf. 3:5). The two trees issue in two lines—the line
of life and the line of death—that run through the entire Bible and end in
the book of Revelation. Death begins with the tree of knowledge (v. 17) and
ends with the lake of fire (Rev. 20:10, 14). Life begins with the tree of life
and ends in the New Jerusalem, the city of the water of life (Rev. 22:1-2).

2:10" (river) The river here signifies the river of water of life, along

which the tree of life grows (Rev. 22:1-2 and notes 1%, 1%, and 2"). This
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[2:11] The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one that goes

around the whole land of “Havilah, where there is gold.

[2:12] And the 'gold of that land is good; “bdellium and

onyx stone are there.

river quenched man’s thirst and watered the garden that life might grow.
At the beginning and the end of the Bible there are the tree of life and the

river flowing with living water.

2:10? (forth) The river going forth from Eden signifies the river of
water of life flowing forth from God (Rev. 22:1), indicating that God is
the source of the living water for man to drink (cf. John 4:10; 7:37).

2:10% (four) The number four signifies man, the creature (Ezek. 1:5).
The one river becoming four branches signifies that the river flows out of
the unique God (signified by the number one) as the source and center to

reach man in every direction.
2:10* (branches) Lit., heads.

2:12" (gold) The flow of the river issued in three precious materials:
gold, bdellium, and onyx. These materials typify the Triune God as the basic
elements of the structure of God’s eternal building. Gold typifies God the
Father with His divine nature, which man may partake of through God’s
calling (2 Pet. 1:3-4), as the base of God’s eternal building; bdellium, a pearl-
like material produced from the resin of a tree, typifies the produce of God
the Son in His redeeming and life-releasing death (John 19:34) and His
life-dispensing resurrection (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3), as the entry into God’s
eternal building (cf. Rev. 21:21 and note 1, par. 1); and onyx, a precious stone,
typifies the produce of God the Spirit with His transforming work (2 Cor.
3:18) for the building up of God’s eternal building. The New Jerusalem is

constructed of these three categories of materials—gold, pearl, and precious
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[2:13] And the name of the second river is Gihon; it is

the one that goes around the whole land of Cush.

[2:14) And the name of the third river is “Hiddekel; it is
the one that goes east of Asshur. And the fourth river is
the Euphrates.

[2:15] And Jehovah God took the man and 'put him in
the garden of Eden to >work it and to *keep it.

stones (Rev. 21:11, 18-21). See note 21", par. 2, in Rev. 21.

The breastplate of the high priest, a symbol of Israel as God’s Old
Testament people, was constructed of gold and precious stones (Exo. 28:6-21),
and the church in the New Testament is built with gold, silver, and precious
stones (1 Cor. 3:12—there silver, signifying Christ’s redemption, is listed instead
of bdellium or pearl because of man’s need of redemption after the fall). This
indicates that the New Jerusalem includes the totality of God’s chosen and

redeemed people—Israel plus the church (see notes 12* and 14% in Rev. 21).

The flowing of the divine life in man brings the divine nature into
man (2 Pet. 1:4), regenerates man (1 Pet. 1:3), and transforms man into
the glorious image of Christ (2 Cor. 3:18). Thus, man, who was created of
dust (v. 7), becomes transformed precious materials for God’s building,
which will consummate in the New Jerusalem.

2:15" (put) Lit., caused him to rest.

2:15% (work) Man’s working the ground was that life, especially the
tree of life (v. 9), might grow for the fulfillment of the first aspect of God’s
purpose, i.e., to express God in His image. The ground typifies the human
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c. Allowing Man to Have Free Choice
vv. 16-17

[2:16] And Jehovah God commanded the man, saying,

*Of every tree of the garden you may eat freely,

[2:17] But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
of it you shall “not eat; for in the day that you eat of it

you shall surely *die.

heart, into which Christ as the seed of the tree of life is sown (Matt. 13:3-
23). To work the ground signifies to loosen and break our hard heart, to
open our heart to the heavens that the Spirit as the rain (see note 5') may

descend for the growth of Christ as the tree of life within us.

2:15% (keep) Or, guard. This is to protect the garden from God’s
enemy that the second aspect of God’s purpose might be fulfilled, i.e., to
deal with Satan by God’s authority. We need to work the ground that God
as the tree of life might enter into us. We also need to keep the ground,

leaving no opening for Satan as the tree of knowledge.

2:17" (not) God’s first commandment to man concerned man’s eating,
not man’s conduct. Eating is critical to man, a matter of life or death.
Man’s outcome and destiny before God depends altogether on what he
eats. If man eats the tree of life, he will receive God as life and fulfill
God’s purpose; if he eats the tree of knowledge, he will receive Satan as

death and be usurped by him for his purpose.

God’s forbidding commandment given as a warning to man indicates

(1) God’s greatness in creating man with a free will that man may choose
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4. The Third Step—
Working God into Man
as Life to Be His Complement
vv. 18-25

a. Man, Typifying God,
Needing to Have a Complement
vv. 18-20

[2:18] And Jehovah God said, It is not “good for the
'man to be alone; I will make him a "helper as his
2counterpart.

God willingly and not under coercion; (2) God’s love for man; and (3) God’s

desire that man would eat the tree of life to receive God into him as life.

2:17% (die) Referring not to the death of man’s body but to the
deadening of man’s spirit (Eph. 2:1), which leads ultimately to the death
of man’s entire being—spirit, soul, and body (Heb. 9:27; Rev. 20:14). See

note 1% in Eph. 2.

2:18" (man) The third step of God’s procedure in fulfilling His
purpose was to work Himself into man to make man His complement.
Adam here typifies God in Christ as the real, universal Husband, who
is seeking a wife for Himself (Rom. 5:14; cf. Isa. 54:5; John 3:29;
2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:31-32; Rev. 19:7; 21:9). Adam’s need for a wife
typifies and portrays God’s need, in His economy, to have a wife as

His complement.

2:18% (counterpart) Or, his complement; lit., his parallel. So also in
V. 20.
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[2:19)] Now Jehovah God had formed *from the ground
every animal of the field and every bird of heaven. And
He brought them to the man to see what he would call
them; and whatever the man called any living animal,

that was its name.

[2:20] And the man gave names to all cattle and to the
birds of heaven and to every animal of the field, but for
Adam there was 'not found a helper as his counterpart.

b. Man Gaining a Complement in and by Life
V. 21-25

[2:21] And Jehovah God caused a “deep sleep to fall
upon the man, and he slept; and He took one of his *ribs
and closed up the flesh in its place.

2:20" (not) The wife must be the same as the husband in life, nature,
and expression. Among the cattle, the birds, and the animals Adam did

not find a complement for himself, one that could match him.

2:21" (deep) In order to produce a complement for Himself, God
first became a man (John 1:14), as typified by God’s creation of Adam
(Rom. 5:14). Here Adam’s deep sleep for the producing of Eve as his wife
typifies Christ’s death on the cross for the producing of the church as His
counterpart (Eph. 5:25-27). Through Christ’s death the divine life within
Him was released, and through His resurrection His released divine life

was imparted into His believers for the constituting of the church (see
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the man.

note 34" in John 19). Through such a process God in Christ has been
wrought into man with His life and nature so that man can be the same

as God in life and nature in order to match Him as His counterpart.

2:212 (ribs) The rib taken from Adam’s opened side typifies the
unbreakable, indestructible eternal life of Christ (Heb. 7:16), which
flowed out of His pierced side (John 19:34) to impart life to His believers
for the producing and building up of the church as His complement. See

notes 36 in John 19 and 16" in Heb. 7.

2:22" (built) It does not say that Eve was created but that she was
built. The building of Eve with the rib taken from Adam’s side typifies
the building of the church with the resurrection life released from Christ
through His death on the cross and imparted into His believers in His
resurrection (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3). The church as the real Eve is the
totality of Christ in all His believers. Only that which comes out of Christ
with His resurrection life can be His complement and counterpart, the

Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 5:28-30).

2:22% (woman) At the end of the Bible is a city, New Jerusalem, the
ultimate and eternal woman, the corporate bride, the wife of the Lamb
(Rev. 21:9; 22:17), built with three precious materials (Rev. 21:18-21),
fulfilling for eternity the type shown in this chapter. Thus, in type all
the precious materials mentioned in vv. 11-12 are for the building of the

woman (see note 12Y).

2:22% (brought) As Eve was taken out of Adam and brought back to

Genesis
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[2:23] And the man said, This time this is “bone of my
bones / And flesh of my flesh; / This one shall be called

'Woman / Because "out of Man this one was taken.

[2:24] Therefore a “man shall leave his father and his

mother and shall cleave to his wife, and "they shall

1
become one flesh.

[2:25]) 'And both the man and his wife were “naked and

were not ashamed before each other.

Adam to be one flesh with him (v. 24), so the church produced out of
Christ will go back to Christ (Eph. 5:27; Rev. 19:7) to be one spirit with
Him (1 Cor. 6:17). See note 32" in Eph. 5.

2:23" (Woman) Heb. Ishshah, as also in v. 22. Just as Eve was the
increase of Adam, the church as the bride is the increase of Christ as the

Bridegroom (John 3:29-30).

2:23% (Man) Heb. Ish. So also in v. 24. Different from the word adam,

translated man elsewhere in the chapter.

2:24" (flesh) See note 223 Adam and Eve becoming one flesh, one
complete unit, is a figure of God and man being joined as one. The
coming New Jerusalem will be the eternal union of God and man, a

universal couple as a complete unit composed of divinity and humanity.

2:251 (And) Adam and Eve, being one, lived a married life together as
husband and wife. This portrays that in the New Jerusalem the processed

and consummated redeeming Triune God as the universal Husband will
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Gen. 29:14;
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2 Sam. 5:1;
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cf. Eph. 5:28-30
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1Cor. 11:8
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Matt. 19:5;
Mark 10:7;
Eph. 5:31;
cf.1Cor. 7:10-11

2:24"

1 Cor. 6:16
2:25"

cf. Gen. 3:7,10-11;
9:22;

Exo. 20:26;

Lev. 18:6-19
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GENESIS 3

II. Man’s Fall through Satan’s Corruption
3:1—11:32

A. The First Fall—
from God’s Presence to Man’s Conscience

3:1-24

1. The Serpent’s (Satan’s) Temptation
and Man’s First Fall
V. 1-7

live a married life with the redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and

glorified humanity as the wife, forever. See note 174, par. 2, in Rev. 22.

The revelation concerning the garden of Eden, as the beginning of the
divine revelation in the Holy Scriptures, and the revelation concerning
the New Jerusalem, as the ending of the divine revelation in the Holy
Scriptures, reflect each other. Both contain four things: (1) the tree of
life as the center of God’s eternal economy (v. 9; Rev. 22:2), (2) the river
flowing to reach the four directions of the earth (v. 10; Rev. 22:1), (3)
three kinds of precious materials (vv. 11-12; Rev. 21:11-14, 18-21), and
(4) a couple (vv. 18-25; Rev. 21:9-10; 22:17). What is revealed in these
two parts of the Scriptures is the central line of the divine revelation of
the entire Holy Scriptures and should be a controlling principle of the

interpreting and understanding of the Holy Scriptures.
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[3:1] Now the “serpent was more crafty than any other
animal of the field that Jehovah God had made. And he
said to the *woman, *Did God really say, "You shall not

eat of any tree of the garden?

3:1" (serpent) Man’s first fall was initiated by Satan through the
deceiving by the serpent (2 Cor. 11:3). The crafty serpent was the
embodiment of Satan, the Devil, the enemy and adversary of God (Matt.
13:39a; Rev. 12:9 and notes 3 and 4) and the tempter of man (Matt. 4:3;
1 Thes. 3:5).

Immediately after the first two chapters of Genesis, Satan came in,
and immediately before the last two chapters of Revelation, he will be
cast out (Rev. 20:10). Between the first two chapters and the last two
chapters of the Bible, Satan, the serpent, is constantly working to corrupt
and damage humanity and to thereby frustrate God from carrying out
His eternal purpose. In every generation the goal of God’s divine work
is to build up the Body of Christ to express His Son, Christ, and also to

eliminate the serpent.

3:12 (woman) The serpent contacted the woman, not the man,

because the woman is the weaker vessel (1 Pet. 3:7).

3:1% (Did) In tempting the woman, Satan first touched her mind by
questioning God’s word, causing her to doubt God’s word. The serpent’s
question stirred up Eve’s doubting mind and prevented her from using
her spirit to contact God. Satan’s evil thought entered into Eve and

contaminated her mind even before she ate of the tree of knowledge.

3:2" (said) The outward cause of man’s first fall was the serpent’s

temptation. The inward cause was the woman’s assuming the headship
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[3:2] And the woman 'said to the serpent, Of the fruit of
the trees of the garden we may eat;

[3:3] But of the fruit of the tree which is in the middle
of the garden, God has said, “You shall not eat of it, nor
shall you touch it, lest you die.

[3:4] And the serpent said to the woman, “You shall not
surely die!

[3:5] 'For God knows that in the day you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will become “like *God,
knowing good and evil.

(vv. 2-3, 6). The woman represents man’s position in relation to God.
God is man’s Husband (Isa. 54:5); man’s position is that of the wife. As
the man should be under the headship of God, so the woman should
be under the headship of man (1 Cor. 11:3). This is a safeguard against
the subtlety of the enemy. Here Eve assumed the headship by speaking
to the serpent directly, without the covering of her husband. Thus,
she was ensnared by the serpent and was deceived (1 Tim. 2:14). Eve’s
failure here typifies man’s failure in putting God aside and assuming the
headship over God to act independently of Him, thus opening the way for

Satan, the subtle one, to deceive man. See note 4" in Rom. 7.

3:5" (For) This slanderous word from the evil one caused Eve to
misunderstand God’s love and to doubt God’s heart in His forbidding
man to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (2:16-17). It

poisoned Eve’s emotion, causing her to dislike God.

3:52 (God) Or, gods.
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Gen. 3:13;

2 Cor. 11:3;
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Isa. 14:14;
Ezek. 28:2, 9;
cf.1John 3:2
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[3:6] And when the “woman saw that the tree was good
for food and that it was a "delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was to be desired to make oneself wise, she
'took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her
husband with her, and he “ate.

[3:7] 'And the eyes of both of them were “opened, and
they “knew that they were naked; and they sewed °fig
leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

3:6" (took) In the process of man’s fall, man failed to use his spirit
to contact God, thus bypassing God and putting God aside. Instead, he
exercised his soul, reasoning with the serpent in the mind, desiring the
tree of knowledge in the emotion, and deciding in the will to take the

fruit and eat it.

3:7' (And) The dreadful result of man’s first fall was manifold. First,
man transgressed God’s commandment (2:17; Rom. 5:14) and thus
fell under God’s condemnation (Rom. 5:16) and came under a curse
(vv. 17-19). He also became estranged from God (v. 8) and alienated
from the life of God (Eph. 4:18) in the tree of life (vv. 23-24). Not only
so, in the fall Satan’s evil thought, feeling, and will were injected into
man’s mind, emotion, and will, thus contaminating man’s soul (vv. 1,
4-6). Through man’s eating of the tree of knowledge, Satan entered
man’s body and became the very sin within man (cf. Rom. 7:8, 11, 17,
20 and note 8"). Thus the human body, which was created pure and
sinless, was transmuted into the flesh of sin (Rom. 7:18a and note 2).
As a consequence of the fall man’s spirit was deadened (cf. Eph. 2:1,

Genesis
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2. God Dealing with Man’s First Fall
vv. 8-24

a. Seeking Man
vv. 8-13

5 and note 1), becoming insulated from God and losing its function
toward God. Hence, each of man’s three parts—his body, his soul,
and his spirit—was damaged by the fall. Furthermore, fallen man was
constituted a sinner (Rom. 5:19) and became a victim of death (Rom.
5:12b, 14a; 1 Cor. 15:22a). Consequently, man was spoiled from fulfilling
God’s purpose, which is to express God in His image and represent God
with His dominion (1:26). Finally, because of man’s fall all the creation is

subjected to vanity and the slavery of corruption (Rom. 8:20-21).

3:7% (knew) This is the beginning of the function of the human
conscience. The conscience, being a function of man’s spirit (see note 7°,
par. 3, in ch. 2), came into being at the time man was created by God.
However, it was not until after man partook of the tree of knowledge that
the function of the conscience was manifested. After the fall Adam was
ashamed of his nakedness (cf. 2:25) because the function of his conscience
was activated. From that time the conscience in man began to bear the

responsibility of refusing evil and accepting good. See note 1% in Rom. 9.

3:7° (fig) Fig leaves are of the vegetable life, which has no blood
for redemption (cf. Heb. 9:22). The coverings of fig leaves represent
man’s own works in attempting to cover his sinfulness. Such works are
inadequate to cover man’s nakedness that he might be justified, accepted,

before God (cf. Rom. 3:20a). See notes 21" and 212

Genesis
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[3:8] And they heard the 'sound of Jehovah God walking
about in the garden in the %cool of the day, and the
man and his wife “hid themselves from the presence of

Jehovah God among the trees of the garden.

[3:9)] And 'Jehovah God called to the man and said to

. 2
him, “Where are you?

3:8" (sound) Or, voice.
3:8% (cool) Lit., breeze; Heb. ruach.

3:9' (Jehovah) Although the man created by God had been spoiled by
His adversary, the unchanging and everlasting God would never change
by annulling His eternal economy, which He made in eternity past for
eternity future (Eph. 3:9-11). Thus, He had to rescue the man whom He
had created for His unchanging purpose, even at the cost of sacrificing
His only begotten Son (John 3:16). It is for this reason that even in
eternity past Christ as the second of the Divine Trinity was preparing to
come into time (Micah 5:2) to die for fallen man according to the divine
determination made in the council of the Divine Trinity in eternity past

(Acts 2:23 and note 1; 1 Pet. 1:18-20 and note 20%).

3:9% (Where) Immediately after the fall, Adam and Eve knew that
the result of their transgression was to be death (cf. Rom. 1:32a; 6:23a).
Therefore, they hid themselves from the Lord’s presence, awaiting the
sentence of death (v. 8). However, God came to seek them, not to declare
the sentence of death but to preach the gospel to them and to save them
from their fall (cf. John 3:17; Luke 19:10). The first word of the gospel
preached by God was “Where are you?” This question was not the
pronouncement of a judgment; it was the opening word of the glad tidings.
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[3:10) And he said, I heard the sound of You in the
garden, and I was afraid because I am “naked; so I hid
myself.

[3:11] And He said, 'Who told you that you are naked?
Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you
not to eat?

[3:12] And the man said, The woman whom You gave to
be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.

[3:13) And Jehovah God said to the woman, What is this
that you have done? And the woman said, The “serpent
deceived me, and I ate.

b. Judging the Serpent
V. 14

[3:14] And Jehovah God said to the serpent, Because you
have done this,/ You are ‘cursed more than all the cattle
/ And more than all the animals of the field: / Upon your
%stomach you will go, / And *dust you will eat / All the
days of your life.

3:11" (Who) God questioned Adam and Eve not because He intended
to condemn them but because He wanted to lead them to confess their

transgressions (cf. 1 John 1:9).

3:14" (cursed) God did not judge Adam and Eve, but He judged the
serpent by cursing him.
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the heel.

3:14% (stomach) This implies that God limited Satan’s activity and
move to the earth. As long as we set our mind on the things that are
above the earth, the serpent, the Devil, Satan, cannot touch us (Col. 3:1-3;

1John 5:18; Rom. 16:20).

3:15'(woman) The woman here signifies first Eve and then the virgin
Mary, the mother of the Lord Jesus (Gal. 4:4). She also signifies all the
people of God who take the position of a woman before God, trusting
in Him (see note 2" in Gen. 3), as represented by the universal woman
in Rev. 12:1 (see note there). Thus, the enmity between the serpent and
the woman is the enmity between Satan and all God’s people (see note
4% in Rev. 12). The serpent’s hating and fighting against God’s people
began when Satan instigated Cain to murder Abel (4:8; 1 John 3:12) and
continues through all the generations until Satan is cast into the lake of

fire for eternity (Rev. 20:7-10).

3:15% (seed) The serpent’s seed are the people who follow Satan.
Because Satan, the old serpent (Rev. 12:9; 20:2), has injected himself
as sin into man’s flesh (see note 182 in Rom. 7), all men have become
serpents in the eyes of God (Matt. 23:33). As Satan’s followers, they
are his sons, his seed, not by adoption but by birth (Matt. 3:7; 13:38;

Genesis
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John 8:44; 1 John 3:10). Thus, they have the serpentine nature
and life. They are used by Satan to persecute and fight against the

woman’s seed.

3:15° (seed) The seed of the woman is the incarnated Jesus Christ,
who as the very God was born of the virgin Mary to be a man, as
prophesied in Isa. 7:14, fulfilled in Matt. 1:23, and confirmed in Gal. 4:4.
Thus, the promise here indicates that God Himself would come to be a
human seed to bruise the head of the damaging serpent. Ultimately, the
seed of the woman is enlarged to include the overcoming believers, the
stronger part of God’s people, signified by the man-child in Rev. 12:5 (see
note 2 there). The man-child, the corporate seed of the woman, includes
the Lord Jesus, the individual seed of the woman. Psalm 2:8-9, Rev.
2:26-27, and Rev. 12:5 indicate that the Lord Jesus as God’s Anointed,
the overcomers in the churches, and the man-child will rule the nations
with an iron rod, thus proving that the Lord Jesus, the overcomers, and
the man-child are one. The Lord as the leading Overcomer (Rev. 3:21) is
the Head, center, reality, life, and nature of the man-child, and the man-

child as the following overcomers is the Lord’s Body.

3:15" (bruise) The bruising of the serpent’s head by the seed of the
woman is the destroying of Satan, the one who has the might of death,
by the Lord Jesus through His death on the cross (Heb. 2:14 and note;
1 John 3:8). While the Lord was destroying the serpent on the cross, the
serpent bruised His heel, i.e., wounded Him by nailing His feet to the

cross (Psa. 22:16).

Through the Lord’s death on the cross, Satan, the old serpent, was
judged, cast out (John 12:31; 16:11). That judgment will ultimately be
carried out by the overcomers as the man-child, the corporate seed of the

woman (Rev. 12:9 and note 1).
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16 ~19 Vv. 16-19
[3:16) ¥« A&, FTnzzhnwpr™  [3:16] To the woman He said, I will greatly multiply
1SRRG 28, IRAEE R L2828, / Your pain in your “childbearing; / In pain you will

PRGFERZEARS T, AR ™ B EER bring forth children. / And your desire will be to your

husband, / And he will "rule over you.

[3:17) CHtan e, VREREE 155, [3:17] And to Adam He said, Because you listened

W27 3% BT Wy IR AR AS m] L R A Y BR to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree
5, Hub RIAR B 5 s 2 TLER AR concerning which I commanded you, saying, You shall
g BT AEERAE A, not eat of it; “Cursed is the ground because of you;

/ In "toil will you eat of it / All the days of your life.

[3:18) A VRE H * FIBEAIPERE 2R, [3:18] And “thorns and thistles will it bring forth for you,

AR, L T ] PP S 5 o / And you will eat the herb of the field;

@316 FHEEMNETHIESE, UGEFIZ 14~ 3:16" (childbearing) Childbearing with suffering and pain (1 Tim.
15, L 13~14, ) UKRZLKEE, (#Haj+—3, 2:14-15; 5:13-14) and the ruling of the husband (1 Cor. 11:3; 1 Tim. 2:11-12)
BRI 11~ 12, ) 2 ELL LT ABIIEEFI{RE; were ordained by God as a restriction and protection for the woman, who
A%, L AZEEN. took the lead in man’s fall.

@317 =, BE. i BB EE K, 3:17" (toil) Or, pain. The ground’s growing thorns and thistles (v. 18),

(18, ) NEXRBGAZREE, 5%nF, U7, 19 man’s enduring pain, toil, and sweat all the days of his life (vv. 17, 19a),
+F, ) BESHRKRLE, EIRT—19 T, ) E—IH and his returning to the ground, i.e., dying (v. 19b), were all ordained by
W E, VUMREI{REEZEGIERMA God to restrict and protect fallen and sinful man.
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[3:19] By the sweat of your face / You will eat bread /
Until you return to the ground, / Because from it you were
taken; / For “dust you are,/ And "to dust you shall return.

e. Redemption Anticipated
VV. 20-21

[3:20] And the man called his wife’s name 'Eve, because
she was the mother of “all living.

[3:21] And Jehovah God made coats of ‘skins for Adam
and for his wife and *clothed them.

3:20" (Eve) Meaning living. God’s announcing of the glad tidings in v.
15 concerning the seed of the woman destroying the serpent was the first
instance of the proclaiming of the gospel in the entire Bible. After hearing the
glad tidings, Adam believed that he and Eve would live and not die (cf. John
3:14-16); thus, he called his wife’s name Eve, living. Hence, God was the first
preacher of the glad tidings of the gospel, and Adam was the first believer.

3:21" (skins) Probably the skins of lambs sacrificed as substitutes for
the sinful Adam and Eve, with the shedding of blood for the forgiveness
of sins (Heb. 9:22). The killing of the lambs by God foreshadowed the
substitutionary death of Christ as the Lamb of God, with the shedding of
His precious blood for the accomplishing of redemption, based on which
God justifies the believing sinners (John 1:29; Rev. 13:8b; 1 Pet. 1:18-20;
3:18a; Eph. 1:7; Rom. 3:24).

God’s clothing Adam and his wife with the coats of skins means that
God justified them through their faith (Rom. 3:28). The coats are a type
of Christ as God’s righteousness to cover us that we might be justified by
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f. Closing the Way to the Tree of Life
VV. 22-24

[3:22] And Jehovah God said, Behold, the man has
become like one of “Us, knowing good and evil; and now,
est he put forth his hand and take also from the "tree of
life and eat and live forever—

God (Jer. 23:6; 1 Cor. 1:30). They were made by God and replaced the
coverings of fig leaves sewn by Adam (v. 7). See note 22° in Luke 15.

3:21% (clothed) Genuine substitution is based on union. After being
clothed by God with a coat of lamb skins, Adam became one with the
lamb. Thus, the sinner became one with the substitute. This is union.
Union brings in the effectiveness of substitution. When we believe in
the gospel, Christ is put upon us as our covering righteousness (cf. Luke
15:22), and we are put into Christ (1 Cor. 1:30), making us one with
Christ. Since we are one with Christ, whatever He has accomplished on
the cross becomes ours. To believe in Jesus Christ is to be one with Him,
to enter into a union with Him (see note 162 in John 3). In such a union,
whatever Christ is, whatever He has, whatever He has done and will do,
and whatever He has attained and obtained are ours. See notes 14°, par. 2,
in ch. 6; 18", par. 2, in ch. 8; 22? in Exo. 12; and 2% in 1 John 2.

The main items of the gospel are seen in vv. 15 and 21, which indicate
that God, the Creator of man, became man’s Savior after man’s fall by
becoming a human seed to die in order to destroy Satan, to redeem fallen
man, and to become man’s righteousness before God that he might be
justified and be in God to be one with Him.

3:22" (lest) Although Adam and Eve had the anticipated redemption,
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[3:23] Then Jehovah God sent him forth from the garden

of Eden, to work the “ground from which he was taken.

[3:24] So He drove the man out, and at the east of the
garden of Eden He placed the “cherubim and a ‘flaming
sword which turned in every direction to guard the way

to the "tree of life.

they did not yet have the actual redemption, which was accomplished by
Christ on the cross. They were still sinful in nature. If they had eaten of
the tree of life while in that condition, they would have lived forever with
their sinful nature. God did not allow that. The tree of life, signifying God
as life to man, must not be touched by sinful man. Thus, before the actual
redemption was accomplished, God had to close the way to the tree of life.
Once the actual redemption was completed to take away man’s sin (John
1:29) and terminate man’s sinful nature (John 3:14 and note; Rom. 8:3

and note 3), access to the tree of life would again be possible (Rev. 22:14).

3:24" (cherubim) God closed the way to the tree of life by means of
three items: the cherubim, the flame, and the sword. Cherubim signify
God’s glory (cf. Ezek. 9:3; 10:4; Heb. 9:5), the flame signifies God’s
holiness (Deut. 4:24; 9:3; Heb. 12:29), and the sword for killing indicates
God’s righteousness (cf. Lam. 3:42-43; Rom. 2:5). These attributes of God
placed requirements on sinful man. Since sinful man was unable to meet
these requirements (Rom. 3:10-18, 23), he was not permitted to contact
God as the tree of life, until Christ fulfilled the requirements of God’s
glory, holiness, and righteousness by His all-inclusive death on the cross
to open a new and living way for us to enter the Holy of Holies and partake

of the tree of life (Heb. 10:19-20 and note 20%; Rev. 22:14 and note 4).
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GENESIS 4

B. The Second Fall—
from Man’s Conscience to Others’ Control
4:1-26

1. The Background
V. 1-2

[4:1] And the man knew Eve his wife, and she conceived

and gave birth to 'Cain and said, I have “acquired a man,
2Jehovah.

[4:2] And again she gave birth, to his brother 'Abel. And
Abel was a *tender of sheep, but Cain was a *’tiller of
the ground.

4:1" (Cain) Meaning acquired.
4:1% (Jehovah) Or, with the help of Jehovah.

4:2" (Abel) Meaning breath or vanity. As a result of man’s first fall,

everything in human life became vanity (Eccl. 1:2-3).

4:22 (tender) Or, a shepherd, a feeder. Before the flood man was
permitted to eat only fruits and vegetables (1:29; 3:18), not meat (cf.
9:3). Thus, Abel’s tending of sheep was not to produce food for his living
but to provide offerings for God’s satisfaction. Abel not only believed the

gospel (see note 4") but also practiced the gospel and lived for it.
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2, Man’s Presumption, Anger,
Murder, Lying, and Arrogance
VV. 3-9

[4:3] And in the course of time Cain brought an 'offering

to Jehovah from the fruit of the ground.

[4:4] And Abel also brought an 'offering, from the
*firstlings of his flock, that is, from their fat portions.

And Jehovah had regard for Abel and for his offering.

4:23 (tiller) Or, laborer. In his occupation Abel took care only of

God’s satisfaction, whereas Cain cared only for his own living.

4:3" (offering) Cain did not follow the way of God’s salvation through
the anticipated redemption by the bleeding sacrifice (3:21; Heb. 9:22) but
continued man’s fall by presumptuously offering the fruit of his own labor
to God. Cain’s way of worshipping God was to invent a religion according
to his human concept and opinion (Jude 11 and note 1), which were
motivated by Satan, the subtle one (v. 7 and note; 1 John 3:12). Throughout
the centuries and generations there have been countless followers of Cain,

people in every place and time who have invented their own religion.

4:4" (offering) According to Heb. 11:4, Abel’s offering, a sacrifice,
was offered to God by faith. Faith comes by hearing the word of the
gospel (Rom. 10:17, 14). This indicates that Abel’s parents, Adam and
Eve, must have proclaimed to their children the glad tidings that God
had announced to them (3:15, 21). Like his father and mother, Abel
believed the gospel and presented his offering to God according to God’s
revelation in the word proclaimed by his parents. Thus, the first family

on earth was a family of the gospel, a family of believers.

Genesis
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[4:5] But for “Cain and for his offering He had 'no regard.

And Cain became very angry, and his countenance fell.

[4:6] And Jehovah said to Cain, Why are you angry, and

why has your countenance fallen?

[4:7] If you do well, will not your countenance be lifted

up? And if you do not do well, 'sin is crouching at the door;

and his desire is for you, but you must rule over him.

Abel was the first priest of God, representing all the believers in
Christ (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). In type, Abel offered Christ to God. According to
Num. 18:17, the firstling of a cow or sheep or goat, a type of Christ, had
to be offered to God. This offering included the sprinkling of the blood
upon the altar for redemption and the burning of the fat as a satisfying
fragrance to God. Hence, Abel’s offering, corresponding exactly with
what was later revealed in the Mosaic law, proves that his way of
worshipping God was according to God’s divine revelation, not according

to his own concept.

4:5"' (no) Cain rejected God’s way of taking Christ as God’s
righteousness to cover him (3:21; Phil. 3:9; 1 Cor. 1:30). Like the religious
Jews, he sought to establish his own righteousness, ignoring God’s
righteousness and not submitting to it (Rom. 10:3). Thus, his offering

was an insult to God, and God rejected it.

4:7" (sin) Sin and Satan are one (Rom. 7:8 and note). If we reject
God’s way of salvation, Satan as sin is crouching at the door, waiting for

the opportunity to seize and devour us (cf. Luke 22:31; 1 Pet. 5:8).
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[4:8] And Cain said to Abel his brother, 'Let us go into
the field. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up

against Abel his brother and *slew him.

[4:9] Then Jehovah said to Cain, Where is Abel
your brother? And he said, 'I do not know. Am I my

brother’s keeper?

3. God Dealing with Man’s Second Fall—
Cursing Man

and Making Him a Fugitive and a Wanderer
VV. 10-15

4:8" (Let) This clause is present in many ancient versions but lacking
in the Hebrew text.

4:8? (slew) Cain murdered his brother because of his anger provoked
by his religious jealousy (vv. 4-5). Throughout the generations those who
worship God according to the flesh have opposed, persecuted, and even
murdered those who worship according to the Spirit (Matt. 23:35; John
16:2; Rev. 17:6; cf. Gal. 4:29). In his offering to God and his murdering his

brother, Cain was on the line of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

In contrast, Abel was on the line of the tree of life. See note 9, par. 2, in ch. 2.

4:9' (I) This lie showed Cain’s arrogance toward God. Cain’s
murdering of Abel and his lying to God were alluded to by the Lord Jesus
in John 8:44, indicating that in the acts of murdering and lying, Cain was
one with the Devil, Satan, who was his source (1 John 3:12). Because Cain
had rejected God’s way and God’s warning (v. 7), he was gained by Satan,
the murderer and the liar, and became a murderer and a liar with Satan.
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[4:10) And He said, What have you done? The voice of
your brother’s “blood is crying out to Me from the ground.

[4:11] And now you are “cursed from the ground, which
has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s "blood
from your hand.

[4:12] When you till the ground, it will no longer yield its
strength to you. You will be a fugitive and a “wanderer
on the earth.

[4:13] And Cain said to Jehovah, My punishment is
greater than I can bear.

[4:14] Now You have driven me out this day from the
face of the ground, and from Your “face I will be hidden;
and I will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and
whoever finds me will "kill me.

[4:15) And Jehovah said to him, Therefore whoever kills
Cain, vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold. And
Jehovah put a mark on Cain, so that anyone who found
him would not strike him.

4:10" (blood) Both the blood of Abel and the blood of Jesus speak
(Heb. 12:24 and note 3). Abel’s blood spoke from the earth; Jesus’ blood

speaks from heaven.
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4 NESETEmT 4. Man Producing a Culture without God
16 ~ 24 V. 16-24
[4:16) R EZEEFESAIE R, = [4:16] And Cain went forth from the presence of Jehovah
ELE ) 38 T IS 2 Hh and dwelt in the land of 'Nod, east of Eden.

[4:17) ZEHEFEFFEE, FE FIE  [4:17] And Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and
V2 B R V) s A L v G [ TN 78 gave birth to 'Enoch; and he built a *city and called the
N EM T4, AR UAE DLEE name of the city after the name of his son Enoch.

[4:18) DLiEADLEE, DLEEA K F HER, [4:18]) And Irad was born to Enoch, and Irad begot
K P HER] A 38 - HOR], 35 R A 2 Mehujael, and Mehujael begot Methushael, and
Methushael begot Lamech.

@416 =, TE. 4:16" (Nod) Meaning wandering.

@4:17" &, #5liE, WEAL, #ElI%k. 4:17' (Enoch) Meaning initiated, dedicated, trained.

@ 4:17° %PEEERMNEZE, (6, ) BE 4:17° (city) After leaving God’s presence (v. 16), Cain constructed a
REFNBEF, MEBET—REH. hEEWMEESE city for his protection and self-existence. Within this city he produced
THEMIL. EFaEEGD, HEAN—TI—ARN a culture without God. In the garden God was everything to man—
IREE, 43, HEMIRYGE, AKLEMW, FikET his protection, maintenance, supply, and amusement. When man lost
—1]., EBFEAEZEPRANK, EFTETEZ God, he lost everything. Man’s loss of God forced man to invent human
EEETE EHNESHEYE, SHESFREE, UK culture, the main elements of which were cities for existence, cattle-
REEEHE, (20~22. ) EAREFEALK raising for making a living, music for amusement, and weapons for
RO, BHEEERE, B EXBEEGESR defense (vv. 20-22). The godless culture invented in Gen. 4 will continue
REL, (BE4+t~1+/)\. ) to develop until it climaxes in the great Babylon (Rev. 17—18).
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[4:19) And Lamech took two wives for himself: The name
of the first was Adah, and the name of the second Zillah.

[4:20) And Adah gave birth to Jabal; he was the father of

those who dwell in tents and raise cattle.

[4:21] And his brother’s name was Jubal; he was the

father of all those who play the lyre and pipe.

[4:22] And Zillah also gave birth to Tubal-cain, the
forger of every cutting instrument of bronze and iron;
and the sister of Tubal-cain was Naamah.

[4:23] And Lamech said to his wives, Adah and Zillah,
listen to my voice; / O wives of Lamech, hearken to my
speech; / For I have slain a man for wounding me, / Even
a young man for striking me.

[4:24] If Cain is avenged “sevenfold,/ Then Lamech seventy-

sevenfold.
5. The Way to Escape Man’s Second Fall—
Man Realizing His Fragility
and Calling on the Name of Jehovah
Vv. 25-26
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[4:25]) oo WEASE T [ =, What4d T [4:25)] And Adam knew his wife again. And she gave

— il 5L, Ahfthie g ey ZEEE, 5 birth to a son and called his name “Seth, for, she said,
A TR A AT T —E B AL E T, God has appointed me another seed instead of Abel,
FEZlER T, because Cain slew him.

[4:26) ZEH A T —H T, &40 ™  [4:26] And to Seth also a son was born, and he called his
DIEE L. fEISMEE, A BHEE ® Esk B name “Enosh. At that time men began to *call upon the

FHE] 4 name of Jehovah.
A = ==
slttic EHE GENESIS 5
= BRI AHEER, C. The Generations of the Saved
BrREAEENREER Revealing the Ultimate Issue of Man’s Fall
B 36 2 B and the Way to Escape It
f1~32 5:1-32

@ 4:25' =, ¥ 3. DIAMIEE, HERIMELS 4:25" (Seth) Meaning appointed. After the martyrdom of Abel, God
TBEIhH, EHKERE. appointed Seth to replace Abel in taking God’s way of salvation.

@ 4:26' &, BESIATERIAN 4:26" (Enosh) Meaning frail, mortal man.

@ 4:26° [Fxz= [ra---RERY, J [ rog---Fgmg, J 4:262 (call) The Hebrew word means to call out to, to cry unto, i.e., to
SO HESENESITRE. BEAEEECHE S cry out audibly. Because men realized that their life was vanity (see note
mEZ, (R2:F1, ) EEECREELIER, o) and that they were frail and mortal (see note 26"), they spontaneously

(R 2651, ) REBARMARFEIBMKESFIZEEAR began to call upon the name of Jehovah, the eternal One (see note 4* in
KIEEWRZ. (ART45E3. ) MHRRETEE ch. 2). Although they were vain and weak, by calling on the name of the
5509, (BFEEMTFRKENR, REEEE AR, Lord, they were made rich and strong, for they entered into the riches
BfIENTPRERkENEEMDhE. (1 and strength of the One on whom they called (Rom. 10:12-13 and notes).
12 ~13 BiFF., ) REZ215% 1. See note 21" in Acts 2.
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1. The Ultimate Issue of Man’s Fall—Death
V. 1-21, 25-27

[5:1] This is the book of the “generations of Adam.
*When God "created Adam, He made him in the likeness

of God.

5:1" (generations) The genealogy recorded in this chapter includes the
first ten generations of mankind, from Adam to Noah. According to Luke

3:23-38, human genealogy began with God and issued in Jesus Christ.

The history in the entire Old Testament is the Triune God’s
preparation for the carrying out of His eternal economy. This preparation
was initiated in a man, Adam (1:1—11:26), and eventually issued in
three persons, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob with Joseph (11:27—50:26),
who resulted in one people, Israel (Exo.—Mal.). The thirty-nine books
of the Old Testament reveal the preparation for bringing forth Christ,
the God-man, the complete God mingled with the perfect man (Matt.
1), for the producing of the Body of Christ (Eph. 1—4), the organism of
the processed and consummated Triune God (Eph. 4:4-6). The Body
of Christ will consummate in the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:1-23) as the
eternal enlargement of Christ (cf. John 3:30; 1 Cor. 12:12), the eternal
mingling of the Triune God with the tripartite man and the mutual
dwelling of God and man (Rev. 21:3, 22) for the expression of the
processed and consummated Triune God in His nature and glory (Rev.
21:18b, 21b, 10-11, 23) in the redeemed, regenerated, transformed, and

glorified tripartite man for eternity.
5:1%2 (When) Lit., In the day.
5:1° (likeness) See note 263, par. 1,in ch. 1.
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[5:2] Male and female He created them, and He “blessed
them and called 'their name Adam, on the day when
they were created.

[5:3] “And Adam 'lived one hundred thirty years and
'begot a son in his likeness according to his image, and
he called his name "Seth.

[5:4]) And the days of Adam after he had begotten Seth
were eight hundred years, and he begot more sons and
daughters.

[5:5)] And all the days that Adam lived were nine
hundred thirty years, and he 'died.

[5:6)] And Seth lived one hundred five years and begot
“Enosh.

5:2" (their) See note 26* in ch. 1.

5:3" (lived) This genealogy does not record the deeds and activities
of the people; it records only that they lived and begot. Man’s living and
begetting were for man’s multiplication (1:28a) to fulfill God’s eternal
purpose through mankind. Likewise, in the spiritual sense the believers
today should live and beget (1 Cor. 4:15) for God’s multiplication (John
1:12-13) to fulfill God’s purpose through the church.

5:5" (died) See note 12* in Rom. 5.
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[5:7) And Seth lived after he had begotten Enosh eight
hundred seven years, and he begot more sons and
daughters.

[5:8] And all the days of Seth were nine hundred twelve
years, and he died.

[5:9] And Enosh lived ninety years and begot Kenan.

[5:10] And Enosh lived after he had begotten Kenan
eight hundred fifteen years, and he begot more sons and
daughters.

[5:11] And all the days of Enosh were nine hundred five
years, and he died.

[5:12] And Kenan lived seventy years and begot
Mahalalel.

[5:13] And Kenan lived after he had begotten Mahalalel
eight hundred forty years, and he begot more sons and
daughters.

[5:14] And all the days of Kenan were nine hundred ten
years, and he died.

[5:15] And Mahalalel lived sixty-five years and begot
Jared.

Genesis
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[5:16)] And Mahalalel lived after he had begotten Jared
eight hundred thirty years, and he begot more sons and
daughters.

[5:17] And all the days of Mahalalel were eight hundred
ninety-five years, and he died.

[5:18] And Jared lived a hundred sixty-two years and
begot “Enoch.

[5:19] And Jared lived after he had begotten Enoch eight
hundred years, and he begot more sons and daughters.

[5:20] And all the days of Jared were nine hundred
sixty-two years, and he died.

[5:21] And Enoch lived sixty-five years and begot
“Methuselah.

5:21" (Methuselah) Meaning when he is dead, it will be sent. This
name has a prophetic significance. By naming his son Methuselah,
Enoch prophesied of the coming of the flood in the year that Methuselah
died, which was Noah’s six hundredth year (7:6; 5:25-29a). Enoch had
received the revelation from God that He would judge the entire ungodly
generation of mankind (cf. Jude 14-15). This motivated Enoch not to
follow the current of the age but to walk with God (vv. 22, 24) and thus
live a godly and holy life (cf. 2 Pet. 3:10-12).
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2. The Way to Escape Death—
Walking with God
V. 22-24

[5:22] And Enoch “walked with God after he had
begotten Methuselah three hundred years, and he begot
more sons and daughters.

[5:23] And all the days of Enoch were three hundred
sixty-five years.

[5:24) And Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for
God “took him.

5:22" (walked) To walk with God is to take Him as our center and
everything, to do things not according to our own concept and desire but
according to His revelation and leading, and to do everything with Him.
This implies the denying of our self and everything that is of our self (Matt.
16:24-25) that we may be one with Him.

5:24" (took) Enoch was the first person to be raptured. By this he
escaped death, the ultimate issue of man’s fall (Heb. 11:5). This first
mentioning of the rapture establishes the principle of the rapture: our
being raptured depends on our being mature in the divine life by our
walking with God. Enoch walked with God day and night for three
hundred years. According to Heb. 11:5-6, he did this by faith, believing
that God is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
After three hundred years of seeking God and walking with Him, Enoch

was taken by God, thus obtaining the reward of not seeing death.
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1. The Ultimate Issue of Man’s Fall—
Death (cont’d)
VV. 25-27
[5:25] And Methuselah lived one hundred eighty-seven
years and begot Lamech.

[5:26] And Methuselah lived after he had begotten
Lamech seven hundred eighty-two years, and he begot
more sons and daughters.

[5:27) And all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred
sixty-nine years, and he died.

3. The Family of Salvation Finding Comfort and Rest
vv. 28-32

[5:28] And Lamech lived a hundred eighty-two years
and begot a son.

[5:29] And he called his name 'Noah, saying, This one
will *give us rest from our work and from the toil of
our hands, which come because of the ground which
Jehovah has “cursed.

5:29" (Noah) Meaning rest or comfort.
5:292 (give) Or, comfort us in our work.
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[5:30] And Lamech lived after he had begotten Noah five
hundred ninety-five years, and he begot more sons and
daughters.

[5:31] And all the days of Lamech were seven hundred
seventy-seven years, and he died.

[5:32] And Noah was five hundred years old. And Noah
“begot Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

GENESIS 6

D. The Third Fall—
From Others’ Control to Human Government
6:1—8:3

1. The Evil Spirits Mingling with Man
and Man Becoming Flesh
6:1-4
[6:1] And when men began to multiply on the surface of

the ground, and daughters were born to them,

[6:2] The 'sons of God saw that the daughters of men
were fair; and they *took wives for themselves from all
whom they chose.

6:2" (sons) The sons of God here are the fallen angels (cf. Job 1:6;
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[6:3] And Jehovah said, My “Spirit will not strive with
man forever, for he indeed is *flesh; so his days will be

‘one hundred twenty years.

2:1; 38:7) who joined Satan in his rebellion against God (Rev. 12:4) and
became the rulers and authorities in Satan’s dark kingdom (Matt. 12:26;
Eph. 6:12).

6:22 (took) At the time of man’s third fall, a number of the fallen
angels in Satan’s principality came down to the earth, took human bodies,
and used these bodies to form illegal marriages with the daughters of
men, thus polluting the human race by mixing it with the fallen spirits.
According to Jude 6-7 (see notes 6" and 7' there) the example set up
by the fallen angels in committing fornication with different flesh was
followed by Sodom and Gomorrah (19:4-9; Rom. 1:27).

6:32 (flesh) In man’s first fall man did not exercise his spirit (see note
6" in ch. 3); in the second fall he over-exercised his soul, inventing a new
religion (see note 3" in ch. 4). In the third fall man abused the fallen body
and became flesh, full of lusts, fornication, and violence (vv. 2, 5, 11). The
fallen flesh is the strongest and most evil enemy of God (Rom. 7:5—8:13)
and is thoroughly and absolutely hated by God. At the time of the third
fall the entire human race became flesh. Thus, God stepped in and told
His servant Noah that He would destroy that whole generation (vv. 7, 13).
This is a prefigure of the age immediately preceding the Lord’s coming
back (Matt. 24:37-39).

6:3" (Spirit) This is the second mentioning of the Spirit in this book (cf.
1:2). Before this time God’s Spirit was graciously working and striving
with man to counter man’s rebellion and fall. Nevertheless, here a point
was reached when the Spirit of God would strive with man no longer,
signifying God’s forsaking of man.
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[6:4] The “Nephilim were on the earth in those days—
and also afterward—when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men, and they bore children to them; these
were the mighty men who were of old the men of renown.

2, God Dealing with Man’s Third Fall—
Blotting Out Man from the Earth
6:5-7
[6:5) And Jehovah saw that the “wickedness of man was

great in the earth, and that every 'imagination of the
thoughts of his "heart was only evil continually.

[6:6] And Jehovah “repented that He had made man on
the earth, and it "grieved Him in His heart.

[6:7) And Jehovah said, I will *blot out the man whom I
have created from the surface of the ground, from man
to beast to creeping things to the birds of heaven; for I
repent that I have made them.

6:4" (Nephilim) Or, giants. The word means the fallen ones. The illegal
marriage between fallen angels and the human race produced Nephilim,
giants, “the mighty men who were of old, the men of renown” (cf. Num.
13:32-33). God sent the flood to exterminate Noah’s generation because
that generation had become impure. For the sake of the fulfillment of His

purpose, God could not allow such a human race to exist.
6:5" (imagination) Or, purpose, desire.

Genesis

6 :43
Num. 13:32-33;

Deut. 2:20-21;
311

6:5"

Matt. 24:38-39;
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3. The Way of Salvation from the Third Fall
6:8—8:3

a. Walking with God
6:8-10

[6:8] 'But Noah *found *favor in the sight of Jehovah.

[6:9] These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a

“righteous man, blameless in his generations; and Noah
Pwalked with God.

6:8" (But) Satan had corrupted man to the uttermost, and God had

determined to destroy the man whom He had created for His purpose.
Thus, it appeared that God was defeated. But Noah points to the sovereign
factor that provided God a way to continue to carry out His original
purpose with man. Through Noah’s life and work God gained the victory

over His enemy and changed the age. Cf. notes 8" in Dan. 1 and 4" in Eph. 2.

6:8% (favor) Or, grace. Noah was able to walk with God (v. 9) in that

crooked, perverted, and adulterous generation because he found grace (cf.
Heb. 4:16). Grace is God coming to us to be our life supply, our strength,
and our everything (see note 10" in 1 Cor. 15). Such grace enabled Noah
to overcome the flesh and to live a righteous life (Ezek. 14:14; cf. Rom.

5:17-21 and notes).

6:9"' (walked) Like his great-grandfather Enoch (5:22-24), Noah

walked with God by faith (Heb. 11:7), which was God’s divine element
transfused and infused into him to be his believing ability (Rom. 3:22
and note). As a result, he became heir of God’s righteousness (cf. Rom.
4:3, 9) and a herald of righteousness (2 Pet. 2:5) as a protest against the
evil generation. Noah’s righteousness strengthened God’s standing to

execute His judgment upon that ungodly generation.
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[6:10) And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and
Japheth.

b. Building the Ark
6:11—7:16

(1) Receiving the Revelation
6:11-21
[6:11] And the earth was corrupt before God, and the
earth was filled with violence.

[6:12] And God looked on the earth, and behold, it was
corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth.

[6:13] And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh has
come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence
because of them; and now I am about to destroy them
with the earth.

[6:14] Make yourself an 'ark of *gopher wood; you shall
make rooms in the ark and shall cover it within and
without with *pitch.

6:14” (gopher) A kind of cypress, a resinous wood that can withstand
the attack of water. It is a figure of the crucified Christ, who can

withstand the waters of death (Acts 2:24).
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6:14" (ark) The ark is a type of Christ (1 Pet. 3:20-21), not only the
individual Christ but also the corporate Christ, the church, which is the
Body of Christ and the new man (1 Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:15-16; Col. 3:10-
11). The building of the ark typifies the building of the corporate Christ,
with the element of Christ’s riches as the building material, by those who
work together with God (1 Cor. 3:9-12a; 2 Cor. 6:1; Eph. 3:8-10; 4:12). By
building the ark and entering into it, Noah was not only saved from God’s
judgment on the evil generation through the flood, but was also separated
from that generation and ushered into a new age (1 Pet. 3:20 and note
3). Likewise, by building the church and entering into the church life, we
will be saved from God’s judgment on today’s evil generation through the
great tribulation (Matt. 24:37-39; Luke 17:26-27; 1 Thes. 5:3) and will be
separated from that generation (Luke 21:36; Rev. 3:10) and ushered into

a new age, the age of the millennium.

6:14° (pitch) The root of the words pitch in this verse and expiation
elsewhere in the Old Testament means primarily to cover. The pitch here
is a type of the redeeming blood of Christ, which covers God’s building
within and without (Lev. 4:5-7; 6:30; 16:14-19; Heb. 9:21). The pitch
within the ark was for the peace of Noah and his family (cf. Heb. 9:14),
whereas the pitch without was for God’s satisfaction (cf. Exo. 12:13).
Noah and his family were saved from the judgment of the flood by the
pitch on the ark, signifying that the believers in Christ are saved from
God’s judgment by the redeeming blood of Christ (Rom. 5:9).

In order for the pitch on the ark to be effective, Noah and his family
had to be in the ark, i.e., in union with the ark. Likewise, in order to
apply the redemption through Christ’s blood, we must be in Christ, i.e.,
in union with Him by believing into Him (John 3:16; 1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:7).

See notes 21%in ch. 3, 22% in Exo. 12, and 2% in 1 John 2.
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[6:15] And 'this is how you shall make it: The length of
the ark shall be *three hundred *cubits, its width *fifty
cubits, and its height *thirty cubits.

[6:16] You shall make an 'opening for light for the ark,
and you shall finish it up to a cubit from the top; and
you shall put the %entrance of the ark in its side; you
shall make it with *lower, second, and third stories.

6:15" (this) Noah built the ark not according to his own imagination

but absolutely according to God’s revelation. Cf. Exo. 25:9; 1 Chron.
28:11-19; 1 Cor. 3:10-12; Eph. 2:20a and note 2.

6:15% (three) The numbers three and five, seen here as components of
the ark’s dimensions, are basic numbers of God’s building (cf. Exo. 27).
The number three signifies the Triune God in His dispensing of Himself
into man (Matt. 28:19; 2 Cor. 13:14; Eph. 3:16-19). The number five is
composed of four, signifying man as one of God’s creatures (Rev. 4:6-
7 and note 62), plus one, signifying the one unique God (Deut. 6:4; Isa.
45:5; 1 Cor. 8:4). The significance of the numbers three and five is the
mingling of the Triune God with man. This is God’s building.

The dimensions of the ark are composed of three and five multiplied
by either ten or one hundred. The number ten signifies completeness
(Dan. 1:12, 20) and the number one hundred signifies fullness (Matt.
13:23). This signifies that God’s building is the mingling of the Triune
God with man in completeness and fullness.

6:15° (cubits) A cubit is approximately eighteen inches.

6:16" (opening) From the same root as the Hebrew word for noon. In

the ark there was only one window, toward the heavens, signifying that

Genesis
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FEHL R —AHE in which is the breath of life; everything that is on the

earth shall die.

[6:18) AT E ELARSL 2 &), URE#rE) [6:18) But I will establish My “covenant with you, and
G, ETEIE, EELE N A you shall come into the ark, you and your sons and your

wife and your sons’ wives with you.

[6:19) LA MABWEYD, B4 W E, [6:19] And of every living thing, of all flesh, two of every

HaaHRE, RERIE TR, HE/R— kind you shall bring into the ark to preserve them alive

[E R AT o with you; they shall be male and female.
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—3~4, ) FEMREEEXY., (EZ=7513~19, ) ministry (2 Cor. 3:6-9; 4:1). The light comes from above (Acts 26:13-19).

@616 EANFHARE—E, —EAO. = 6:162 (entrance) There is only one door, one entrance into the ark.
—EMSREE. BW+9. ) This one door typifies Christ (John 10:9).

@616 FHH=E, RERMAKEFLHN=— 6:16> (lower) The three stories of the ark signify the Triune God
#: APE (BTRERERE 'iERFKM, HBFKM according to our experience of Him: the Spirit, signified by the lower
H3F, (EsT—2, #H4+758, 13~15, ) X story, reaches us first and brings us to the Son (1 Pet. 1:2; John 16:8, 13-
ERMPAEEESNEEMEIIR. (H+M6, = 15), and the Son brings us higher in our experience, to the Father (John
18, RAZM85F 2, ) 14:6; Eph. 2:18; see note 8%in 1 John 4).

@6:18 RA9:E 1, 6:18" (covenant) See note 9" in ch. 9.
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[6:20] Of the birds according to their kind and of the
cattle according to their kind, of every creeping thing of
the ground according to its kind, two of every kind will
come to you in order to preserve them alive.

[6:21] And for your part, take some of every kind of food
that is edible, and gather it to yourself, and it will be for
food for you and for them.

(2) Preparing the Ark
6:22

[6:22] And °Noah did this; according to all that God
"commanded him, so he did.

GENESIS 7

(3) Entering the Ark
and Being Shut in the Ark by Jehovah
7:1-16

[7:1] Then Jehovah said to Noah, Come into the ark, you
and all your household, for you alone I have seen to be
“righteous before Me in this generation.

[7:2] Of every “clean animal you shall take with you
seven pairs, a male and its female; and of the animals
that are not clean two, a male and its female;
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[7:3] Also of the birds of heaven, seven pairs, male and
female; to 'preserve their offspring alive on the surface
of all the earth.

[7:4] For in seven more days I will cause it to rain on
the earth “forty days and forty nights, and every living
being that I have made I will blot out from the surface of

the ground.

[7:5] And Noah did according to all that Jehovah

commanded him.

[7:6] And Noah was 'six hundred years old when the

*flood of waters came upon the earth.

[7:7] And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives with him “went into the ark because of the waters
of the flood.

7:3" (preserve) The ark was not only for the salvation of man but also
for the salvation of all living creatures. See Col. 1:20 and note 2; Heb. 2:9

and note 3; and Mark 16:15 and note 2.

7:4" (forty) Forty is the number for trials, temptations, and sufferings

(Heb. 3:9; Matt. 4:2; 1 Kings 19:8).
7:6" (six) See note 21" in ch. 5.
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[7:8] Of clean animals and of animals that are not clean
and of birds and of everything that creeps upon the ground,

[7:9] Two by two they came into the ark to Noah, male
and female, as God had commanded Noah.

[7:10] And after the seven days the waters of the flood
came upon the earth.

[7:11] In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the
second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on
that very day all the “springs of the great deep burst
open, and the "windows of heaven were opened.

[7:12] And the rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights.

[7:13] On that very same day Noah and Shem and Ham
and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife and the
three wives of his sons with them entered the ark,

[7:14] They and every animal according to its kind and
all the cattle according to their kind and every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth according to its kind
and every bird according to its kind—every bird, every
winged creature.
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[7:15) And they went into the ark to Noah, “two by two

of all flesh in which was the breath of life.

[7:16] And those who went in, male and female of all
flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and Jehovah

shut the door behind him.

c. Saved through Water
7:17—8:3

[7:17) And the flood was on the earth “forty days; and
the 'waters increased and lifted up the ark, and it rose

high above the earth.

7:16" (shut) Noah’s entering into the ark (v. 13) is a type of our
entering into Christ. God’s shutting Noah in indicates that, although we
are free to enter into Christ, once we are in, we have no way to get out.
Once we believe into the Lord Jesus, we are “shut in” by God with no way

to get out of Him (John 10:28-29 and note 28Y).

7:17" (waters) The water through which Noah passed was a figure of
the water of baptism (1 Pet. 3:20-21 and note 21%). The pitch on the ark
saved Noah from the judgment of the flood (see note 14® in ch. 6), whereas
the water of the flood not only judged the world but also separated Noah
from the evil age (cf. Gal. 1:4; Acts 2:40-41). In the same manner, the
water of the Red Sea judged the Egyptians and saved the children of Israel
from the Egyptian age (Exo. 14:26-30). The water of baptism symbolizes
the death of Christ, which judged Satan and the world (Rom. 6:3; John
12:31) and which also saves the believers from the condemned world and

the satanic power of darkness (Gal. 6:14; Heb. 2:14).
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[7:18) And the waters prevailed and increased greatly
upon the earth, and the ark went about on the surface of
the waters.

[7:19] And when the waters had prevailed exceedingly
upon the earth, all the high mountains that were under
the entire heaven were “covered.

[7:20)] The waters prevailed fifteen cubits higher, once
the mountains were covered.

[7:21] And all “flesh that moved upon the earth expired:
birds and cattle and animals and every swarming thing
that swarms upon the earth and all mankind.

[7:22] Everything in whose nostrils was the “breath of
the spirit of life, of all that was on the dry land, died.

[7:23)] Thus He blotted out every living being that was
upon the surface of the ground, from man to beast to
creeping things to the birds of heaven. And they were
blotted out from the earth. And only “Noah was left, and
those who were with him in the ark.

[7:24] And the waters prevailed upon the earth one
hundred fifty days.
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GENESIS 8

[8:1] And God “remembered Noah and all the animals and
all the cattle that were with him in the ark; and God made

a "wind pass over the earth, and the waters subsided.

[8:2] The “springs of the deep and the windows of
heaven were also stopped, and the rain from the heavens

was restrained.

[8:3] And the waters receded steadily from upon the
earth. So at the end of “one hundred fifty days the
waters began to diminish.

E. Life in Resurrection
8:4—10:32

1. The Ark Resting upon the Mountains,
Signifying Resurrection with Christ

8:4-5
[8:4)] And the ark came to 'rest in the seventh month, on

the seventeenth day of the month, upon the mountains
of Ararat.

8:4" (rest) The ark’s passing through the water of death and coming
to rest on the mountains of Ararat is a type of Christ’s passing through
death and resurrecting out of death.
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[8:5] And the waters diminished steadily until the tenth
month. In the tenth month, on the first day of the month,
the tops of the mountains were seen.

2, The Raven Being Sent Forth,
Signifying the Fleshly Ones Going Back
to the World Judged by God
8:6-7

[8:6)] And at the end of forty days Noah opened the
window of the ark which he had made.

[8:7] And he sent out the 'raven; and it went out, going
to and fro until the waters had dried up from the earth.

3. The Dove Being Sent Forth,
Signifying the Spiritual Ones Staying with the Church
and Caring for Life in the Spirit
8:8-12

8:7' (raven) The raven is an unclean bird (Lev. 11:15) because it feeds
on carcasses, i.e., on death. The raven signifies the fleshly believers who
love the world judged by God and return to it to feed on the things of
death. The dove (v. 8) is a clean bird because it feeds on seeds, i.e., on
life. The dove signifies the spiritual believers who remain in the church

life and care for life in the Spirit.
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[8:8] And he sent out the “dove from him to see if the 8:8°

S. S. 1:15;

6:9;
waters had abated from the surface of the ground. Matt, 10:16;

cf. Matt. 3:16

[8:9] But the dove found no resting place for the sole
of her foot, so she returned to him to the ark, for the
waters were on the surface of the whole earth. And
he put out his hand and took her and brought her to

himself into the ark.

[8:10] And he waited yet another seven days, and again

he sent out the dove from the ark.

[8:11] And the dove came to him toward evening time, 8:11°
Exo. 27:20;
and there in her beak was a freshly plucked “olive leaf. 30:24;

Zech. 4:11
So Noah knew that the waters had abated from the earth.

[8:12] And he waited yet another seven days and sent

out the dove, and she did not return to him again.

4. Going Forth from the Ark in Resurrection
8:13-19

8:11" (olive) The olive is a type of the Spirit, and the fresh olive leaf

signifies the new life in the Spirit. Thus, the olive leaf was a sign of life.
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[8:13] And in the six hundred first year, in the first
month, the first day of the month, the water was dried
up from the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the
ark and saw that now the surface of the ground was dry.

[8:14] And in the second month, on the twenty-seventh
day of the month, the earth was dry.

[8:15] And God spoke to Noah, saying,

[8:16] Go forth from the ark, you and your wife and your
sons and your sons’ wives with you;

[8:17] Bring out with you every living thing that is with
you of all flesh—birds and cattle and every creeping
thing that creeps upon the earth—that they may swarm
on the earth and be “fruitful and multiply upon the earth.

[8:18] So Noah 'went forth, as well as his sons and his

wife and his sons’ wives with him.

8:18" (went) Eight people emerged from the ark. Christ was
resurrected on the first day of the week, i.e., the eighth day of the
old week (see note 1' in John 20); thus, the number eight signifies
resurrection. Since all the believers, the components of the church,
were included in Christ’s resurrection (Eph. 2:6; 1 Pet. 1:3), they are the
resurrected people. Hence, the living of Noah and his family after the
flood signifies the living of the church in Christ’s resurrection. This is a

seed of the church life.=

Genesis

8:17"
Gen. 1:22



8:20°
Bl+=7-8
+=18
—=9
K25
==20
=H7
HI+ 29
KF—5-6
A9

8:20"
B2
Fl+— 1-47

[8:19) —VIEEK. €Y. RKE. Flih
AT ERIENY), S, WA
TF ¥

5 HHRIB L EEFFMERER,
REFFEETFR
G E B RA AR
J\ 20 ~ 22

(8:20] 46 o F% HE AN #E 58 1 — &g ™ 4,
R RIS RS, T REIE
RS A

=G AR T K EEL YRR E, J\EAE
EAAE. Bitt, LAAFREKER, BMEEES
FEHELET .. ERAERNUIEEEEEE,
(#ABT— 30, FB—4, ) MEEEBRERET+F5, (E&E
76, HKiER 14, in—20 £, ) HEER—FEIEE.
(=6, =12, =1, ) AEHRMEEE=E,
BV LA T M RaS R .

@3:19" H:E, FJk

@38:20" EREEEB+FEMNER, MEANEE
BARAEBEER. (Fl—tHFF. ) EIEHAE
HEFRS, REEETFIGEEBERGH. £8T
R, RFIVEENE—HSE, T"2EMEL,
NRE+FEETLE;, RERMEELEEE, I
BIHRFPEAR S EASENEEEGH, FHESE
mE. RHE=A3835F 1.

@ 8:20° RF|— 351,

Atz

86

[8:19] Every animal, every creeping thing, and every
bird, everything that moves upon the earth, went forth

from the ark according to their families.

5. Making Burnt Offerings to Jehovah on an Altar,
Signifying the Offering of Christ to God
through the Cross
8:20-22

[8:20] And Noah built an “altar to Jehovah and took of
every "clean beast and of every clean bird and 'offered

*burnt offerings on the altar.

Eight persons were in the ark when it passed through the flood
and when it came to rest on the mountain. Thus, whatever the ark
experienced, they also experienced by being in the ark. This illustrates
how the believers, by being in Christ (1 Cor. 1:30; Eph. 1:4), were
crucified with Christ (Rom. 6:6; 2 Cor. 5:14; Gal. 2:20a) and also
resurrected with Christ (Eph. 2:6; Col. 2:12; 3:1). Because we are in

Christ, His experience has become ours.

8:20" (altar) The altar is a type of the cross of Christ, and the offerings
are types of the different aspects of Christ (Lev. 1—7 and notes). The building
of an altar and the offering of offerings on it signify the offering of Christ to
God through the cross. In the church life, the first thing we must do is not
to work for God but to go to the cross to be terminated; then we need to
experience Christ and offer to God the Christ whom we have experienced in

different aspects for God’s satisfaction. See note 38" in Exo. 29.
8:20% (burnt) See note 3" in Lev. 1.
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[8:21] And Jehovah smelled the “satisfying fragrance;
and Jehovah said in His heart, I will never again *curse
the ground on account of man, for the imagination of
man’s ‘heart is evil from his youth; “nor will I ever again

smite everything living as I have done.

[8:22] Throughout all the days that earth remains, /
'Seed time and harvest, and cold and heat,/ And summer

and winter, and “day and night / Shall not cease.

8:21' (satisfying) Or, soothing.

8:21% (curse) Man’s fall brought in the curse (3:17); the offering of
Christ to God through the cross in the church life keeps the curse away
and brings in the blessing (v. 22; Gal. 3:13-14). The ultimate curse is

death, and the greatest blessing is life (Psa. 133:3).

8:22' (Seed) Noah built an altar and offered burnt offerings (typifying
Christ) to God to please Him (vv. 20-21) so that the earth with its
systems of nature could be preserved. The perpetual regularity of the
different cycles in nature without end is God’s guarantee that the order of
the universe will be maintained for the preservation of the earth and the
growth of all kinds of living things, that man may multiply endlessly and
replenish the earth to fulfill God’s eternal purpose (1:26-28).
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GENESIS 9

6. Fulfilling God’s Purpose to Express
and Represent Him

9:1-7

[9:1] And God °blessed Noah and his sons and said to
them, 'Be "fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.

[9:2] And the “fear of you and the terror of you shall be
upon every animal of the earth and upon every bird of
heaven, on everything that creeps on the ground and on
all the fish of the sea; into your hand they are delivered.

[9:3] Every moving thing that lives shall be “food for
you; just as I gave you the green "herb, so I have given
you everything.

9:1' (Be) This brought “resurrected” mankind back to God’s original
purpose, which was that man express God and represent Him (see notes
26° through 26 in ch. 1). In the church life in Christ’s resurrection
we have been brought back to the beginning for the expression and

representation of God.

9:3" (food) Before the fall God ordained that man should eat only the
plant life, the nourishing, generating life (1:29). After the fall man needs
to eat not only the plant life but also the animal life, which involves the
shedding of blood and implies the need for redemption (Heb. 9:22). See

notes 51%in John 6 and 8" in Exo. 12.
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[9:4] But flesh with its life, that is, its “blood, you shall
not eat.

[9:5] And indeed your lifeblood I will require; from
every “animal I will require it. And from every man,
from every man’s brother, I will "require the life of man.

[9:6)] 'Whoever sheds man’s blood, / By man shall his
blood be shed, / For in the *image of God / He made man.

[9:7] And you, be “fruitful and multiply; / Abound on the
earth and multiply in it.

9:6' (Whoever) This was the beginning of human government. In
the garden, before the fall, man was directly under the rule of God. After
the fall, man was under the rule of his own conscience (3:7-10). However,
the rule of human conscience did not work well, and man fell further into
wickedness (6:5, 11). Thus, after the flood, God authorized man to rule over

other men, and human government began (Rom. 13:1 and notes 3 and 4).

At that time Noah was the deputy authority under God. This was a
shadow of the kingdom of God, the reality of which is the church life in
God’s New Testament economy, and the manifestation of which will be the

kingdom in the millennium (see notes 3* in Matt. 5 and 28" in Heb. 12).

9:6% (image) See note 26 in ch. 1.
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7. Living under God’s Covenant
9:8-17

a. No More Judgment through Death’s Waters
vv. 8-11

[9:8] Then God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him,
saying,

[9:9] And I Myself now establish My “covenant with you
and with your seed after you

[9:10] And with every living animal that is with you: the
birds, the cattle, and every animal of the earth with you,
of all that came out of the ark, every animal of the earth.

[9:11] And I establish My covenant with you, that never
again will all flesh be cut off by the “waters of the flood,
and never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth.

b. The Rainbow as the Sign
of God’s Faithfulness in Keeping His Covenant
VV. 12-17

9:9"' (covenant) In order to assure mankind that there would never
again be a flood to destroy them and the earth, God made a covenant
with Noah, with his seed, and with every living animal (vv. 9-17). See
notes 22" in ch. 8 and 6 in Rev. 4.
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[9:12] And God said, This is the “sign of the covenant
which I am making between Me and you and every
living animal that is with you, for perpetual generations:

[9:13]) I set My “bow in the clouds, and it shall be for a
sign of a covenant between Me and the earth.

[9:14) And when I bring clouds over the earth, and the
bow is seen in the clouds,

[9:15] I will “‘remember My covenant which is between
Me and you and every living animal of all flesh, and never
again will the "waters become a flood to destroy all flesh.

[9:16] And the bow will be in the clouds, and I will look
upon it to remember the “everlasting covenant between God
and every living animal of all flesh that is upon the earth.

[9:17] And God said to Noah, This is the “sign of the
covenant which I have established between Me and all
flesh that is upon the earth.

9:13" (bow) The rainbow signifies God’s faithfulness in keeping His
covenant. God Himself is faithfulness (1 Cor. 1:9; 1 John 1:9). He is
faithful to His word, and His word is His covenant. The rainbow is seen
again at the end of the Bible (Rev. 4:3), indicating that God’s faithfulness
will remain forever. See note 32 in Rev. 4, note 19", par. 2, in Rev. 21, and
note 28" in Ezek. 1.
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8. The Failure of the Leader and Deputy Authority
9:18-29

a. Caused by the Success of His Work
vv. 18-21

[9:18] Now the sons of Noah who came forth from the
ark were Shem and Ham and Japheth. And Ham was the
father of Canaan.

[9:19] These three were the sons of Noah, and *from

these the whole earth was spread over.

[9:20] And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a
vineyard.

[9:21] And he drank of the wine and became drunk. And
he 'uncovered himself inside his tent.

9:21" (uncovered) This was Noah’s failure, coming after the success
in his work, which He experienced under God’s blessing (v. 1). Noah
became drunk with the wine from his vineyards, and he was careless,
becoming naked without realizing it. In spiritual experience, because
of our fallen nature we must be covered whenever we come into God’s
presence (3:7, 21; Exo. 20:25-26; 28:40-43). Spiritually, our covering is
Christ (Luke 15:22; Gal. 3:27; Psa. 45:13). To be naked spiritually is to

lose Christ as our covering in the presence of God (cf. Rom. 13:14).
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b. Ham Exposing the Failure,

and Shem and Japheth Covering the Failure
VV. 22-24

[9:22) And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the “nakedness
of his father and told his two brothers outside.

[9:23] And Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid
it upon both their shoulders, and they walked backward
and covered the nakedness of their father. And their
faces were turned backward, so that they did not see
their father’s nakedness.

[9:24] And Noah awoke from his wine and learned what
his youngest son had done to him.

¢. Ham’s Son Receiving the Curse,
and Shem and Japheth Receiving the Blessing
VV. 25-29

[9:25) And he said, 'Cursed be Canaan:/ A servant of
servants / Shall he be to his brothers.

9:25" (Cursed) As the father of his family and the leader of mankind,
Noah was God’s deputy authority on earth. Although Noah had failed,
Ham’s descendants were cursed because Ham exposed the failure of

God’s deputy authority (v. 22) and thus touched God’s government in
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[9:26] And he said, Blessed be Jehovah, / The God of
'Shem; / And let Canaan be his servant.

[9:27] May God enlarge Japheth, / And let him dwell in
the 'tents of Shem, / And let Canaan be his servant.

a wrong way. Shem and Japheth were blessed because they respected
God’s government, covering the failure of the deputy authority and
not looking at it (v. 23). The failure of a leader in God’s government is
always a test to us. To expose a leader’s failure causes us to be negatively
involved with God’s government and thus to lose God’s blessing—see
Deut. 27:16 (cf. Eph. 6:2-3); Num. 12:1-10 and notes; 2 Sam. 15:10; 18:14-
15. If we remain in a right position under God’s government, a leader’s

failure will become our blessing.

9:26" (Shem) Shem, Noah’s first son, was the forefather of the
Hebrews, the Jews (Abraham was a descendant of Shem—11:10-26). In
Noah’s prophetic word concerning his three sons in vv. 25-27, Shem was
blessed to have God as his God.

9:27" (tents) A tent is a place where people may dwell, rest, and have
peace and enjoyment. Japheth’s dwelling in the tents of Shem indicates
that if Japheth and his descendants would be blessed and enjoy God as
their rest, peace, enjoyment, and salvation, they must believe in the God of
the Jews (cf. John 4:22). When the Lord Jesus came as a seed of Abraham
and a descendant of Shem, He became the tent, the tabernacle (John
1:14), which will consummate in the New Jerusalem as the ultimate tent
of Shem, the tabernacle of God with men for eternity, in which numerous
Old Testament and New Testament saints from all the nations will dwell to
participate in the eternal blessing of the eternal life (Rev. 21:3 and note).
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[9:28) itk LItE, HFon ik 7 =H T H4E, [9:28] And Noah lived after the flood three hundred
fifty years.

[9:29) #pandy: 7 A LRt 1 o [9:29] And all the days of Noah were nine hundred fifty
years, and he died.

gAlttEe F+E GENESIS 10
9 HBEMESE, 9. The Nations Issuing Forth
LABR Bl B4R 4 with Babel as the Consummation
+1~32 10:1-32

[10:1) HFEa g 58P 2. #E3EA4%8  [10:1] Now these are the generations of the sons of Noah,
RECHE MH. dKCIE, MAMEAE T of Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and sons were born to them

T after the flood.
10 [10:2) * MR T2 E, IEX. ¥ [10:2] The sons of “Japheth: Gomer and Magog and o2
e Ry M2, B KRE. 247, Madai and Javan and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 1 Chron 17

[10:3) B T2 EIHE. Mk, [10:3] And the sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz and Riphath
SE 100 3E and Togarmah.

[10:4) HMEEH T2 CLAI V. bt [10:4] And the sons of Javan: Elishah and Tarshish,

FEN L VAR, Kittim and 'Rodanim.
@10:4' BLEEEE, ZBEA., (B2RE—7.) 10:4" (Rodanim) Some MSS read, Dodanim; cf. 1 Chron. 1:7.
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[10:5] From these the islands and coastal regions of
the nations were separated into their lands, every one
according to his tongue, according to their families, in
their nations.

[10:6] And the sons of “Ham: Cush and 'Mizraim and Put

and Canaan.

[10:7]) And the sons of Cush: Seba and Havilah and
Sabtah and Raamah and Sabtecha. And the sons of
Raamah: Sheba and Dedan.

[10:8] And Cush begot 'Nimrod: He began to be a mighty
one on the earth.

[10:9] He was a mighty hunter before Jehovah; therefore
it is said, Like Nimrod, a mighty hunter before Jehovah.

10:6" (Mizraim) Le., Egypt.

10:8"' (Nimrod) Nimrod, the first type of Antichrist, was the first to
oppose God. According to history, Nimrod brought in many idolatrous
things (Jer. 7:18 and note). Human government formed in opposition
to God began with Nimrod and will end with Antichrist (Jer. 50:1 and
note; Dan. 2:32-35 and notes). The cities of Babel and Nineveh, built by
Nimrod (vv. 10-11), became the capitals of the nations of Babylon and

Assyria, two strong figures of mankind in their opposing of God.
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[10:10] And the beginning of his kingdom was “Babel and
Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of "Shinar.

[10:11) From that land he went into Assyria and built
Nineveh and Rehoboth-ir and Calah

[10:12] And Resen between Nineveh and Calah, that is,
the great city.

[10:13] And Mizraim begot the Ludim and the Anamim
and the Lehabim and the Naphtuhim

[10:14] And the Pathrusim and the Casluhim, from
which came the Philistines, and the Caphtorim.

[10:15] And Canaan begot Sidon his firstborn and Heth

[10:16]) And the Jebusites and the Amorites and the
Girgashites

[10:17) And the Hivites and the Arkites and the Sinites

[10:18] And the Arvadites and the Zemarites and
the Hamathites, and afterward the families of the
Canaanites were spread out.

[10:19] And the territory of the Canaanites was from
Sidon, as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza, and as
you go toward Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and
Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.
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[10:20] These are the sons of Ham, according to their
families, according to their tongues, in their lands, in
their nations.

[10:21] And also to Shem, the father of all the children of
Eber, the eldest brother of Japheth, children were born.

[10:22]) The sons of *Shem: Elam and Asshur and
Arpachshad and Lud and Aram.

[10:23) And the sons of Aram: Uz and Hul and Gether
and Mash.

[10:24] And Arpachshad begot Shelah, and Shelah
begot Eber.

[10:25] And to “Eber were born two sons: The name of
the one was 'Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided;
and his brother’s name was Joktan.

10:25" (Peleg) Meaning division. The seed of division among mankind
is sown here. After the flood God gave man authority to rule others that
there might be peace among men (see note 6", par. 1, in ch. 9), but Satan
caused man to abuse his God-given authority to form nations that man may

have his own dominion, thus denying God’s right and authority over man.

The forming of the nations in this chapter, which issued in Babel
(ch. 11), prefigures the forming of the divisions and denominations in
Christianity, which will eventually consummate in Babylon the Great

with her daughters (Rev. 17).
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[10:26] And Joktan begot Almodad and Sheleph and
Hazarmaveth and Jerah

[10:27] And Hadoram and Uzal and Diklah
[10:28) And Obal and Abimael and Sheba

[10:29] And Ophir and Havilah and Jobab; all these were
the sons of Joktan.

[10:30] And their dwelling was from Mesha, as you go
toward Sephar, the hill country of the east.

[10:31] These are the sons of Shem, according to their
families, according to their tongues, in their lands,
according to their nations.

[10:32) These are the families of the sons of Noah,
according to their generations, in their nations; and
from these the nations were separated on the earth after
the flood.

GENESIS 11

F. The Fourth Fall—
From Human Government to Rebellion
under Satan’s Instigation
11:1-9
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1. Building a City and a Tower
to Rebel against God, to Renounce God,
and to Make a Name for Themselves
V. 1-4

[11:1] And the whole earth had one language and the
same speech.

[11:2)] And as they journeyed east, they found a plain in
the land of “Shinar; and they dwelt there.

[11:3] And they said to one another, Come, let us “make
"oricks and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick
for stone, and they had tar for mortar.

11:2" (Shinar) Le., Babylon.

11:3" (bricks) God’s building is of stones (1 Kings 6:7; Matt. 16:18;
John 1:42; 1 Cor. 3:12a; 1 Pet. 2:5; Rev. 21:18-20), which are produced
by God’s divine work through creation and transformation, whereas the
building of the city and tower of Babel was of bricks (cf. Exo. 1:11, 14a),
which are the result of human labor through the burning of the God-

created earth.

The earth is for growing life (1:11). To make bricks is to kill, to burn,
the element of the earth that grows life. In figure, the earth signifies
humanity (2:7; 3:19; Matt. 13:3-8 and notes; 1 Cor. 15:47a). Thus, the
rebellion instigated by Satan kills the element within man that grows the
divine life, by burning it out, and it misuses man to build up a man-made

and godless life.
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[11:4] And they said, Come, let us build ourselves a “city
and a *tower whose top is in the "heavens; and let us
make a name for ourselves, lest we be ‘scattered over
the surface of the whole earth.

2, God Dealing with Man’s Fourth Fall—
Scattering Them in Living
and Confounding Them in Language

VV. 5-9
[11:5] And Jehovah came down to see the city and the
tower which the children of men had built.

11:4" (city) The city built by man’s labor signifies that man had
forsaken God and replaced Him with a man-made and godless culture (see

note 172 in ch. 4).

11:4% (tower) The tower was built for the purpose of making a name
for the people and for declaring their rebellion and opposition against
God. Abraham’s building an altar and calling on the name of Jehovah in

12:7-8 are in contrast to what was done here.

According to historical records and archeological evidence, the city
and tower of Babel were full of the names of idols. Thus, at Babel man
followed Satan, exalted himself to oppose God, rejected God’s name,
denied God’s right and authority over man, and fell into idolatry. This
was man’s fourth fall, a fall from human government under God’s
authority to a collective rebellion of the whole human race against God

under Satan’s instigation (see note 3%in ch. 6).
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[11:6] And Jehovah said, Behold, they are one people,
and they all have one language; and this is only the
beginning of what they will do; and now nothing which
they purpose to do will be kept from them.

[11:7] Come, let "“Us go down and there *confound
their language, that they may not understand one
another’s speech.

[11:8] So Jehovah “scattered them from there over the
surface of all the earth, and they ceased building the city.

11:7" (Us) The pronoun Us here indicates that at Babel the Triune God

came down personally and judged that rebellion directly. See note 1* in ch. 1.

11:7% (confound) So that mankind might not be able to form an
alliance against Him, God judged rebellious mankind with division
and confusion: mankind was scattered, divided, in living, no longer
able to live together in one place (vv. 8-9), and confounded, confused,
in language, no longer able to have the same speaking, i.e., the same
understanding, opinion, and concept (vv. 7, 9). In contrast, in the proper
church life there is oneness and harmony: all the believers have one mind
with one opinion, and one mouth with one speaking (1 Cor. 1:10; Rom.

15:5-6; Phil. 2:2; 4:2). Cf. Acts 2:5-11.

In the rebellion of mankind at Babel, man fell to the uttermost,
causing God to eventually forsake the created race of Adam and to call
one man, Abraham, out of that race that He might still have a way to
fulfill His original purpose in creating man (1:26-28).

Genesis

17"
Gen. 1:26;
3:22;

Isa. 6:8

11:8°

Gen. 11:4, 9;
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cf. Gen. 10:25, 32
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[11:9] Therefore its name was called “Babel, because
there Jehovah confounded the language of all the earth,
and from there Jehovah scattered them over the surface
of all the earth.

G. The Generations from Man’s Salvation
through Water to Jehovah’s Calling
11:10-32

[11:10] These are the “generations of Shem. Shem was
one hundred years old when he begot Arpachshad, two
years after the flood.

[11:11] And Shem lived after he had begotten
Arpachshad five hundred years, and he begot more sons
and daughters.

[11:12] And Arpachshad lived thirty-five years and begot
Shelah.

[11:13] And Arpachshad lived after he had begotten
Shelah four hundred three years, and he begot more

sons and daughters.

[11:14] And Shelah lived thirty years and begot Eber.

11:9" (Babel) Meaning confusion.
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[11:15) And Shelah lived after he had begotten Eber four
hundred three years, and he begot more sons and daughters.

[11:16] And Eber lived thirty-four years and begot Peleg.

[11:17) And Eber lived after he had begotten Peleg four
hundred thirty years, and he begot more sons and daughters.

[11:18] And Peleg lived thirty years and begot Reu.

[11:19] And Peleg lived after he had begotten Reu two
hundred nine years, and he begot more sons and daughters.

[11:20] And Reu lived thirty-two years and begot Serug.

[11:21]) And Reu lived after he had begotten Serug two
hundred seven years, and he begot more sons and daughters.

[11:22] And Serug lived thirty years and begot Nahor.

[11:23] And Serug lived after he had begotten Nahor two
hundred years, and he begot more sons and daughters.

[11:24] And Nahor lived twenty-nine years and begot Terah.

[11:25] And Nahor lived after he had begotten Terah one
hundred nineteen years, and he begot more sons and daughters.

[11:26] And “Terah lived seventy years and begot Abram,
Nahor, and Haran.

Genesis

11:26"
Josh. 24:2
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[11:27] Now these are the generations of Terah. Terah

begot Abram, Nahor, and Haran. And Haran begot “Lot.

[11:28) And Haran died before his father Terah in the

land of his birth, in “*Ur of the “Chaldeans.

11:282 (Chaldeans) Chaldea was a demonic place, a land of idolatry,
in Mesopotamia, a region bounded by two great rivers, the Euphrates
and the Tigris. Thus, in order to leave Chaldea, the land of idolatry, and
travel to the good land, the land of Canaan, Abraham, the first Hebrew
(14:13 and note), had to cross the Euphrates. See note 12 par. 2, in Heb. 1
and note 13 in Heb. 11.

11:28" (Ur) Meaning light. According to Acts 7:2, the God of glory
appeared to Abraham first in Ur of the Chaldeans, while he was still in
Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran (cf. v. 31). Before God’s initial
appearing to Abraham, he and his family served other gods (Josh. 24:2).
It was out of such a dark background of idol worship, the background of
Babel (vv. 3-4), that God called Abraham, the father of faith (Rom. 4:16;
Gal. 3:7). God’s coming to Abraham and appearing to him brought light
to Abraham (cf. Matt. 4:16; Acts 9:1-3; 2 Cor. 4:6) and motivated him to
come out of the country of satanic idolatry. See note 22 in Acts 7 and note
2%in Heb. 12.

God came in to call Abraham that He might have a new beginning
with fallen man. God’s calling of Abraham was a transfer of race, a
transfer from the created Adamic race to the called Abrahamic race (see
note 16" in Rom. 4). The transfer of race in God’s calling is actually the
transfer of life, from the life of Adam to the life of Christ (Gal. 2:20; Phil.
1:21a), from the fallen life of the old creation to the stronger and better
life of the new creation—the uncreated life of God. The process of this
transfer of life is portrayed in the succeeding chapters of Genesis and is
seen in the collective experiences of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Genesis
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[11:29] And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves:
The name of Abram’s wife was “Sarai, and the name of
Nahor’s wife was Milcah, the daughter of Haran, the
father of Milcah and the father of Iscah.

[11:30) And Sarai was “barren; she had no child.

[11:31] And 'Terah took Abram his son and “Lot the son
of Haran, his son’s son, and Sarai his daughter-in-law,
his son Abram’s wife; and they went out together from
"Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan, but
when they came to “Haran they settled there.

[11:32] And the days of Terah were two hundred five
years, and Terah died in Haran.

11:29" (Sarai) Meaning my princess.

11:31" (Terah) According to Acts 7:2-3, God appeared to Abraham in Ur
of the Chaldeans and called him to “come out from your land and from your
relatives, and come into the land which I will show you.” This was God’s
first appearing and calling to him. However, Abraham did not accept God’s
calling immediately but remained in Ur for some time. After the death
of Haran, Abraham’s brother (v. 28), God sovereignly caused his father,
Terah, to bring the family from Ur to Haran. Thus, it was not Abraham but

his father who took the initiative to leave Ur. See Acts 7:4 and note.

11:31% (Haran) Abraham came out of Chaldea, but instead of going
into Canaan as God had called him (Acts 7:3), he settled in Haran. This
shows Abraham’s unwillingness to respond to God’s calling absolutely.

Genesis
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A Ayt g II1. Jehovah’s Calling
T+ =1 ~x+ 26 12:1—50:26
— F—HE— A. The First Aspect—
R (SEVES O ECY The Experience of Abraham
+=1~ZH18 12:1—25:18
1 FHERES 1. God’s Calling
+=-1~7L 12:1-7a

[12:1) *ER AN # S o RE 2 5, AREE® [12:1] 'Now Jehovah %said to Abram, *Go from your land /
BEGH AR, B, PR, ERTE And from your relatives / And from your *father’s house /

FE VR HE 25 To the land that I will show you;

@ 121" AR FENRFAELTLLE, (+— 12:1' (Now) After the death of Abraham’s father (11:32), God
32, ) WME XEBANFEBEIRTEFEEM. (R appeared to Abraham and called him the second time (see note 31" in ch.
+—31:F1. ) H—HMEI{AFFEEER, HtIE 11). God’s repeated appearing to Abraham was a strong attraction to him,
RoEAIN S|, SENME NsEftIEZHINIFED . FTAR motivating and strengthening him to accept God’s calling. It is the same

SELEaitt. (ARXMW205F28225F1, A9 with the New Testament believers (see notes 20" and 22" in Matt. 4, 9 in
3, *+=2:F2, KE—3:F4. ) Matt. 9, 2% in Heb. 12, and 3° in 2 Pet. 1).

mARE. UHE,. #& GERANE—R=+t2 The records of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (with Joseph—see note
1) R EEEN. AlitsimaEt, 2= o' in ch. 37) overlap. Genesis does not portray them as three separate
B BEEAN, T 2—EERRARNERS F. E= individuals but as constituents of one corporate person. The experiences
B AREEEE, iRte—{AeE AE =—HE&RFIA of these three men portray different aspects of one complete person’s
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experience of the Triune God. “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob” is Jehovah, the Triune God—the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit (Exo. 3:15; Matt. 28:19). The experience of Abraham
signifies the experience of God the Father in His calling man, justifying
man, and equipping man to live by faith and to live in fellowship with
Him (12:1; 15:6; chs. 17—18; 19:29; 21:1-13; 22:1-18). The experience
of Isaac signifies the experience of God the Son in His redeeming man
(22:1-14) and His blessing man with the inheritance of all His riches,
with a life of the enjoyment of His abundance, and with a life in peace
(25:5; 26:3-4, 12-33). The experience of Jacob (with Joseph) signifies the
experience of God the Father in His loving man and choosing man (Mal.
1:2; Rom. 9:10-13) and of God the Spirit in His working all things for the
good of His lovers, in His transforming man, and in His making man
mature in the divine life that man may be able to bless all the people, to
rule over all the earth, and to satisfy all the people with God the Son as
the life supply (27:41; 28:1—35:10; chs. 37, 39—49; Rom. 8:28-29).

12:1% (said) When God appeared to Abraham, He also called him.
God’s speaking to Abraham was also a factor that motivated and
strengthened him to accept God’s calling (cf. Rom. 1:6; 8:30; 1 Cor. 1:9).

Cf. note 1', par. 1.

12:1% (father’s) In His second appearing to Abraham, God called
Abraham to come out not only from his country and his relatives but
also from his father’s house (cf. Acts 7:3; see note 31" in ch. 11). This
means that God called only Abraham and his wife, Sarai. However, when
Abraham left Haran, he took his nephew Lot with him (vv. 4-5). This

again shows Abraham’s lack of absoluteness in accepting God’s calling.

Genesis
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[12:2] 'And I will make of you a *great nation,/ And I
will bless you / And make your name great; / And you
shall be a "blessing.

[12:3] And I will bless those who “bless you, / And him
who 'curses you I will curse; / And in you *all the
families of the earth will be *blessed.

12:2' (And) God’s promise to Abraham in vv. 2-3 was the preaching
of the gospel (Gal. 3:8 and note). God not only appeared to Abraham
and called him, but He also gave him the promise of the gospel as an

incentive to encourage Abraham to answer His calling.

12:22% (great) In His preaching of the gospel to Abraham, God
promised to make of him a great nation. This great nation is the kingdom
of God, composed of the nation of Israel as God’s kingdom in the Old
Testament (Matt. 21:43), the church as God’s kingdom in the New
Testament (Matt. 16:18-19a; Rom. 14:17), the millennial kingdom in the
coming age (Rev. 11:15; 20:4, 6), and the new heaven and the new earth

with the New Jerusalem in eternity (Rev. 22:3, 5).

12:3" (curses) From the time that Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the city
of Jerusalem until now, every nation, people, race, or individual who has
cursed the Jewish people has received a curse, and whoever has blessed

the Jews has received a blessing.

12:3% (all) In His calling God turned from Adam to Abraham, but
in His promise He made another turn, from Abraham back to all the

families of the Adamic race through Christ, the seed of Abraham.

Genesis
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[12:4) So Abram “went as Jehovah had spoken to him,

and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five
years old when he went out of Haran.

[12:5]) And Abram took Sarai his wife and “Lot his brother’s

son and all their possessions that they had gathered
and the souls that they had acquired in Haran, and they
'went out to go to the "land of Canaan. And they “came to
the land of *Canaan.

12:3% (blessed) The blessing here consists of the blessings of God’s
creation and redemption, including all that God wants to give man—God
Himself and all that He has in this age and in the age to come. According
to Gal. 3:14 (see notes there), the promised blessing is actually God
Himself as the Spirit. Thus, in His preaching of the gospel to Abraham
(Gal. 3:8), God promised that He would give Himself to the called ones
as a blessing. According to 22:18, this blessing would come to all the
nations through Abraham’s seed, who is Christ (Matt. 1:1; Gal. 3:16).
God’s blessing to Abraham, which made him a blessing to others, implies

the tents of Shem (see note 27" in ch. 9).

12:5" (went) According to Heb. 11:8, Abraham went out by faith, not

knowing where he was going. See note there.
12:52 (came) See note 4" in Acts 7.

12:5% (Canaan) God’s goal with Abraham was not merely to save him
out of his environment and his background but to bring him into the land
of Canaan for the fulfillment of God’s purpose. Likewise, God’s goal with

the New Testament believers is not merely to save them from their fallen

Genesis
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[12:6] And Abram passed through the land to the place
of “Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. And at that time the

Canaanites were in the land.

[12:7a] And Jehovah 'appeared to Abram and said, To

your “seed I will give this *land.

condition but to bring them into the reality of the good land, which is the
all-inclusive Christ as the portion allotted by God to all the called ones

(Deut. 8:7-10 and note 7*; Col. 1:12 and note 2). See note 3" in ch. 15.

12:7" (appeared) This was the third time God appeared to Abraham.
Here God’s reappearing confirmed to Abraham that he had answered God’s
calling and had arrived at the place where God intended him to be. God’s
reappearing also strengthened Abraham to live by faith (Heb. 11:8-10) as an
anti-testimony to the godless living developed by mankind at Babel.

12:7% (seed) Both the seed and the land typify Christ, who is the

centrality and universality of God’s eternal economy. See note 3" in ch. 15.

Christ, the incarnated God, is the threefold seed: the seed of woman
(3:15; Isa. 7:14; Gal. 4:4), the seed of Abraham (12:7; Matt. 1:1; Gal. 3:16),
and the seed of David (2 Sam. 7:12-14; Matt. 1:1; 22:42-45; Rom. 1:3;
Rev. 22:16). As the seed of woman, the seed of Mary (Matt. 1:16), Christ
accomplished redemption to destroy Satan, the serpent, and to save the
believers in Christ from sin and death (Heb. 2:14; Matt. 1:20-21; 1 Cor.
15:53-57). As the seed of Abraham, Christ became the all-inclusive life-
giving Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17) that the believers in Christ, who
are Abraham’s seed (Gal. 3:29), may inherit the consummated Spirit, the
consummation of the processed Triune God, as their divine inheritance,
their spiritual blessing for eternity (Acts 26:18; Eph. 1:14a; Gal. 3:14).
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2, Living by Faith
12:7b—14:24

a. A Life of the Altar and the Tent
12:7b-8

[12:7b] And there he built an *’altar to Jehovah who had
appeared to him.

[12:8] And he proceeded from there to the mountain on
the east of “Bethel and pitched his *tent, with Bethel on
the west and 'Ai on the east; and there he built an ‘altar
to Jehovah and *called upon the name of Jehovah.

As the seed of David, Christ brings His believers into the kingdom and
causes them to share in His kingship in His resurrection in the eternal
kingdom of God (2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4, 6; 22:5b). The revelation of
Christ as the threefold seed is the contents of the full gospel.

12:7% (altar) This was the first altar that Abraham built. An altar is for
worshipping God by offering all that we are and have to God for His purpose.
Abraham’s building of an altar was motivated by God’s reappearing and

can be considered an anti-testimony to the building of the tower of Babel.

12:8"' (Bethel) Bethel means house of God and Ai means a heap of ruins.
Bethel and Ai stand in contrast to each other, signifying that in the eyes of God’s

called ones only God’s house is worthwhile; everything else is a heap of ruins.

12:82 (tent) Abraham first built an altar for the worship of God; then
he pitched a tent for his living. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob each lived

in a tent (12:8; 26:25; 35:21). Their dwelling in tents was a declaration
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b RBERGIER b. The Trial of the Called

+_-9~1+=18 12:9—13:18
(—) 8% (1) Famine
+=Z9~+=4 12:9—13:4
[12:9]) 1% sk o AA BE AL /TAT, i iy & [12:9] And Abram journeyed onward, journeying toward
2 M2 the 'Negev.
[12:10) ARH0IE & © 865, ek FL [12:10] And there was a “famine in the land; and Abram  12:10°
oA TR ML, BEANETE. went down to Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was i

43:1
severe in the land.

[12: 11 ) MG se K, w7 Rk, [12:11] And when he was about to enter into Egypt, he
FRENTENR R B SNE R K R N . said to Sarai his wife, I know indeed that you are a
beautiful woman to look at;

. ) [EWRMBIIREESMME EEERIRK, 25F that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth who were seeking
B, ESR—EEENRM, Fix [ EFRERN a better country and eagerly waiting for “the city which has the
W, HegstEWLEHEEEMH., | (+—9 ~ foundations, whose Architect and Builder is God” (Heb. 11:9-10, 13-16).
10, 13 ~16., ) BERFKMFALEH IR EBI WL Both the better country and the city which has the foundations are the
RS, (RZEKR+—105F1, 135% 2. ) New Jerusalem (see notes 10" and 132 in Heb. 11).
@ 12:8° RIM26:F 2, 12:8 (called) See note 26 in ch. 4.
@ 12:9" BN R EREsRAgDIR, 12:9" (Negev) Le., the dry southern desert of Canaan.
@ 12:10" HEFEHEMIABENE T2 —ER 12:10" (famine) The famine, prepared by God in His sovereignty, was a
i, BEEDRANEELREEE, EMEHNEE test to see whether or not Abraham would live by faith, trusting in God for
1 SR, (Z2EI—6~7.) HARIFEZBIEFEM, his daily necessities (cf. 1 Pet. 1:6-7). Instead of trusting in God, Abraham
R T&EREE; BERBERBEETHHSRE, went down to Egypt, which signifies the world under Satan’s rule.
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[12:12] And when the Egyptians see you, they will say,
This is his wife, and they will kill me; but they will keep
you alive.

[12:13] Now say you are my ‘sister, that it may be well
with me on account of you and 'I may live because of you.

[12:14] And it came about that when Abram came to
Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very
beautiful.

[12:15) And Pharaoh’s officials saw her and praised
her before Pharaoh, and the woman was taken into
Pharaoh’s house.

[12:16] And he treated Abram well on account of her,
and there were to him sheep and oxen and donkeys and
male servants and female servants and female donkeys
and camels.

[12:17] And Jehovah struck ‘Pharaoh and his house with
great plagues because of Sarai, Abram’s wife.

[12:18)] And Pharaoh called Abram and said, What is this
you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she
was your wife?

12:13" (I) Lit., my soul.
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[12:19] Why did you say, She is my sister, so that I took
her to be my wife? Now then here is your wife; take her
and go.

[12:20] And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him,
and they sent him away 'with his wife and all that he had.

GENESIS 13

[13:1] And Abram went up out of Egypt, he and his wife
and all that he had, and “Lot with him, into the Negev.

[13:2) And Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver
and in gold.

[13:3] And he continued on his journey from the Negev
as far as “Bethel, to the place where his tent had been at
the beginning, between Bethel and Ai,

12:20" (with) While Abraham was in Egypt, he experienced God’s
keeping grace. Although Abraham had failed to trust in Him, God
blessed Abraham, making him rich (v. 16; 13:2), and preserved Sarai,
his wife. By this experience in Egypt Abraham learned that the God
who called Him also took care of him and that everything was in His

sovereign hand.

13:3" (Bethel) In His sovereign care for His called one, God not only

blessed Abraham and spared his wife in Egypt, but He also brought
Abraham back to the beginning, to the place of the tent and the altar, and
recovered his calling on the name of the Lord (v. 4).
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[13:4] To the place of the “altar, which he had made there
formerly; and there Abram "called on the name of Jehovah.

(2) The Brother’s Striving
13:5-18

[13:5] And “Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks
and herds and tents.

[13:6] And the land could not support them that they
might dwell together, for their “possessions were so
great that they could not dwell together.

[13:7] And there was 'strife between the herdsmen of
Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock.
And at that time the Canaanites and the Perizzites dwelt
in the land.

[13:8) And Abram said to Lot, Let there please be no
strife between me and you and between my herdsmen
and your herdsmen, for we are brothers.

13:7" (strife) This was another test arranged for Abraham under
God’s sovereignty. Through his experience in Egypt Abraham had
learned the lesson of not striving for himself and of having no choice for
himself but of trusting in God’s care (see note 20" in ch. 12). Thus, he

allowed Lot to take his choice of the land (v. 11).
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[13:9] Is not the whole land before you? Please separate
yourself from me. If you go to the left, then I will go to the
right. Or if you go to the right, then I will go to the left.

[13:10] And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw the entire plain
of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere—
this was before Jehovah had destroyed Sodom and
Gomorrah—like the “garden of Jehovah, like the land of
Egypt, as you go to Zoar.

[13:11] So Lot chose for himself the entire plain of the
Jordan, and Lot journeyed east; and they separated
themselves from each other.

[13:12] Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot
dwelt in the cities of the plain and moved his tent “as far
as Sodom.

[13:13] Now the men of “Sodom were very wicked and
sinful toward Jehovah.

[13:14] And 'Jehovah said to Abram after Lot had
separated from him, Now lift up your eyes, and look
from the place where you are, northward and southward
and eastward and westward;

13:14" (Jehovah) Because Abraham had prevailed in his trial

with Lot, God appeared to him again and confirmed the promise in
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[13:15] For all the land that you see I will give to you

and to your “seed forever.

[13:16] And I will make your seed as the “dust of the
earth, so that if a man can number the dust of the earth,

then your seed can also be numbered.

[13:17] Rise up; walk through the land according to its

length and its breadth, for I will give it to you.

[13:18] And Abram moved his “tent and came and dwelt
by the oaks of Mamre, which are in *"Hebron, and there

he built an “altar to Jehovah.

12:7 concerning the good land (vv. 14-15, 17) and the promise in 12:2
concerning the increase of his seed (v. 16). This ushered Abraham to the
peak of his experience of God, for he moved his tent to dwell in Hebron,
where he lived most of the remainder of his life in fellowship with God (see

notes 18" and 18%).
13:16" (dust) See note 17" in ch. 22.

13:18" (tent) Abraham first pitched his tent between Bethel and Ai
and built an altar there (12:8). His tent there was a testimony of God to
the world (see note 8% in ch. 12). At Hebron Abraham’s tent became a
place where he had fellowship with God. By Abraham’s pitching a tent
at Hebron, God had a place on earth where He could communicate and
fellowship with man (cf. ch. 18). Abraham’s tent with the altar built by
him was a prefigure of the tabernacle with the altar built by the children
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GENESIS 14

c. The Victory of the Called
14:1-24

(1) The Brother Being Captured
V. 1-12

[14:1] And in the days of Amraphel the king of Shinar,
Arioch the king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer the king of
Elam, and Tidal the king of Goiim,

[14:2] These kings made war with Bera the king of
Sodom and with Birsha the king of Gomorrah, Shinab
the king of Admah, and Shemeber the king of Zeboiim,
and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar).

of Israel after the exodus from Egypt (Exo. 40). That tabernacle was
God’s testimony (Exo. 38:21) and the place where God and His people
could dwell and fellowship together. The ultimate consummation of the
tabernacle will be the New Jerusalem, the testimony, the expression, of
God in eternity and the eternal dwelling place of God and all His called

ones (Rev. 21:2-3 and note 3%; 21:22 and note 2).
13:18% (Hebron) Meaning fellowship, communion, or friendship.

13:18% (Mamre) Meaning strength.
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[14:3] All these joined together in the valley of Siddim
(that is, the 'Salt Sea).

[14:4] Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, and
in the thirteenth year they rebelled.

[14:5] And in the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the
kings who were with him came and struck the “‘Rephaim
in Ashteroth-karnaim and the Zuzim in Ham and the
Emim in Shaveh-kiriathaim

[14:6] And the Horites in Mount Seir as far as El-paran,
which is by the wilderness.

[14:7) And they turned back and came to En-mishpat (that
is, Kadesh), and struck all the country of the Amalekites
and also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazazon-tamar.

[14:8] And the king of Sodom and the king of Gomorrah
and the king of Admah and the king of Zeboiim and the
king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went forth and set the battle
in array against them in the valley of Siddim,

[14:9] Against Chedorlaomer the king of Elam and Tidal
the king of Goiim and Amraphel the king of Shinar and
Arioch the king of Ellasar, four kings against the five.

14:3" (Salt) Le., the Dead Sea.

Genesis

14: 5;1
Deut. 2:10-11,
20-21



14:10°
#1471 17, 30

14:12°
f+—27
14:12
28+=12

14:14°
Bl+—27
+=8

14:14"
Bl+H3
++12-13,
23,27
m=7

[14:10] WETBAHZ HEYL 2
FANREER E R RY, PEAEDTE, HAR
Y NARAE * Lt

[14:11) DU 54 B 2 35 A 28 fr Fr
A, SWe—PIfke e, &3 T

[14:12) MAESoAHEE )& 52 ° 48 49 0 4k
B miEs L 7, ERES IEEE
EZ

(Z) BmiEE
13 ~17

[14:13] A —fal 8 AR BN, 25 Hf
L =P WNCHE(S1E BCHE (ST R 6 e Rl -
ANE R AR A AR 2 08 AT DL B 2%
DIAHYLE VRNV e THE (SN ke

[14:14) & A9 BE B2 R A ™ & 5 4l 93
%, BLREM " FEARNRAOLT
=a—+/)\N, HIEZH,

@ 14:13" EEHEEREREREHET. &£1H
RXKE—EE, HERWE, E#. RKR—15#
1=k

@ 14:14" HiE, B 16 HiEE.

AlttsE

121

[14:10] Now the valley of Siddim was full of tar pits, and
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled and fell there;
but those who survived fled to the “hill country.

[14:11] And they took all the possessions of Sodom and
Gomorrah and all their food and went away.

[14:12] And they took ‘Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, and
his possessions and departed, for he was dwelling in
*Sodom.

(2) Fighting for the Brother
VV. 13-17

[14:13] And one who had escaped came and told Abram
the “Hebrew. Now he was dwelling by the oaks of Mamre
the Amorite, the brother of Eshcol and the brother of
Aner; and these were allies of Abram.

[14:14]) And when Abram heard that his “brother had
been taken captive, he led out his trained men, "born in
his house, three hundred eighteen of them, and pursued
as far as Dan.

14:13" (Hebrew) The first mention of the term in the Bible. The word
comes from the verb in Hebrew meaning pass over, cross over. See note

12, par. 2, in Heb. 1.
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[14:15] And he divided his forces against them by night,
he and his servants, and struck them and pursued them
to Hobah, which is north of Damascus.

[14:16] And he brought back all the possessions and also
brought back Lot his brother and his possessions as well
as the women and the people.

[14:17]) And after his return from the slaughter of
Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the

king of Sodom went out to meet him at the valley of
Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).

(3) Ministered To by Melchizedec
vv. 18-20

[14:18] And “Melchizedec the king of *Salem brought
out bread and wine. Now he was *priest of ‘God the
Most High.

14:18% (Salem) Meaning peace; an early designation for Jerusalem (cf.

Psa. 76:2).

14:18" (Melchizedec) Meaning king of righteousness. Melchizedec
is a type of Christ as the kingly High Priest (Heb. 7:1-3 and notes 1% and
3"). After Abraham gained the victory, Melchizedec appeared. Before
his appearing, Melchizedec, a priest of God, must have been interceding
for Abraham. It must have been through his intercession that Abraham
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[14:19] And he “blessed him and said, Blessed be Abram

of God the Most High, / “Possessor of heaven and earth;

was able to slaughter the four kings and gain the victory (cf. Exo. 17:8-
13). Today Christ, our High Priest, is interceding for us in a hidden way
(Rom. 8:34b; Heb. 7:25b) that we may be His overcomers to defeat God’s
enemies, so that through our victory Christ can be manifested openly in

His second coming.

14:18% (priest) Here the priesthood of Melchizedec is mentioned
in the Scriptures before the priesthood of Aaron (Exo. 28:1). The
priesthood according to the order of Melchizedec is higher than the
Aaronic priesthood (Heb. 7). In His earthly ministry Christ was a High
Priest according to the order of Aaron for the putting away of sin (Heb.
9:14, 26). Then, in His heavenly ministry Christ was designated a High
Priest according to the order of Melchizedec (Heb. 5:6, 10), not to offer
sacrifices for sin but to minister to us the very God who was processed
through incarnation, human living, crucifixion, and resurrection,
signified by the bread and the wine (Matt. 26:26-28), as our life supply
that we may be saved to the uttermost (Heb. 7:25a). See notes 11" in
Zech. 6, 62 in Heb. 5, and 1* and 11" in Heb. 7.

14:19" (blessed) See note 23" in Num. 6.

14:19% (Possessor) Because Abraham, an overcomer, had gained the
victory over God’s enemies and was standing with God on the earth, God
could be referred to not only as the God of heaven (2 Chron. 36:23; Neh.
1:5; 2:4, 20) but also as the Possessor of heaven and earth (vv. 19, 22).

See note 25° in Matt. 11.
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[14:20) And blessed be God the Most High, / Who has
delivered your enemies into your hand. And 'Abram
gave him a “tenth of all.

(4) Overcoming the Temptation of Earthly Substance
VV. 21-24

[14:21] And the king of Sodom said to Abram, Give me
the people, and take the possessions for yourself.

[14:22] But Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have
lifted up my hand to Jehovah, God the Most High,
"Possessor of heaven and earth,

[14:23] That I will 'not take a thread or a sandal thong
or anything that is yours, lest you say, I have made
Abram rich;

[14:24] Except only that which the young men have
eaten and the portion of the men who went with me—
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion.

14:20" (Abram) Lit., he. See note 4" in Heb. 7.

14:23" (not) Here Abraham overcame the temptation of earthly
substance, displaying his purity in this matter. Cf. 2 Kings 5:15-27;
3 John 7 and note 2.
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GENESIS 15

3. Knowing Grace
for the Fulfillment of God’s Purpose

15:1—17:27

a. God’s Covenant with Abraham
15:1-21

(1) Concerning the Seed
Vvv. 1-6

[15:1] 'After these things the word of Jehovah came to
Abram in a vision, saying, Do not be afraid, Abram; I am
your “shield and your exceedingly great “reward.

15:1" (After) Prior to this chapter Abraham had experienced God as
the One who protected him and blessed him in material things (12:16)
to maintain his existence outwardly. Beginning with this chapter God
came in to show Abraham that he needed God’s grace inwardly for the
fulfillment of God’s purpose, which is to have a people to express God
with His image, represent Him with His dominion, and possess the earth
for His kingdom (1:26-28).

15:12 (shield) After defeating the four kings (14:13-17), Abraham
might have feared their revenge. Thus, God came in to tell Abraham that
He would be a shield to protect him. He would also be Abraham’s reward

for his rescue of Lot.
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[15:2] And Abram said, O Lord Jehovah, what will You
give me, for I go “childless, and the heir of my house is
Eliezer of Damascus?

[15:3] And Abram said, Since You have given me no
“seed, therefore, a *servant in my house is my heir.

[15:4] But then the word of Jehovah came to him,
saying, This man shall not be your heir, but he who will
come out from your own 'body shall be your heir.

15:3" (seed) For the fulfillment of God’s purpose two things are
required: the seed (vv. 1-6) and the land (vv. 7-21). The seed is first the
individual Christ (Gal. 3:16 and note) and then the corporate Christ (1 Cor.
12:12), composed of Christ as the Head and all His believers (Gal. 3:29
and note 1, par. 1) as the Body. The land is Christ as the all-inclusive, life-

giving Spirit, in whom the believers live (Deut. 8:7-10 and note 7Y); it is
also the church as the enlargement, the expansion, of Christ. In order
to fulfill God’s purpose, we need to receive God’s grace so that Christ
can be wrought into us as the seed and lived out of us as the land to be
our church life, that we may enjoy God’s rest, defeat God’s enemies, and
establish God’s kingdom with His habitation for His expression and

representation.
15:32 (servant) Lit., a son of my house.

15:4" (body) Lit., inward parts. The seed needed for the fulfillment
of God’s purpose could not be anything Abraham already possessed
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[15:5] And He brought him outside and said, Look now
toward the heavens, and count the “stars, if you are able
to count them. And He said to him, "So shall your seed be.

[15:6] And he “believed Jehovah, and He accounted it to
him as righteousness.

(2) Concerning the Land
vv. 7-21

[15:7)] Then He said to him, I am Jehovah who brought
you out of “Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to
inherit it.

(Eliezer—v. 2) or could produce out of himself (Ishmael—16:15). Only
that which God worked into Abraham could bring forth from Abraham
the required seed. Likewise, only what God works into us through His

grace can bring forth Christ as the seed to fulfill God’s purpose.

15:5" (stars) See note 17" in ch. 22.

15:6" (believed) See note 3" in Rom. 4. Here Abraham did not believe
God to obtain outward blessings for his own existence; he believed that
God was able to work something into him to bring forth a seed out of
his own being for the fulfillment of God’s purpose. This kind of faith is
precious to God and is accounted by Him as righteousness. Abraham was

justified by such a faith (Rom. 4:1-5 and note 1").
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[15:8] And he said, O Lord Jehovah, 'how will I know
that I will inherit it?
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[15:9)] And He said to him, Bring Me a three-year-old
'heifer and a three-year-old female goat and a three-
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year-old ram and a turtledove and a young pigeon.

15:8" (how) Abraham believed God for His promise concerning the seed

(v. 6), but he lacked faith to believe God for the promise concerning the

o AR ERS O, HEBEI{ARIFENLL, L land. In order to strengthen Abraham’s faith, God was compelled to confirm
B AR FEEN I ERF. (9 ~21, ) His promise to Abraham concerning the land by making a covenant with
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him (vv. 9-21). The extraordinary way in which God enacted this covenant

implies the way in which Abraham could fulfill God’s eternal purpose.

The covenant God made with Abraham was a covenant of promise

that would be fulfilled through God’s power in His grace, not through

RNEAMRARENSE . IR EANEE. (N Abraham’s effort in his flesh. The new testament is a continuation of this
=17 Bz, P22 ~26E1245F2, ) covenant (Gal. 3:17 and note 1; Gal. 4:22-26 and note 242).
@ 159" WFEEHLT+FEEIULEFEN £, B 15:9" (heifer) God made His covenant with Abraham through the

BRFIZY. ERZEBHRNHE, REEBEEH
HWAMERERMEIT+FR, mERESREEEEW®
MR, 2FE. BEEN—M. (&+—25, =%
— 18, ) EEHFEMAAMREN, BEMNHEMER

crucified and resurrected Christ. The three kinds of slain cattle here
signify Christ in His humanity being crucified for us, and the two living
birds signify Christ in His divinity being the living, resurrected One (John

11:25; Rev. 1:18). Christ was killed in His humanity, but He lives in His

EmE. (H1+M19, KEi= 18 Blzf 3. ) divinity (John 14:19; 1 Pet. 3:18 and note 3).
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1:10). That they were all three years old signifies that Christ was offered

to God and was crucified in resurrection (John 2:19; 11:25; Heb. 9:14).

Genesis
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[15:10] And he 'brought Him all these and “cut them in
two in the middle and laid the half of each opposite the

other, but the "birds he did not cut in two.

[15:11] And the “birds of prey came down upon the

carcasses, and Abram drove them away.

In typology, the turtledove signifies a suffering life, and the
young pigeon signifies a believing life, a life of faith. These are two
characteristics of the Lord’s life on the earth. Since two is the number of
testimony (Matt. 18:16; 2 Cor. 13:1), the two living birds bear testimony
of Christ as the resurrected One living in us and for us (John 14:19-20;

Gal. 2:20).

Five is the number of responsibility (see note 2" in Matt. 25). Hence,
the fact that there were three cattle and two birds, making a total of five
items, signifies that Christ as the crucified and living One is now bearing

all the responsibility for the fulfillment of God’s eternal purpose.

15:10" (brought) God’s asking Abraham to offer the cattle and the
birds to Him implies that Abraham had to identify himself with and
be one with all the things that he offered (see notes 212 in ch. 3 and 4’
in Lev. 1). This indicates that in order to fulfill God’s eternal purpose,
we must be crucified in Christ’s crucifixion and resurrected in Christ’s
resurrection (Rom. 6:5, 8; Gal. 2:20). Only in this way can we practice

the church life in Christ as the promised land.

15:11" (birds) The birds of prey coming to devour the sacrifices signify
Satan and his angels coming to make Christ of none effect for the church
life (Gal. 5:2, 4).
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[15:12] And when the sun was going down, a deep
sleep fell upon Abram; and, behold, a terror and great
darkness fell upon him.

[15:13] And He said to Abram, Know assuredly that your
seed will be “sojourners in a land that is not theirs, and
they will serve them; and they will “afflict them *four
hundred years.

[15:14] But I will also “judge that nation, whom they
will serve, and afterward they will come out with great

b .
possessions.

[15:15] But as for you, you will go to your fathers in
peace; you will be buried in a good “old age.

[15:16]) And in the fourth generation they will come
here again, for the iniquity of the “Amorites is not yet
complete.

15:13" (afflict) God’s foretelling the sojourning, slavery, and affliction
of Abraham’s seed in Egypt was a confirmation that Abraham would
surely have a son, an heir (v. 4), and that God in His faithfulness would
keep His promise, given in 12:7 and 13:14-17, to give to his seed the land
from the Nile to the Euphrates (v. 18 and note).

15:13% (four) See note 17° in Gal. 3.
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[15:17)] And when the sun went down and it was dark,
there came a smoking 'furnace and a 'torch of fire which
passed between these pieces.

[15:18] On that day Jehovah made a “covenant with
Abram, saying, To your "seed do I give this land, / From
the 'river of Egypt to the great ‘river, the river Euphrates:

[15:19] The land of the Kenites and the Kenizzites and
the Kadmonites

[15:20] And the Hittites and the Perizzites and the
'Rephaim

[15:21)] And the Amorites and the Canaanites and the
Girgashites and the Jebusites.

15:17" (furnace) A furnace is for refining, and a torch is for
enlightening. To enact His covenant with Abraham, God passed through
the sacrifices as a smoking furnace and a flaming torch in the dark night.
This signifies that when God’s called ones are suffering affliction, He will
come in to refine and enlighten them that they may fulfill His purpose by
the seed and by the land.

15:18" (river) In His covenant with Abraham God set the boundaries
of the good land, the land of Immanuel (Isa. 8:8), the territory of Israel,
from the Nile to the Euphrates (cf. Exo. 23:31; Deut. 11:24; Josh. 1:3-4).
This is the land that Christ, the unique seed of Abraham (12:7a; Gal. 3:16),
will inherit for the establishing of His millennial kingdom. See notes 24"
in Deut. 11 and 34" in Matt. 25.

15:20" (Rephaim) A race of giants (Deut. 3:11).
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GENESIS 16

b. The Two Women—An Allegory
16:1-16

[16:1] Now 'Sarai, Abram’s wife, “bore him no children;
and she had an Egyptian female servant, whose name

was "Hagar.

[16:2] And Sarai said to Abram, Because ‘Jehovah has
prevented me from bearing, please go in to my female
servant; perhaps I will 'have children through her. And
Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.

[16:3] So after Abram had dwelt “ten years in the land of
Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian,
her female servant, and gave her to Abram her husband

to be a wife.

[16:4] And he went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and
when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was

despised in her eyes.

16:1' (Sarai) Sarah and Hagar are an allegory symbolizing two

covenants (Gal. 4:22-28 and notes 24% and 24°).

16:2" (have) Lit., be built up.

Genesis
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cf. Gen. 15:2-3
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18:10;

25:21;

30:22;
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16:3°
Gen. 12:4-5
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[16:5]) And Sarai said to Abram, May the wrong done to me
be upon you. I gave my female servant into your bosom,
and when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised
in her eyes. May Jehovah judge between me and you.

[16:6] And Abram said to Sarai, Your female servant
is now in your hand; do to her what is good in your
eyes. So Sarai dealt harshly with her, and she fled from
before her.

[16:7] And the “Angel of Jehovah found her by a spring of
water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur.

[16:8] And He said, Hagar, Sarai’s female servant, where
did you come from and where are you going? And she

said, I am fleeing from before my mistress Sarai.

[16:9]) And the Angel of Jehovah said to her, Return to
your mistress, and submit yourself under her hands.

[16:10] And the Angel of Jehovah said to her, I will
greatly “multiply your seed, so that it will not be counted
for multitude.

16:7" (Angel) The Angel of Jehovah is Jehovah Himself (v. 13; 22:11-
12, 15-16; 31:11, 13). See notes 2" in Exo. 3, 21% and 22" in Exo. 23, and 82

in Zech. 2.

Genesis

16:7"
Gen. 21:17;
Exo. 3:2

16:10"

Gen. 17:20;
21:13;

cf. Gen. 25:12-18



(16:11] A5k, ARA1A 222 A {652
T, AT RLAA AR A Y T DU AL, [
R HEFIHETE B, 1 ORI 55 155

[16:12] At /5 N o1 B7 B, Ah i = 222
TN NP REIIT AR, b E7E
e SPTI S

(16:13] X FF iRl A 355 dt 6 il <2 HS A 4
14 R TR S H SR B R
At SRR T A, RAEE R
S SRR ?

[16:14] FrLAIE 44 * g B 432 v 3
EFAEIMRIT A E A1 2 ]

@ 1611 =, #HEER,

@ 16:12" H:E, HME.

@ 16:13" =, REFEFEHE (El-roi. ) HiE,
REE RV,

@ 16:13% EXXETF.

@® 16:14" B8 (Beer-lahai-roi, ) =,
BERFKFENH, IPERtESENFH.

AlttEe

[16:11] And the Angel of Jehovah said to her, You have now
conceived / And will bear a son,/ And you shall call his name

'Ishmael, / Because Jehovah has heard of your affliction.

[16:12] And he will be a wild ass of a man;/ His hand will
be against everyone,/ And everyone’s hand, against him;

/ And he will settle down opposite all his brothers.

[16:13] And she called the name of Jehovah who spoke
to her, 'You are a >God who reveals Himself, for she
said, °Do I even remain here after He has revealed

Himself to me?

[16:14] Therefore the well was called 'Beer-lahai-roi;

there it is, between Kadesh and Bered.

16:11" (Ishmael) Meaning God hears.

16:13" (You) Or, You are El-roi.

16:13% (God) Lit., God of seeing.
16:13% (Do) The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain.

16:14" (Beer-lahai-roi) Meaning well of the living One who sees me,

or well of the One who reveals Himself.
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[16:15] And “Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called
the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, 'Ishmael.

[16:16] And Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar
bore Ishmael to Abram.

GENESIS 17

¢. God’s Covenant Confirmed with Circumcision
17:1-14

[17:1] And when Abram was 'ninety-nine years old,
Jehovah appeared to Abram and said to him, I am the
2 All-sufficient God; / *Walk before Me, and be *perfect.

16:15" (Ishmael) Abraham’s producing of Ishmael through Hagar
symbolizes man’s attempt to fulfill God’s purpose by the effort of the flesh

in coordination with the law (see notes 162 in Gal. 2 and 23" in Gal. 4).

17:1" (ninety-nine) Abraham’s producing of Ishmael by the exercise of
his natural strength was a serious offense against God and His economy.
Because of this, after the birth of Ishmael, Abraham’s fellowship
with God was broken; God waited for thirteen years (cf. 16:16), until
Abraham’s natural strength was terminated, before He came to contact

Abraham again (Rom. 4:19 and note). See note 4" in ch. 15.

17:1% (All-sufficient) Heb. El Shaddai. El means the Mighty One, and
Shaddai comes from the Hebrew word meaning breast or udder. This
divine title reveals God as the Mighty One with an udder, that is, the all-
sufficient Mighty One. He is the source of grace to supply His called ones
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[17:2] And I will make My “covenant between Me and
you, / And I will "multiply you exceedingly.

[17:3] And Abram fell on his face, and God talked with
him, saying,

[17:4] As for Me, this is My “covenant with you,/ And you
shall become the "father of a multitude of "nations.

[17:5] Your name shall no longer be called 'Abram, / But
your name shall be *Abraham;/ For I have made you the
father of a multitude of nations.

with the riches of His divine being that they may bring forth Christ as the
seed for the fulfillment of His purpose.

17:1% (Walk) Here, to walk before God is to walk in His presence,
constantly enjoying Him and His all-sufficient supply. To be perfect is to
have God added to us as the element and factor of perfection. Practically,
it means that we do not rely on the strength of the flesh but trust in God

as the all-sufficient Mighty One for our life and our work.

17:4" (nations) The mentioning of nations and kings in vv. 4-6 and in
35:11 implies that the result of our being multiplied must be the proper
church life as the kingdom of God on earth (Rom. 14:17 and note 1). See

note 2%in ch. 12.
17:5' (Abram) Meaning exalted father.

17:52 (Abraham) Meaning father of a multitude. In order to fulfill

His eternal purpose, God needs not one exalted person but the father
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[17:6] And I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I
will make “nations of you, and "kings will come forth

from you.

[17:7)] And I will establish My “covenant between Me
and you and your seed after you throughout their
generations for an everlasting covenant, to be "God to

you and to your seed after you.

[17:8] And I will give to you and to your “seed after you
the land of your "sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for

an everlasting possession; and I will be ‘their God.

[17:9] And God said to Abraham, And as for you, you
shall keep My covenant, you and your seed after you

throughout their generations.

of a great multitude (cf. 1:28; 9:1). Hence, the changing of Abraham’s
name, signifying the changing of his person, was for the fulfillment of
God’s purpose. In spiritual experience, the real changing of a name is
the change from “I” to Christ (Gal. 2:20) and from “I” to the grace of
God (1 Cor. 15:10). Only Christ as God’s grace, not “I,” can bring forth
the multitude needed to fulfill God’s purpose (see note 4" in ch. 15). Cf.
32:27-28; John 1:42.
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[17:10] This is My covenant, which you shall keep,
between Me and you and your seed after you: Every

male among you shall be “circumcised.

[17:11] And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your
foreskin, and it shall be a “sign of a covenant between

Me and you.

17:10" (circumcised) The spiritual meaning of circumecision is to put
off the flesh, to put off the self and the old man, through the crucifixion
of Christ (Col. 2:11, 13a; Deut. 10:16; Jer. 4:4a; Acts 7:51; Gal. 5:24;
Rom. 6:6; Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:9). In ch. 16 Abraham exercised his flesh to
produce Ishmael. Here God asked him to cut off his flesh, to terminate
his natural strength, so that God could come in and bring forth Isaac by
His grace for the fulfillment of His purpose. The circumcision in the Old
Testament is the equivalent of baptism in the New Testament (Col. 2:11-12
and notes). The real circumcision is not outward in the flesh but inward

“of the heart, in spirit, not in letter” (Rom. 2:28-29). See note o'in Josh. 5.

17:11" (sign) Although God’s promise concerning the inheriting of the
good land by His elect (12:1-2, 7; 13:15-17) had been made a covenant
(15:4-5, 18-21), there was still the need to confirm the covenant of
God’s promise with the covenant of circumcision. Circumcision was the
procedure that God’s elect had to pass through in order to inherit God’s
promise. It signifies that God’s chosen ones in the New Testament must
be terminated through the cross so that they may inherit all the riches in

Christ promised by God (cf. Gal. 2:20). See Rom. 4:11 and note 1.
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[17:12] And he who is 'eight days old shall be circumcised
among you, every male throughout your generations, he
who is born in the house or bought with money from any
*foreigner who is not of your seed.

[17:13] He who is born in your house and he who is bought
with your money must be circumcised; thus My “covenant
shall be in your flesh for an "everlasting covenant.

[17:14] But as for the uncircumcised male who is not
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall
be 'cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.

17:12" (eight) In figure the eighth day, the first day of a new week,
refers to Christ’s resurrection (Matt. 28:1; John 20:1). Circumcision must
be in resurrection, and it always ushers us into resurrection (Col. 2:12; cf.
Rom. 6:3-5), making us a new person, a new creation (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal.
6:15), for the fulfillment of God’s purpose.

Circumcision corresponds to the changing of human names (v. 5).
Both signify the terminating of our old being and our being brought
into resurrection so that we may be no longer a natural person but a

resurrected person.

17:14" (cut) If God’s called ones do not live a crucified life by
terminating their self and their natural being, in their subjective
experience they will be cut off from Christ, from the church life, and
from the supply of God’s grace and will have nothing to do with God’s
covenant for the fulfillment of God’s purpose (John 15:6; Gal. 5:4).
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d. The Birth of Isaac Promised
17:15-27

[17:15] And God said to Abraham, As for Sarai your wife,
you shall not call her name 'Sarai, but her name shall be

*Sarah.

[17:16] And I will bless her, and I will also give you a “son
"oy her. Indeed, I will bless her, and she will be a mother

of "nations; kings of peoples will come forth from her.

17:15" (Sarai) Meaning my princess.

17:15% (Sarah) Meaning princess. The word my before princess (see
note 15') indicates narrowness and particularity. Here, the changing
of Sarah’s name signifies generality and suggests the enlarging and
broadening of her person to make her a mother of nations (v. 16). As
seen with both Abraham (v. 5) and Sarah, such a change requires the
termination of our old and natural man so that we may be transformed
into a new person who can produce seed and care for others for the

fulfillment of God’s purpose.

17:16" (by) Le., by God’s grace in God’s covenant of promise,
symbolized here by Sarah, the free woman, Abraham’s wife (Gal. 4:22-
26). The birth of Isaac by Sarah signifies the begetting of the believers
in Christ by God’s grace in the resurrection of Christ (1 Pet. 1:3) to
be the legal seed of Abraham (Gal. 4:28, 31; 3:29). God’s covenant of
circumcision in this chapter corresponds to the new covenant, in which
Christ’s death cuts off our old man in the flesh and Christ’s resurrection
germinates our new man, signified by Isaac, to make us the new creation

(2 Cor. 5:17).
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[17:17] Then Abraham fell upon his face and ‘laughed
and said in his heart, Will a child be born to a man who
is a "hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety

years old, bear a child?

[17:18) And Abraham said to God, Oh that Ishmael might

live before You!

[17:19] But God said, No, but Sarah your wife will bear
you a “son, and you shall call his name "Isaac; and I
will %establish My covenant with him for an everlasting

covenant for his seed after him.

[17:20) And as for Ishmael, I have heard you; indeed, I
have blessed him and will make him fruitful and will
‘multiply him exceedingly. "Twelve princes will he

beget, and I will make of him a “great nation.

17:19" (Isaac) Meaning he laughs.

17:192 (establish) Ishmael, the seed produced by the flesh, was
rejected by God (21:10). Only Isaac, the seed brought forth by God’s

grace, was established for the fulfillment of God’s purpose (v. 21; 21:12;

Rom. 9:7-9).
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[17:21] But My covenant I will “establish with Isaac,
whom Sarah will bear to you at this "appointed time

next year.

[17:22] And when He finished talking with him, God
went up from Abraham.

[17:23] And Abraham took Ishmael his son and all who
were born in his house and all who were bought with his
money, every male among the men of Abraham’s house,
and “circumcised the flesh of their foreskin on the very

same day, as God had said to him.

[17:24] And Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he
was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.

[17:25] And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when
he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.

[17:26] On the very same day Abraham was circumcised
as well as Ishmael his son.

[17:27) And all the men of his house, those born in the
house and those bought with money from a foreigner,

were circumcised with him.

17:21" (appointed) See note 14" in ch. 18.
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GENESIS 18

4. Living in Fellowship with God
18:1—24:67

a. Communion with God on the Human Level
18:1-22

[18:1] And Jehovah appeared to him by the oaks of
Mamre as he was sitting at the entrance of his “tent in
the heat of the day.

[18:2] And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and there
were three 'men standing opposite him. And when he
saw them, he ran from the entrance of the tent to “meet
them. And he bowed down to the earth

[18:3] And said, My Lord, if I have found favor in Your
sight, please do not pass on from Your servant.

18:2" (men) Or, mortal men. One of these three men was Jehovah
God (vv. 13-14, 22) as Christ; the other two were angels (v. 22; 19:1). After
he was circumcised and his natural strength was terminated, Abraham
lived in intimate fellowship with God and became God’s friend (James
2:23; 2 Chron. 20:7; Isa. 41:8). Even before the incarnation (John 1:14)
Jehovah as Christ appeared to Abraham in human form, with a human

body, and communed with him on a human level.
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[18:4]) Please let a little water be fetched, and do “wash

your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.

[18:5] And let me “fetch a morsel of bread that you may
sustain yourselves. After that you may pass on, since
you have come to your servant. So they said, Do as you

have said.

[18:6] And Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah and
said, Quickly prepare “three 'measures of fine flour,

knead it, and make *cakes.

[18:7) And Abraham ran to the herd and took a “calf,
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, and he

hurried to prepare it.

18:6" (measures) Heb. seahs. Three seahs are equivalent to one
ephah, the normal portion for a meal (cf. 1 Sam. 1:24; Judg. 6:19).
The three measures of fine flour signify the resurrected Christ in His

humanity. Cf. Matt. 13:33.

18:62 (cakes) The cakes, the calf (v. 7; cf. Luke 15:23), and the curds
and milk (v. 8; cf. 1 Pet. 2:2) all signify the riches of the all-inclusive
Christ as food for the satisfaction of both God and man. While Abraham
was enjoying fellowship with God, in type he offered Christ to God as
God’s food.
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[18:8] And he took curds and milk and the calf which he
had prepared, and set them before them; and he stood
by them under the tree while they ate.

[18:9] And they said to him, Where is Sarah your wife?
And he said, There, in the tent.

[18:10)] And He said, I will certainly return to you
according to the “time of life, and then Sarah your
wife shall have a "son. And Sarah was listening at the
entrance of the tent, which was behind Him.

[18:11] Now Abraham and Sarah were “old and advanced
in age; it had ceased to be with Sarah according to the
manner of women.

[18:12] And Sarah “laughed within herself, saying, After
I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my "lord being

old also?

[18:13] And Jehovah said to Abraham, Why did Sarah
laugh, saying, Shall I indeed bear a child when I am old?
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[18:14] °Is anything too marvelous for Jehovah? At the
appointed time I will return to you, according to the

‘time of life, and Sarah shall have a son.

[18:15] Then Sarah denied it, saying, I did not laugh; for

she was afraid. And He said, No, but you did laugh.

[18:16] And the men rose up from there and looked down
upon Sodom. And Abraham walked with them to send

them away.

[18:17] And Jehovah said, 'Shall I “hide from Abraham

what I am about to do,

18:14" (appointed) The time of life (v. 10), the appointed time for
the birth of Isaac (17:21), was the time of God’s visitation (21:1). The
birth of Isaac was the coming of Jehovah, which was the coming of grace
(cf. John 1:17). Isaac was born by the strength of God’s grace, not by
the strength of man’s natural life. This took place after Abraham had
been circumcised and he and his wife, Sarah, had become completely
deadened (v. 11; Rom. 4:18-19), signifying that the time of life, the time
when Christ will be life to us, will come after our natural strength has

been terminated.

18:17" (Shall) God revealed to Abraham His intention to destroy
Sodom, because He was seeking an intercessor. While God intended to
destroy Sodom, His heart was concerned for Lot, who was dwelling in
Sodom (13:12; 14:12; 19:1). He wanted to save Lot in order to protect
Christ’s genealogy through Ruth, a Moabitess and a descendant of
Lot (19:37; Ruth 1:4; Matt. 1:5), but He could not do so without an
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[18:18] Since Abraham will indeed become a great and
mighty nation, and “all the nations of the earth will be
blessed in him?

[18:19] For I know him, that he will command his
children and his household after him to keep the way
of Jehovah by doing righteousness and justice, that
Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken
concerning him.

[18:20) And Jehovah said, The cry of “Sodom and Gomorrah,
how great it is; and their sin, how very heavy it is!

[18:21] I shall go down and see whether they have done
altogether according to its outcry, which has come to
Me; and if not, I will know.

[18:22] And the men turned from there and went toward
Sodom, while Abraham 'remained “standing before Jehovah.

intercessor. Thus, in His intimate fellowship with Abraham, in a
mysterious way, without mentioning Lot’s name, God revealed His
heart’s desire. The proper intercession is not initiated by man but by
God’s revelation. Thus, it expresses God’s desire and paves the way for
the accomplishing of His will.

18:22" (remained) Abraham’s purpose in standing before Jehovah
was to intercede for Lot. The glorious intercession that Abraham made
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b. A Glorious Intercession
18:23-33

[18:23] And Abraham came near and said, Will You
indeed destroy the 'righteous with the wicked?

[18:24] Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;
will You indeed destroy and not spare the place for the
sake of the fifty righteous who are in it?

[18:25]) 'Far be it from You to do such a thing, to put
to death the righteous with the wicked, so that the
righteous should be as the wicked. Far be it from You!
Shall the “Judge of all the earth not do justly?

[18:26] And Jehovah said, If I find in Sodom fifty
righteous within the city, then I will spare the whole
place for their sake.

before God was not a prayer from man on earth to God in heaven; it was
a human conversation between two friends, an intimate talk according to

the unveiling of God’s heart’s desire.

18:23" (righteous) Here Abraham referred to Lot by implication
(2 Pet. 2:7-9). Apparently, Abraham was interceding for Sodom; actually,
he was interceding for Lot (19:27-29).

18:25" (Far) In Abraham’s intercession for Lot, he did not beg God
according to His love and grace; he challenged God according to His
righteous way. God’s righteousness binds Him much more than His love
and grace do (see note 17" in Rom. 1).
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[18:27) And Abraham answered and said, Now behold, I
have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord, though I
am but dust and ashes.

[18:28] Suppose the fifty righteous are lacking five, will
You destroy the whole city because of five? And He said,
I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.

[18:29] And he spoke to Him yet again and said, Suppose
forty are found there? And He said, I will not do it,
because of the forty.

[18:30] And he said, Oh may the Lord not be angry if I
speak. Suppose thirty are found there? And He said, I
will not do it if I find thirty there.

[18:31] And he said, Now behold, I have taken it upon
myself to speak to the Lord. Suppose twenty are found
there? And He said, I will not destroy it, because of
the twenty.

[18:32] And he said, Oh let the Lord not be angry if I
speak yet once more. Suppose ten are found there? And
He said, I will not destroy it, because of the ten.

Genesis
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[18:33] And Jehovah went away as soon as He had
finished 'speaking with Abraham, and Abraham
returned to his place.

GENESIS 19

c. The Negative Record of Lot
19:1-38

(1) A Defeated Righteous Man
and a Pillar of Salt
VV. 1-29

[19:1] “And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening,
and "Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom. And when ‘Lot
saw them, he rose up to meet them and bowed with his

face to the ground.

18:33" (speaking) Abraham’s intercession did not terminate with
Abraham’s speaking but with God’s, showing that genuine intercession is

God’s speaking in our speaking.

19:1" (Lot) Lot was a righteous and godly man (2 Pet. 2:6-9). Nevertheless,
although he had come out of Ur of Chaldea and was dwelling as one of God’s
people with Abraham in the land of Canaan (12:5), he became defeated
because he separated himself from Abraham, with whom was God’s witness
and testimony, and drifted into the wicked city of Sodom (13:11-13; 14:12),
which was condemned by God and was to be destroyed under His judgment.
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[19:2] And he said, Now, my lords, please turn aside here
to your servant’s house, and spend the night, and *wash
your feet; then you can rise up early and go on your way.
But they said, No; we will spend the night in the square.

[19:3] But he urged them strongly, and they turned aside
to him and entered his house. And he made them a feast
and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

[19:4] But before they lay down, the men of the city, the
men of “Sodom, surrounded the house, both young and
old, all the people from every quarter;

[19:5] And they called to Lot and said to him, Where are
the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us
that we may 'know them.

[19:6)] And Lot went out to them at the entrance and
shut the door behind him.

Ur of Chaldea was a place of idols, Egypt was a place of worldly riches
and pleasures, and Sodom was a city of sin. These three places form a
triangular boundary around the land of Canaan. God’s called ones live
within this triangle and must be careful lest they fall back to the city of

idols, go down to the place of worldly pleasures, or drift into the city of sin.

19:5"' (know) The wicked Sodomites were homosexuals (Rom.

1:24-27).
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[19:7] And he said, Please, my brothers, do not act so
wickedly.

[19:8] I have here two 'daughters who have not known
a man. Please, let me bring them out to you, and do to
them as is fitting in your eyes; only do not do anything
to these men, inasmuch as they have come under the
shelter of my roof.

[19:9] But they said, Stand aside. Then they said, This
one came here to “sojourn, and already he is acting like a
judge. Now we will treat you worse than we would have
them. And they pressed hard against the man, against
Lot, and came near in order to break down the door.

[19:10] But the men stretched out their hand and brought
Lot into the house to them and shut the door.

[19:11] And they struck the men who were at the entrance
of the house with 'blindness, both small and great, so that
they wearied themselves trying to find the entrance.

19:8" (daughters) Lot’s willingness to sacrifice his two virgin
daughters to satisfy the Sodomites’ lust shows that Lot, having dwelt
a considerable time in the sinful city of Sodom, had lost his sense of

morality and shame (vv. 33, 35).

19:11" (blindness) This shows that sinfulness blinds people. See notes

27" in Matt. 9, 40" in John 12, and 1% in John 9.
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[19:12] And the men said to Lot, Whom else do you
have here? A son-in-law or your sons and your
daughters or anyone you have in the city—bring them
out of the place.

[19:13] For we are about to destroy this place, because
their outcry has become so great before Jehovah that
Jehovah has sent us to destroy it.

[19:14] And Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law,
who were to marry his daughters, and said, Rise up; “go
forth from this place, for Jehovah will destroy the city.
But it seemed to his sons-in-law as though he were joking.

[19:15] And when the morning dawned, the angels
urged “Lot, saying, Rise up; take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, lest you be destroyed in the
iniquity of the city.

[19:16] But he 'lingered; so the men seized his hand and
the hand of his wife and the hand of his two daughters,
Jehovah being merciful to him, and they brought him
out and set him outside the city.

19:16" (lingered) Lot had no willingness to escape from the evil and
condemned city, but the Lord was merciful, pulling him out of Sodom

like wood plucked out of a fire (cf. Zech. 3:2; Jude 23).
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[19:17) And when they had brought them outside, He
said, Escape for your life. Do not look “behind you,
neither stay anywhere in the plain. Escape to the hills,
lest you be destroyed.

[19:18] And Lot said to them, May it not be so, Lord;

[19:19] Even though Your servant has found favor in
Your sight, and You have magnified Your lovingkindness,
which You have showed to me in preserving my life;
I cannot escape to the mountain, lest the disaster
overtake me and I die.

[19:20] Here, this city is nearby to flee to, and it is a little

one. Please let me escape there—is it not a little one?—
and 'I shall live.

[19:21] And He said to him, I now grant you this request
also, that I will not overthrow the city concerning which
you have spoken.

[19:22]) Hurry, escape there; for I cannot do anything
until you arrive there. Therefore the name of the city
was called Zoar.

19:20" (I) Lit., my soul.

19:22" (Zoar) Meaning little.
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[19:23] The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came
to Zoar.

[19:24] Then Jehovah rained upon “Sodom and upon
Gomorrah "brimstone and fire from Jehovah out of heaven.

[19:25] And He overthrew those cities and all the plain
and all the inhabitants of the cities and what grew on
the ground.

[19:26] But his “wife looked back from behind him, and
she became a "pillar of salt.

[19:27] And Abraham rose up early in the morning and
went to the place where he had “stood before Jehovah.

[19:28] And he looked down upon Sodom and Gomorrah
and upon all the land of the plain. And as he looked,
there it was: the smoke of the land was going up like the
“smoke of a furnace.

[19:29] And when God destroyed the cities of the plain,
God ‘remembered Abraham and sent Lot out from the
midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities
among which Lot dwelt.

19:26" (pillar) See note 32" in Luke 17.
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(2) The Seed by Incest
vv. 30-38
[19:30] Then Lot went up out of Zoar and dwelt in the
mountains, and his two daughters with him, for he was
afraid to dwell in Zoar. And he and his two daughters

dwelt in a cave.

[19:31] And the firstborn said to the younger, Our father
is old, and there is not a man on the earth to come in to

us after the manner of all the earth.

[19:32] Come, let us make our father drink wine; and let
us lie with him, that we may preserve alive 'seed from

our father.

19:32" (seed) Having been drugged with the wicked current of the evil
world, Lot’s daughters had lost their sense of morality. Desiring to have
seed regardless of the means, they bore sons out of their father by incest,
thus breaking the governing principle ordained by God. In principle,
to use any kind of sinful or worldly methods to secure increase for our
success in the Christian work is to break God’s governing principle and
thus to commit spiritual incest (cf. Matt. 7:21-23). The seed produced by
incest became a great damage to the people of God through fornication

(Num. 25:1-5; Rev. 2:14 and notes 2 and 3).
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[19:33] And they made their father drink wine that night.
And the firstborn went in and lay with her father, and he

did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

[19:34] And the next day the firstborn said to the younger,
I have now lain with my father last night. Let us make
him drink wine tonight also; and you go in, and lie with

him, that we may preserve alive seed from our father.

[19:35] And they made their father drink wine that night
also. And the younger one arose and lay with him, and

he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.

[19:36] Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant
by their father.

[19:37] And the firstborn bore a son and called his name
“Moab; he is the father of the *’Moabites to this day.

19:37" (Moab) Meaning from father.

19:37% (Moabites) God rejected the Moabites and the Ammonites
(v. 38) with a holy and divine hatred, commanding His people not to
“seek peace with them nor prosperity with them all your days forever”
and forbidding an Ammonite or a Moabite to enter the congregation of
Jehovah, “even to the tenth generation...forever” (Deut. 23:3-6; cf. Matt.

1:5 and note 3).#
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B 19 Deut. 2:19

My K, A2 FR A2 e A RIaG4H . his name 'Ben-ammi; he is the father of the children of
“Ammon to this day.

glttse E-1+&E GENESIS 20
d PERiRYEEES d. A Hidden Weakness
MEMIKE and a Shameful Intercession
~—+1~18 20:1-18

[20:1]) sefAHr 0L T AR ZE [m) B Hhi& J¢, [20:1] And Abraham journeyed from 'there toward the
{EE IR E A EZ3H 2 [H, &5 4R region of the Negev and dwelt between Kadesh and

HrH-. Shur; then he sojourned in Gerar.
02 [20:2]) 5041 $7 5 RE 4tk 1) 32 7 Hic [20:2) And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, 'She is 202
+= Gen. 12:13;
=7 S, VbR IRt Rk, R E FEikb my “sister. And Abimelech the king of Gerar sent and %7
7K$jl ZE NFERLEL T %6 took Sarah.
BRAESE M F"E__&._ BLEIEF, EMHTELRE. Ishmael, brought forth by fleshly effort, was rejected by God (21:10-
(Z—10~12, BELIGET R ERFN{Egn K, 12). Moab and Ben-ammi, brought forth by incest, were a shame in
=Y FRERD. |Eﬁ S E BT B l/,(?ﬁfl #F history. Only Isaac, brought forth by God’s grace, was used to fulfill
PARRFLHBIE B o God’s purpose.
@ 19:38" =, ®KMABNRF- 19:38" (Ben-ammi) Meaning son of my people.
@® 20:1" ENFAE. (+/\1, &+=18, ) 20:1" (there) Le., Hebron (18:1; cf. 13:18).
@ 202" SRR FEEEEA RS, (1, ) FEEFE 20:2" (She) When Abraham journeyed from Hebron (v. 1), he left
T #H# EI’J [5] 7£ Fn0 £ 481 32 188 B4 1E 7 _Liaj (+=18 i God’s presence and the proper standing on which he could have fellowship
) BRARIEERSMEBE L& T &, with God (13:18 and notes). Although he had been circumcised both
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[20:3] But God came to Abimelech in a “dream by night
and said to him, You are now about to die because of the

woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.

[20:4) But Abimelech had not come near her, so he said,

Lord, will You slay even a righteous nation?

[20:5] Did he himself not say to me, She is my sister?
And even she herself said, He is my brother. In the
integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I

have done this.

[20:6] And God said to him in the dream, Yes, I know
that in the integrity of your heart you have done this,
and I also prevented you from sinning against Me;

therefore I did not let you touch her.

physically and spiritually (17:10, 23-24 and note 10"), when he left the
proper standing of fellowship with God, Abraham was again in the flesh
and repeated his previous failure (12:13). This shows that no matter how
high our spiritual attainment may be, as long as we are still in the old
creation, if we do not remain in fellowship with God, we are capable of
being in the flesh and of behaving like the worldly people. We should never
have any confidence in our flesh; the flesh is absolutely untrustworthy

(Rom. 7:18; Phil. 3:3). We must put our trust in the Lord’s presence.
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[20:7] Now therefore return the man’s wife, for he is a
prophet; and he will *pray for you, and you will live. But
if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die,

you and all who are yours.

[20:8] And Abimelech rose early in the morning and
called all his servants and spoke all these things in their

hearing. And the men were very afraid.

[20:9] Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to
him, What have you done to us? And how have I sinned
against you, that you have brought on me and on my
kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that

ought not to be done.

[20:10] And Abimelech said to Abraham, 'What were you
thinking, that you have done this thing?

[20:11] And Abraham said, Because I 'thought, Surely
there is no fear of God in this place, and they will “slay

me because of my wife.

20:10" (What) Lit., What did you see...

20:11" (thought) Lit., said.
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[20:12] But she is also truly my sister, the daughter of
my father, but not the daughter of my mother; and she
became my wife.

[20:13)] And 'when °God caused me to wander from my
father’s house, I said to her, This is your kindness which
you must do to me: At every place where we go, say of
me, He is my brother.

[20:14) Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen and
male servants and female servants, and gave them to
Abraham; and he 'returned Sarah his wife to him.

[20:15] And Abimelech said, My land is now before you;
dwell wherever it pleases you.

20:13" (when) Abraham’s lying to Abimelech was planned by him
from the time he began to follow the way of God. Thus, his failure in this
chapter exposed his hidden weakness in the matter of following the Lord

and trusting in Him absolutely.

20:14" (returned) In figure, Abraham signifies faith and Sarah
signifies grace (Gal. 3:7; 4:23). When Abraham failed, Sarah suffered and
Abraham lost the testimony of grace. This shows that whenever faith fails
on our side, grace suffers on God’s side, and whenever the enjoyment of

grace is lost, the testimony of grace also is lost.

Although Abraham’s faith failed, God still preserved him by His
sovereign care. God wisely and sovereignly restored Sarah, taking care of

His grace and His testimony.
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[20:16] And to Sarah he said, I have now given your
brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is now your
'Vindication in the eyes of all who are with you. And in
every respect you have been cleared.

[20:17)] And Abraham “prayed to God; and God healed
Abimelech and his wife and his female servants, so that
they bore children.

[20:18) For Jehovah had completely shut up all the
wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah,

Abraham’s “wife.

GENESIS 21

e. The Birth and Growth of Isaac
21:1-8

20:16" (vindication) Lit., covering.

20:17" (prayed) Abraham had to intercede for Abimelech’s need
in spite of his own failure and the fact that Sarah was still barren.
This shows that our interceding for others does not depend on our
condition; it depends on who we are. God did not count Abraham’s
failure but considered him His prophet (v. 7). Regardless of our
condition, in God’s eyes we, God’s called ones, are His prophets
(1 Cor. 14:31), His new creation (2 Cor. 5:17), the members of the
Body of Christ (Eph. 5:30).

Genesis

20:17°
Gen. 20:7;
cf. James 5:16

20:18"
Gen. 12:17



21:1"
WETZ21
o1:1°

mm 23, 28
21:2°
®+—11
21:2"
B+t 21
21:2°
Bl++t6
21:3"
B+t 19
x—2
21:4"
g+t 10,12
8

21:5"
B+t 17
2 19

(21: 1] " HOANEE 4% 56 BT AORE ™ B R
(5B et JRE T F) AR R Gt -

[21:2] & sifHFL FFEZHIIGE, e
172, B SR A E I
1 Y|SB VA SOl [ I A

[21:3] medfH i 5% R br 40 fh A= (0 51
(SR RVE &

(21:4] BUHCE FAc' 5/0H, SR
AT 0,8 A 0 5T LA
57 i

[21:5] fib 52 5 AR ZE s e, me A
P — Ko

@®21:1" 1~ 13 &1, R 22~ 31 &%,

@®@21:1* R+/\145F 2,

@ 21:2' HAEMZ GINEE, REEXEEEBRE
%, UER#kiENES. (=15, +=7, == 18,
m=16, Tt 12~14 L, ) LUHHHYE, REEE
EEFHNESRAEMBENER, EEWHEEMTIER
EEN. EENEERY, DERRMRANEGMAOE,
WEREEBENEIRE THE, (+E10~16, )

@213 =, EX,
@ 21:4 B++E125F1.

®21:4 R++t105%1.
AlttED

163

[21:1] 'And Jehovah *visited Sarah as He had said, and
Jehovah did to Sarah as He had "promised.

[21:2] And “Sarah conceived and 'bore Abraham a "son
in his old age, at the “appointed time of which God had
spoken to him.

[21:3] And Abraham called the name of his son who was
born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, “Isaac.

[21:4) And Abraham “circumcised Isaac his son when he
was “eight days old, as God had commanded him.

[21:5] And Abraham was a “hundred years old when
Isaac his son was born to him.

21:1" (And) For vv. 1-13 in this chapter, see notes in Gal. 4:22-31.
21:12 (visited) See note 14" in ch. 18.

21:2" (bore) God’s goal in His economy is to bring forth Christ as the

seed for the fulfillment of His eternal purpose (3:15; 12:7; 22:18; Gal. 3:16;
2 Sam. 7:12-14a). The birth of Isaac signifies the bringing forth of Christ
as the promised seed through God’s work of grace at God’s appointed
time. The prerequisite to this is the termination of our natural life and
strength through spiritual circumcision (17:10-16).

21:3" (Isaac) Meaning he laughs.
21:4% (eight) See note 12" in ch. 17.

21:4" (circumcised) See note 10" in ch. 17.
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1 Sam. 2:21
21:1"

Gal. 4:23, 28
21:2%

Heb. 11:11
21:2"

Gen. 17:6
21:2°

Gen. 17:21
21:3"

Gen. 17:19;
Matt. 1:2
21:4"

Gen. 17:10, 12;
Acts 7:8

21:5"
Gen. 17:17;
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21:6° [21:6) #ihizh, fhfdFviEkss, MNIEH [21:6) And Sarah said, God has made me *laugh; 21:6°

B+t 17 Gen. 17:17;

i s B R —[A] * B, everyone who hears will laugh with me. 181213

[21:7) X0, ERETZSCE miadr 5, [21:7] And she said, Who would have said to Abraham
b BEAE R LW ? SR AT that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him
e, Frmapfh A 17— 5 a son in his old age.

[21:8) %1 Wi, milr 70y, UL#cEr  [21:8] And the child 'grew and was weaned. And Abraham
I H T, oiaP R R R ZE . made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.

f ERMUEEFWER f. Hagar and Ishmael Cast Out
—_—9~14 21:9-14

219 [21:9) & w, #fiERENEAEHZ  [21:9] And Sarah saw the “son of Hagar the Egyptian, 219’

nm 24 Gal. 4:24
21:9" nARE T ARt T AR, whom she had borne to Abraham, “mocking. 21:0"

e 29 Gal. 4:29
jull,;;’; [21:10) gt¥fuifasr 20, RIEEMF 4 [21:10] So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this maidservant iilf:;o
21;1}(\)b MR T 2R, FEiEd LRt and her son, for the son of this maidservant shall "not 2f1:1§b83
24\ 35 cf. John 8:35

PNTTEAIR B S DAL, — R R, inherit with my son Isaac.

@218 LUHNEKX, REBEEEBLEEHNEHE 21:8" (grew) The growth of Isaac signifies the growth of Christ in the
EEZENEXR. EEBEAERMAEREERLXR, FFE New Testament believers after He is born in them. The growth of Christ
EERFAERMER. N 19 Bd5E 4. D in us is needed that Christ may be formed in us (Gal. 4:19 and note 4).

@ 21:9" AP 2952, =175 2. 21:9" (mocking) See notes 29” in Gal. 4 and 17° in Gal. 3.

@ 21:10" ERFMUBTIBEFIELE, REILE 21:10" (Cast) The casting out of Hagar and Ishmael signifies the
EFMAEB DS RER L, EEAEHNKSETE casting out of the law and the result of the effort of the flesh, which have
A, (RPU243E5, 30581, ) no place in God’s economy (see notes 24° and 30" in Gal. 4).
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[21:15) ESWP/KHF 1, EHBEEZ
FIAE— T,

[21:16) HOEMAH —FiE, MHE
mAe, &, MAERZTIE, wiHH
MAk, s KRR,

@ 21:12" BiE, ELURES.
Btz

[21:11] And the matter displeased Abraham greatly on
account of his son.

[21:12] And God said to Abraham, Do not be displeased
on account of the boy and on account of your
maidservant. Whatever Sarah says to you, listen to her
voice, for in “Isaac shall your "seed be called.

[21:13) And of the son of the maidservant I will also
make a “nation, because he is your seed.

[21:14) And Abraham rose up early in the morning and
took bread and a waterskin full of water and gave them
to Hagar, putting them on her shoulder, and gave her
the child and sent her away. And she departed and
wandered in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

g. Two Wells—Two Sources of Living
21:15-34

[21:15] When the water in the waterskin was finished,
she cast the child under one of the bushes.

[21:16] And she went and sat herself down opposite him,
a fair distance away, about a bowshot away, for she said,
Do not let me look upon the death of the child. And as
she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept.

Genesis
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[21:17] And God heard the voice of the boy. And the
“Angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven and said to
her, What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid, for God

has heard the voice of the boy where he is.

[21:18] Rise up; lift up the boy, and hold him with your

hand, for I will make of him a great nation.

[21:19] And God opened her eyes, and she saw a 'well of
water. And she went and filled the waterskin with water

and gave the boy a drink.

[21:20] And God was with the boy, and he grew. And he

dwelt in the wilderness and became an archer.

[21:21] And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran. And his
mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

[21:22] And at that time Abimelech and Phicol the
captain of his army spoke to Abraham, saying, God is

with you in all that you do.

21:19" (well) A well signifies the source of one’s living. Ishmael’s well
was in the wilderness close to Egypt (vv. 14, 20-21). Ishmael’s source of
living made him an archer (v. 20; cf. 10:8-9), a hunter, a killer of life, and

eventually joined him to Egypt, signifying the world (v. 21).
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[21:23) Now therefore “swear to me here by God that
you will not deal falsely with me or with my offspring
or with my posterity. According to the kindness that I
have shown to you, you shall do to me and to the land in

which you have sojourned.
[21:24) And Abraham said, I swear it.

[21:25] And Abraham confronted Abimelech concerning
the “well of water which Abimelech’s servants had

taken by force.

[21:26)] And Abimelech said, I do not know who has done
this thing; and you did not tell me about it, nor have I
even heard of it until today.

[21:27] And Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave
them to Abimelech. And the two of them made a

covenant.

21:25" (well) The well for Isaac is a type of Christ as the life-giving
Spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:6, 17), who is the source of the living water
as the divine supply for God’s people (John 4:14; 7:37-39; 1 Cor. 12:13;
Rev. 22:17). Isaac’s source of living made him a burnt offering for God’s
satisfaction and led him up to Mount Moriah (22:2), which eventually
became Mount Zion, where God’s temple was built in Jerusalem (2 Chron.
3:1). Ultimately, the proper source of living makes us Isaacs and leads us

to the New Jerusalem (Gal. 4:26-28).
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[21:28] And Abraham set 'seven ewe lambs of the flock
by themselves.

[21:29) And Abimelech said to Abraham, What is the
meaning of these seven ewe lambs which you have set
by themselves?

[21:30] And he said, These seven ewe lambs you shall
take from my hand, that it may be a witness for me that
I dug this well.

[21:31)] Therefore he called that place “Beer-sheba,
because there the two of them swore an oath.

[21:32] So they made a 'covenant at Beer-sheba; and
Abimelech rose up with Phicol the captain of his host,
and they returned into the land of the *Philistines.

21:28" (seven) Abraham redeemed the well at the cost of seven ewe
lambs. In typology the seven ewe lambs signify the full redemption of
Christ, indicating that the divine living water has been redeemed, bought
back, by Christ’s full redemption (John 19:34).

21:31" (Beer-sheba) Meaning well of an oath.

21:32" (covenant) The covenant here, involving the redeeming of
the well at Beer-sheba, is a seed of the new covenant (Jer. 31:31-34;
Heb. 8:8-12), enacted through Christ’s redeeming blood (Matt. 26:28;
Luke 22:20). Isaac drank of redeemed water, the water of the covenant.
Likewise, the living water drunk by the New Testament believers is
redeemed and covenanted water.
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[21:33) And 'Abraham planted a “tamarisk tree in Beer-
sheba, and there he “called on the name of Jehovah, the

*Eternal God.

[21:34)] And Abraham sojourned in the land of the

Philistines many days.

GENESIS 22

h. The Offering Up of Isaac
22:1-24

21:322 (Philistines) In typology, the Philistines signify a people who
accept God but handle the things of God according to human cleverness,

not according to God’s economy (1 Sam. 6:1-9 and note 4").
21:33" (Abraham) Lit., he.

21:332 (tamarisk) A tamarisk, having slender branches and very fine
leaves, portrays the flow of the riches of life, the issue of the experience of
the tree of life (2:9-10; cf. John 7:37-38). Thus, the tamarisk tree signifies

the tree of life experienced and expressed.

21:33% (Eternal) Heb. El Olam. El, meaning the Mighty One, is one
of the names of God. Olam, meaning eternal or eternity, comes from a
Hebrew root meaning to conceal, to hide. The divine title El Olam implies
eternal life (cf. John 1:1, 4). Hence, by calling on the name of Jehovah,
the Eternal Mighty One, Abraham experienced God as the ever-living,

secret, mysterious One, who is the eternal life.
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mountains of which I will tell you.

22:2" (only) Abraham’s offering of his beloved and only son, Isaac,
on the altar is a vivid picture of God the Father’s offering of His beloved
and only Son, Jesus Christ, on the cross. In this picture Isaac typifies
Christ in a detailed way. Isaac, as Abraham’s only son (vv. 2, 12, 16),
typifies Christ as God’s only begotten Son (John 3:16). Isaac was
Abraham’s beloved son (v. 2), and Christ was the Father’s beloved Son,
in whom He delighted (Matt. 3:17). Isaac took his father’s will (v. 6),
and Christ also chose the will of His Father (Matt. 26:39). Isaac was
obedient unto death (vv. 9-10); likewise, Christ was obedient unto death
(Phil. 2:8). Isaac carried the wood for the burnt offering and walked to
the top of Mount Moriah (v. 6); in the same way, Christ bore His cross
and walked to Golgotha (John 19:17). Isaac was offered to God as a
burnt offering on Mount Moriah; Christ also was offered to God on the
same mountain (see note 1* in Mark 10) to fulfill the type of the burnt
offering. Isaac was “killed” on the altar and was returned to Abraham on
the third day, that is, in resurrection (vv. 4, 10-13; Heb. 11:19); similarly,
Christ was crucified on the cross and was resurrected on the third day
(1 Cor. 15:4). Isaac was multiplied in resurrection (v. 17), and Christ also
was multiplied in His resurrection (John 12:24; 1 Pet. 1:3). Isaac was
the seed of Abraham for the blessing of all the nations (v. 18); likewise,
Christ is the unique seed of Abraham in whom the blessing of Abraham
has come to the nations (Gal. 3:8, 14, 16).

Genesis
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22:22 (Moriah) Meaning the vision of Jah. Mount Moriah, the place
of God’s choice, eventually became Mount Zion, the site for the temple
(cf. 2 Chron. 3:1) and the center of the good land. Abraham was the first
to worship God with the burnt offering on Mount Zion. Later, Abraham’s
descendants, the children of Israel, were commanded by God to go three
times a year to this place to worship God and there to offer to Him their
burnt offerings (Deut. 16:16; Psa. 132:13). Today, the New Testament
believers, Abraham’s spiritual descendants, are on Mount Zion (Heb.
12:22-23). Eventually, we all will join Abraham to worship God on the

eternal Mount Zion, the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:22).

22:23 (offer) Isaac, a type of Christ as the promised seed (Gal. 3:16),
was given to Abraham by God. Here God asked Abraham to give back
to God what God had given him. This surely was a test to Abraham (v.
1; Heb. 11:17). This shows a basic principle in God’s economy: all that
God has given us, even what He has wrought in us and through us, must
eventually be offered back to Him, that we may live a life of faith, not
holding on to anything, even to the things given by God, but relying
only on Him. After Isaac was offered, he was returned to Abraham
in resurrection and became a blessing (vv. 12-13, 16, 18; Heb. 11:19).
Likewise, after we have offered to God what we have received of Him, He
will return it to us in resurrection and it will become a blessing for the

fulfillment of His purpose. See Rom. 4:17 and notes.

22:2% (burnt) See note 3" in Lev. 1.
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[22:3] And Abraham 'rose early in the morning and
saddled his donkey and took two of his young men
with him and Isaac his son. And he split the wood for

the burnt offering and rose up and went to the place of
which God had told him.

[22:4] On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and
saw the place from afar.

[22:5] And Abraham said to his young men, Stay here
with the donkey; and I and the boy will go over there,
and we will worship; and then we will return to you.

[22:6] And Abraham took the wood for the burnt
offering and laid it upon Isaac his son. And he took in
his hand the fire and the knife. And the two of them
walked together.

[22:7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said,
My father! And he said, Here I am, my son. And he said,
The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb
for a burnt offering?

22:3" (rose) Abraham obeyed God immediately because he believed
in the resurrecting God (v. 5; Heb. 11:17-19; James 2:21-22; Rom. 4:17

and note 1).
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[22:8] And Abraham said, God Himself will “provide the
"lamb for a burnt offering, my son. So the two of them
walked on together.

[22:9] And they came to the place of which God had told
him. And Abraham built the altar there and laid the
wood in order and bound “Isaac his son and laid him on
the altar on top of the wood.

[22:10] And Abraham stretched out his hand and took
the knife to slaughter his son.

[22:11)] And the “Angel of Jehovah called to him from the
heavens and said, Abraham, Abraham. And he said, Here
Iam.

[22:12] And He said, Do not stretch out your hand upon
the boy, nor do anything to him; for now I know that you
fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your
only son, from Me.

[22:13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
there behind him was a 'ram, caught in the *thicket by
its horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up for a burnt offering in place of his son.

22:11" (Angel) See note 7" in ch. 16.
22:13" (ram) The ram here, killed in place of Abraham’s son, is
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[22:14] And Abraham called the name of that place
'Jehovah-jireh, as it is said to this day, On the “mount of
Jehovah it will be "provided.

[22:15] And the “Angel of Jehovah called to Abraham a
second time from the heavens

[22:16] And said, By Myself I have “sworn, declares
Jehovah: Because you have done this thing and have not
withheld your son, your only son,

[22:17] °I will surely bless you and will greatly multiply

your seed like the "stars of the heavens and like the
“sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall
possess the ‘gate of his enemies.

a type of Christ as the Lamb of God (John 1:29) provided by God to
replace God’s chosen people, those who would inherit God’s promised

inheritance, as the burnt offering (v. 2) for God’s satisfaction.

22:13% (thicket) Horns signify fighting power, and the thicket signifies

humanity. Christ as the Lamb of God was willing to have His “horns”
caught by His human nature that He might be offered to God as our
Substitute (1 Pet. 3:18). Cf. Matt. 26:50-54.

22:14" (Jehovah-jireh) Meaning Jehovah will provide, or Jehovah
will see [to it].

22:142 (it) Or, He will be seen.

22:17" (stars) The stars of the heavens signify Abraham’s heavenly

descendants, the descendants who are of faith (Gal. 3:7, 29), whereas the
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2 Chron. 3:1;
Isa. 2:3;

30:29;

Joel 3:17;
Micah 4:2;
Zech. 8:3;

cf. Num. 10:33

22:14"
Gen. 22:8
22:15"
Gen. 22:11;
31
22:16"
Heb. 6:13;
Psa. 105:9;
Luke 1:73
22:17°
Heb. 6:14
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Gen. 15:5
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Gen. 32:12;
Jer. 33:22;

2 Sam. 17:11;
1 Kings 4:20;
Isa. 10:22;
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Rom. 9:27;
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cf. Gen. 13:16;
See note 17*
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Gen. 24:60;
Psa. 127:5



22:18"
g+=3
22:18"
BI=AS

[22:18]) i H.
12 F 154 s

iﬂi%l PSR
R R " EAE T IRATES

Fnih FROEESD (= 16) RERAREBMEI T
12, MERERAESNF. BENPIEIEEHEED.
EVELE SR, WEUEREIRENR. SERESN
MHE. (FEHE20, Z+tE15. ) B3R,
#HR AR EBGALLE TR RYIE, (RIE—4 8
5, ) BB FIERAMR, HPANRAER
—E— R LML ISR, FREEAIE

RmigEEMY. (Z+=-~+M, ZEAh 27 ~
29. ) FERESHEIS RPN FEHIEMIE T2
. (B&——12, 14, ) Hitt, FHECEELER
DENFEETHERBEL. KT ARERS
1, FREHEREFEREREUS; EEME mER
EHE

@ 22:18" ZBEM=14, WA DTRRFERNE

i, NEWBECERRBDRANFEMNRES, EEH
BREEUREEEANERLARER, (al+h

45, ) MAKEBEAERENE. HEEALEARNE,

EREEEBER —NES, H TERNERMS
B, (E=25~26, =16, ) REAEEBERN
SENEEREAENKREE, Gfkar+=12, ) #E
SHEEETZN, RERZHIEFZENER. (N
=7, 29 BEzF1, )

EAE, EEBU=FEFNEREK: #2EF
FEREE, (11~12, 15~18, ) BAE, (13,)
B ERAHRNEMNEDS. (18, ) ERMEMNFEE, =
=EE, BETHRREBNLQE, RREETES,
EETHEREEE.

AlttEe

175

[22:18] And in your 'seed “all the nations of the earth

shall be blessed, because you have "obeyed My voice.

sand on the seashore and the dust of the earth (13:16) signify Abraham’s
earthly descendants, the descendants in the flesh. The sand on the
seashore is the dust beside the sea. This sand is separated from the sea and
also washed by the waves of the sea. The sea signifies the Gentile nations
(Isa. 57:20; Rev. 17:15). The Gentile nations used by God to chastise Israel
throughout the centuries (Joel 1:4 and note) were like the waves from the
Mediterranean, coming up again and again with their invading armies to
wash Israel as the dust to produce a remnant who are like the sand on the
seashore (Zech. 12—14; Rom. 9:27-29). The New Jerusalem is composed
of these two categories of Abraham’s descendants (Rev. 21:12, 14). Hence,
the New Jerusalem will be the ultimate consummation of Abraham’s seed.
By being offered to God by Abraham, Isaac was multiplied to become the
New Jerusalem. This was God’s blessing to Abraham.

22:18" (seed) According to Gal. 3:14, the promise given to Abraham
was that God Himself would come to be the seed of Abraham, and
this seed would be a blessing to all the nations by becoming the all-
inclusive Spirit for mankind to receive (1 Cor. 15:45). God’s blessing of
Abraham eventually issued in Christ as the unique seed in whom all
the nations of the earth are blessed (Acts 3:25-26; Gal. 3:16). All the
believers in Christ, as members of the corporate Christ (1 Cor. 12:12),
are included in this seed as the heirs of God’s promised blessing (Gal.
3:7, 29 and note 29").

In this chapter Christ is revealed in three ways: as the Angel of
Jehovah (vv. 11-12, 15-18), as the ram (v. 13), and as the seed of Abraham
(v. 18). The Angel of Jehovah, who is Christ, provided the ram, a type of
Christ, which eventually issued in the seed, who is also Christ.
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[22:19] So Abraham returned to his young men, and they
rose up and went together to Beer-sheba. And Abraham

dwelt in Beer-sheba.

[22:20] And after these things it was told Abraham,
saying, Milcah has now also borne children to your
brother Nahor:

[22:21] Uz his firstborn and Buz his brother and Kemuel
the father of Aram

[22:22] And Chesed and Hazo and Pildash and Jidlaph
and Bethuel;

[22:23] And Bethuel begot 'Rebekah. These eight Milcah

bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother.

[22:24] And his concubine, whose name was Reumah,
also bore Tebah and Gaham and Tahash and Maacah.

GENESIS 23

1. The Death and Burial of Sarah
23:1-20

22:23" (Rebekah) Meaning ensnarer.
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[23:1] And the life of Sarah was one hundred twenty-

seven years. These were the years of the life of Sarah.

[23:2] And Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (that is, “Hebron)
in the land of Canaan. And Abraham proceeded to

mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.

[23:3] Then Abraham rose up from before his dead wife
and spoke to the 'children of Heth, saying,

[23:4] I am a stranger and a “sojourner among you. Give
me the possession of a burial place among you that I

may bury my dead wife out of my sight.

[23:5) And the children of Heth answered Abraham,

saying to him,

23:2" (Hebron) See note 18° in ch. 13.

23:3" (children) Ie., the Hittites.
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[23:6] Hear us, my lord. You are a prince of God in our
midst. In the 'choicest of our burial places bury your
dead wife. None of us will withhold from you his burial
place for burying your dead wife.

[23:7] And Abraham rose up and bowed down to the
people of the land, to the children of Heth.

[23:8] And he spoke with them, saying, If it is your
desire that I should bury my dead wife out of my sight,
hear me, and entreat Ephron the son of Zohar for me,

[23:9] That he would give me the cave of “Machpelah,
which is his and which is at the end of his *field. For
the full price let him give it to me in your midst for the

possession of a burial place.

23:6" (choicest) Abraham buried Sarah in the choicest burial place. He
cared much more for the place in which he and his descendants would be
buried than for his tent as his earthly dwelling (cf. Matt. 8:20; 27:57-60).
He was more concerned for the future than for the present. This is because
he considered himself a stranger and a sojourner on the earth, looking for

a permanent city and a better country (Heb. 11:9-10, 16).

23:9% (field) Although Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac were living at
Beer-sheba (21:33), Sarah died and was buried in Hebron, the place of
fellowship with God. Hebron is between Beer-sheba on the south and

Jerusalem on the north. Thus, Hebron was not only a place of fellowship
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[23:10] Now Ephron was sitting in the midst of the

children of Heth. And Ephron the Hittite answered
Abraham in the hearing of the children of Heth, in the
hearing of all who went in at the gate of his city, saying,

[23:11] No, my lord, hear me. I give you the field and the

cave that is in it; to you I give it. In the presence of the
children of my people I give it to you; bury your dead wife.

but also a way that led to Jerusalem. In spiritual significance, the cave of
Machpelah in Hebron (v. 19), in which Sarah was buried, is the gateway

to the New Jerusalem.

The cave of Machpelah was at the end of a field, in which were
many trees (v. 17). A field is a place where life grows; thus, it implies
resurrection. Abraham did not bury Sarah in a place of death but in a
place of life, a place full of resurrection (1 Cor. 15:36 and note). This
indicates that Abraham believed in the God of resurrection (Rom. 4:17)
and was filled with the expectation that his wife would be resurrected
and would be in the city which has the foundations, the New Jerusalem.
According to Abraham’s realization, Sarah’s death was not a termination
but an entering into the gate of resurrection, the gateway into the
expected city and the better country (Heb. 11:10, 16).

23:9' (Machpelah) Meaning double, doubling. Abraham and Sarah,
Isaac and Rebekah, and Jacob and Leah, three couples, were all buried
in the cave of Machpelah (v. 19; 25:9; 49:29-32; 50:13). The names
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob are the components of the divine title of God,
who is the God of resurrection (Exo. 3:15; Matt. 22:32 and note).
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[23:12] And Abraham bowed down before the people of
the land.

[23:13] And he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the
people of the land, saying, But if you will, please hear
me; I will give the price of the field. Take it from me,
that I may bury my dead wife there.

[23:14] And Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him,

[23:15] My lord, listen to me. A piece of land worth four
hundred shekels of silver, what is that between me and
you? Therefore bury your dead wife.

[23:16] And Abraham listened to Ephron, and Abraham
weighed out to Ephron the silver which he had named
in the hearing of the children of Heth, four hundred
shekels of silver, current with the merchant.

[23:17] So the field of Ephron, which was in “Machpelah
and which was before Mamre, the field and the cave
which was in it and all the trees that were in the field,

which were in all its territory, were assured

[23:18] To Abraham for a possession in the presence of
the children of Heth, in the presence of all who went in
at the gate of his city.
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[23:19) And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in
the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre (that is,
Hebron) in the land of Canaan.

[23:20] And the field and the cave that is in it were
assured to Abraham for the possession of a burial place
from the children of Heth.

GENESIS 24

j. The Marriage of Isaac
24:1-67

[24:1) And Abraham was old and advanced in age. And
Jehovah had “blessed Abraham in all things.

[24:2) 'And Abraham said to his *servant, the oldest of
his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put your hand
under my thigh;

24:2" (And) This chapter primarily reveals the practical living of
God’s people in oneness with God for the accomplishing of His eternal
purpose. The marriage of Isaac was not merely for his human living; it
was altogether for the producing of a people, the seed of Abraham, for
the fulfillment of God’s purpose (22:17). Thus, in the gaining of a wife for
Isaac, everything was done according to God’s economy to bring forth

Christ for the producing of the kingdom of God.

This chapter also presents a rich type of the marriage of Christ,
typified by Isaac, and the church, typified by Rebekah.
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[24:3] And I will make you swear by Jehovah, the “God
of heaven and the God of earth, that you will 'not take a
wife for my son from the "daughters of the Canaanites,

among whom I am dwelling.

[24:4] But you shall go to my country and to my

1 . .
relatives, and take a “wife for my son Isaac.

24:2% (servant) In this account of the marriage of Isaac, Abraham
typifies God the Father, the servant typifies God the Spirit, Isaac typifies
God the Son, and Rebekah typifies the chosen people of God, who will
marry the Son and become His counterpart. The entire New Testament is a
record of the Triune God working together to gain a part of the human race
to be the bride, the counterpart, of the Son (John 3:29; 2 Cor. 11:2; Eph.
5:25-32; Rev. 19:7-9; 21:2, 9-10). In eternity past God the Father had an
eternal purpose and made an eternal plan to gain the church as a bride for
His Son out of the human race (Eph. 3:8-11). Then, in time, God the Father
commissioned God the Spirit to carry out His plan by going to contact the
chosen bride and bring her to God the Son to be His counterpart, His wife.

24:3" (not) There is no record that God told Abraham not to take
a wife for his son from among the Canaanite women (cf. Deut. 7:1-4).
Because Abraham lived in oneness with God (v. 40a), he knew God’s will
and mind and acted in accordance with God’s inner feeling (cf. 1 Cor. 7:25

and note; 2 Cor. 2:10 and note 3; Phil. 1:8 and note).

24:4" (relatives) In typology, the fact that Isaac’s bride was taken
from Abraham’s relatives indicates that the counterpart of Christ must
come from Christ’s race, not from the angels or from any other creatures
(2:18-23 and notes). Since Christ was incarnated to be a man (Heb. 2:14a),

humanity has become His race.
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[24:5] And the servant said to him, Perhaps the woman
will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I then
take your son back to the land from where you came?

[24:6] And Abraham said to him, 'Be certain not to take
my son back there.

[24:7] Jehovah, the “God of heaven, who "took me from
my father’s house and from the land of my birth, and
who spoke to me, and who swore to me, saying, To your
‘seed I will give this land, He will send His angel before

you; and you shall take a wife for my son from there.

[24:8] And if the woman is not willing to follow you, you
shall be free from this oath of mine; only you shall not
take my son back there.

[24:9] So the servant put his hand under the thigh
of Abraham his master and swore to him concerning
this matter.

24:6" (Be) Abraham’s word to his servant in vv. 6-8 and 40 indicates
that he lived by faith in the sovereign Lord for the carrying out of His

economy in the land of God’s promise.

24:10" (Aram-naharaim) Meaning Aram of the two rivers; i.e.,

Mesopotamia.
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[24:10] And the servant took ten camels from the camels
of his master and departed, having all kinds of his
master’s good things in his hand. And he rose up and

went to “Aram-naharaim, to the city of Nahor.

[24:11] And he made the camels kneel down outside the
city by the well of water at the time of evening, at the

time when women go out to draw water.

[24:12] And he said, O Jehovah, the God of my master
*Abraham, 'please grant me success today, and show

lovingkindness to my master Abraham.

[24:13]) °T am standing here by the spring of water as the

daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water.

[24:14] And may it be that the girl to whom I say, Please
let down your pitcher that I may drink, and who says,
Drink, and I will also give your camels a drink, may she
be the one whom You have appointed for Your servant,
for Isaac; and in this I will know that You have shown

kindness to my master.

24:12" (please) The servant’s prayer here indicates that he followed
in Abraham’s footsteps, trusting in the Lord for the carrying out of his
responsibility (vv. 21, 42).
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[24:15] But before he had finished speaking, there was
Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son of Milcah, the
wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, coming out with her
pitcher upon her shoulder.

[24:16] And the girl was very beautiful in appearance, a
'virgin, and no man had known her. And she went down
to the spring and filled her pitcher and came up.

[24:17] And the servant ran to meet her and said, Please
let me sip a little water from your pitcher.

[24:18] And she said, Drink, my lord. And she hurried and
lowered her pitcher on her hand and gave him a drink.

[24:19] And when she had finished giving him a drink,
she said, I will draw water for your camels also, until
they have finished drinking.

[24:20] And she hurried and emptied her pitcher into
the trough and ran again to the well to draw water, and
she drew it for all his camels.

24:16" (virgin) Rebekah was chaste, kind, and diligent. She was also
absolute in her decision to take Isaac as her husband (vv. 57-58, 61) and
was submissive to Isaac (vv. 64-65). As such, she is an excellent type of
the church as the bride, the wife, of Christ.
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[24:21] And the man gazed fixedly upon her in silence

to know whether Jehovah had made his journey

prosperous or not.

[24:22] And when the camels had finished drinking, the

man took a golden “nose-ring weighing *half a shekel and

two 'bracelets for her hands weighing *ten gold shekels,

24:22" (nose-ring) These gifts, sent from Isaac and given by the
servant of Abraham, the father, signify the riches of Christ given by
the Spirit of God to the bride for the accomplishing of God’s purpose.
These gifts relate to the function of the believers. Gold signifies the
divine nature, and a ring signifies the initial gift of the Spirit (Acts 2:38),
which is the Spirit Himself as a seal and a pledge, a foretaste of God as
our eternal portion (Eph. 1:13-14; cf. Luke 15:22). The function of the
nose is to smell. The putting of the nose-ring upon Rebekah’s nose (v.
47) signifies, spiritually, that her “smelling” function had been caught
by the divine nature (cf. 2 Cor. 2:14-16; Heb. 6:4-6; 1 Pet. 2:2-3; 2 Pet.
1:4). Hands are for working (see note 8% in 1 Tim. 2). The putting of
the bracelets on Rebekah’s hands signifies the receiving of the divine

function for the service in the Body of Christ (Rom. 12:4).

24:22? (half) The half shekel signifies the first taste, the foretaste,
of the Spirit, which guarantees that the full taste is coming (Rom. 8:23;
2 Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13-14). The ten shekels, ten signifying fullness, or
completeness (e.g., the Ten Commandments, which express God’s
demand in full), indicate that the divine function we have received of the

Spirit is complete, not partial (1 Cor. 12:4-11).
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[24:23] And said, Whose daughter are you? Please tell me,
is there room in your father’s house for us to lodge in?

[24:24) And she said to him, I am the daughter of
Bethuel the son of Milcah, whom she bore to Nahor.

[24:25] She also said to him, We have plenty of straw
and fodder and also a place to lodge.

[24:26] And the man bowed and “worshipped Jehovah.

[24:27] And he said, Blessed be Jehovah, the God
of my master “Abraham, who has not forsaken His
lovingkindness and His faithfulness toward my master.
As for me, Jehovah has led me in the way to the house of
my master’s brothers.

[24:28] And the girl ran and told her mother’s house
about these things.

[24:29] And Rebekah had a brother whose name was
‘Laban, and Laban ran out to the man, to the spring.

[24:30] As soon as he had seen the nose-ring and the
bracelets upon his sister’s hands, and had heard the
words of Rebekah his sister, saying, This is what the
man spoke to me, he went to the man. And there he was,
standing by the camels at the spring.
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[24:31] And he said, Come in, O “blessed of Jehovah! Why
do you stand outside when I have prepared the house

and a place for the camels?

[24:32)] And the man came into the house, and ‘Laban
unloaded the camels. And he gave straw and fodder to
the camels and water to “wash his feet and the feet of

the men who were with him.

[24:33] And food was set before him to eat. But he said, I
will not eat until I have stated my business. And he said,

Speak on.
[24:34] And he said, I am Abraham’s servant.

[24:35)] And Jehovah has ‘blessed my master greatly,
and he has become great. And He has given him flocks
and herds, and silver and gold, and male servants and

female servants, and camels and donkeys.

[24:36] And Sarah my master’s wife bore a “son to my
master after she had become old. And he has given "all
that he has to him.

24:32" (Laban) Lit., he.
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[24:37] And my master made me “swear, saying, You
shall not take a wife for my son from the daughters of
the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell.

[24:38] But you shall go to my father’s house and to my
family, and take a wife for my son.

[24:39) And I said to my master, Perhaps the woman will
not follow me.

[24:40) And he said to me, Jehovah, before whom I walk,
will send His “angel with you and make your journey
prosperous. And you shall take a wife for my son from
my family, even from my father’s house.

[24:41] Then you will be free from my oath, when you
come to my family and if they do not give her to you; you
will be free from my oath.

[24:42) And I came today to the spring and said, O
Jehovah, the God of my master “Abraham, if now You
will only make my journey on which I go prosperous!

[24:43] °I am standing here by the spring of water, and
may it be that the maiden who comes out to draw water,
to whom I will say, Please give me a little water from
your pitcher to drink,
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[24:44] And she will say to me, “Drink, and I will also
draw water for your camels, may she be the woman

whom Jehovah has appointed for my master’s son.

[24:45] Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there
came Rebekah, and her pitcher was on her shoulder.
And she went down to the spring and drew water. And I
said to her, Please let me drink.

[24:46] And she hurried and let down her pitcher from her
shoulder and said, Drink, and I will also give your camels
a drink. So I drank, and she also gave the camels a drink.

[24:47] And I asked her and said, Whose daughter are
you? And she said, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s
son, whom Milcah bore to him. And I put the “nose-ring
upon her nose and the bracelets upon her hands.

[24:48] And I bowed and “worshipped Jehovah and
blessed Jehovah, the God of my master Abraham, who
had led me in the right way to take the daughter of my
master’s "brother for his son.

[24:49] And now if you will deal kindly and truly with
my master, tell me so; but if not, tell me so, that I may
turn to the right hand or to the left.
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[24:50] Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The
matter comes from Jehovah; we cannot speak to you bad
or good.

[24:51] Here is Rebekah before you: Take her, and go;
and let her be the wife of your master’s son, as Jehovah
has spoken.

[24:52)] And when Abraham’s servant heard their words,
he bowed down to the earth to Jehovah.

[24:53] And the servant brought forth 'silver jewelry and
gold jewelry and clothing and gave them to Rebekah. He
also gave precious things to her brother and to her mother.

24:53" (silver) The gold nose-ring and bracelets (v. 22), the silver and
gold jewelry, and the clothing given to Rebekah, along with the precious
things given to her brother and her mother, symbolize the unsearchable
riches of Christ (Eph. 3:8). The servant testified to Rebekah concerning
Isaac’s riches, which he inherited from his father (vv. 35-36), and gave
some of these riches to Rebekah as a foretaste. This caused Rebekah to
be attracted to Isaac and made her willing to leave her father’s house
to be his wife (v. 58) even though she had never seen him. In the same
manner the Spirit comes to Christ’s believers and testifies to them of
the riches of Christ, which He has received from the Father (John 16:13-
15), causing them to be attracted to Christ and to love Him, to forsake

the world, and to leave their natural relations in the flesh to be joined to

Genesis
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[24:54]) And they ate and drank, he and the men who
were with him, and spent the night. And they rose up in

the morning, and he said, Send me away to my master.

[24:55)] And her brother and her mother said, Let the girl
stay with us a few days, ten or so; after that she may go.

[24:56] And he said to them, Do not delay me, since
Jehovah has made my journey prosperous. Send me
away that I may go to my master.

[24:57] And they said, Let us call the girl and ask 'her.

[24:58] And they called Rebekah and said to her, Will
you go with this man? And she said, I will go.

[24:59] So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her

“nurse and Abraham’s servant and his men.

Christ (Matt. 19:29), even though they have never seen Him (1 Pet. 1:8).
Before Rebekah met Isaac in the good land, she had participated in and
enjoyed Isaac’s inheritance through the servant’s gifts. Likewise, before
we meet Christ, we enjoy the gifts of the Spirit as a foretaste of the full
taste of His riches (Heb. 6:4; Rom. 8:23).

24:57" (her) Lit., from her mouth.
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[24:60] And they blessed Rebekah and said to her, May you,
our sister, become / “Thousands of ten thousands,/ And may

your seed possess / The "gate of those who hate 'them.

[24:61] And Rebekah arose with her maids, and they
rode on the camels and followed the man. And the

servant took Rebekah and went away.

[24:62] Now Isaac had come from going to “Beer-lahai-

roi, for he was dwelling in the region of the Negev.

[24:63) And Isaac went out to meditate in the field
toward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and looked,

and behold, camels were coming.

[24:64]) And Rebekah lifted up her eyes; and when she

saw Isaac, she sprang off the camel.

[24:65)] And she said to the servant, Who is this man who
is walking in the field to meet us? And the servant said, It

is my master. And she took her “veil and covered herself.

24:60" (them) Or, him.

24:62" (Beer-lahai-roi) Meaning well of the living One who sees me,

or well of the One who reveals Himself.
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[24:66] And the servant told Isaac all the things that he
had done.

[24:67] And Isaac 'brought her into the tent of Sarah his
mother. And he took Rebekah, and she became his wife,
and he loved her. And Isaac was comforted after the
death of his mother.

GENESIS 25

5. Having No Maturity in Life
25:1-18

[25:1] And Abraham took ‘another wife, whose name was
“Keturah.

24:67" (brought) Isaac, Abraham’s son, did nothing but receive
his bride. This signifies that everything is planned by the Father and
accomplished by the Spirit. The Son only receives the bride.

Isaac received Rebekah in the evening (v. 63), signifying that the
marriage of Christ wi